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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OE MYSORE. 

EXCAVATION AT CHANDRA VALLI. 

SECTION I —Introduction. 

The great work of reconstructing the History of India has made wondeiful piogress 

during the last half a century mainly as a result of archseo- 
Archaeology in India, logical research Thanks to the labours of the band of 

devoted workers, both Indian and foreign, the misconceptions 
about India’s past have been, to some extent, dispelled and the story of the Indian 
dynasties has been partly recovered from oblivion , but only partly Consider- 
ing the vast aiea of India and the vaster extent of time through which hei culture has 
had its development and her people have had then struggles and achievements m life, 
the possibilities of successful research in Indian antiquities aie immense and colossal 
m magnitude when compared to tiny areas like those of Egypt, Mesopotamia or the 
Aegean coasts But the amount of success achieved till now m India has been poor, and 
the progress of knowledge has been slow, groping, blundering and halting The mam 
reason for this comparative slowness of piogress has been the lack of encouragement 
to properly trained scientific workeis, as a consequence of winch very few scholars 
have applied themselves seriously to the task As compared with the number of tiamed 
men employed, their scientific outlook, the period of time and the amount of money 
spent and the earnestness of the workers and the encouragement given to them in 
Egypt, the facilities available m India dwindle into comparative insignificance It is 
high time that more intensive work with a scientific spirit on a really large scale 
was conducted m the field of ai 1 ~>g ( ' research m India 

It must be conceded that in spite of difficulties, a •■■m-'di LI amount of woik 

has been done m ceitam areas m the field of Epigiaphy A 
Excavation and History, lead has alieady been given to the ■ ■ . '■■■ and study 

of ancient monuments Still Indian research has definitely 
lagged behind Until lately, India was deplorably ignorant of the most fimtful and 
up-to-date method of antiquarian research, namely excavation. The spade has revealed 
the glories of ancient Egypt and Western Asia and has laid baie the stoiy of pxe-historic 
man But m India it was almost unknown as an instalment of scientific research, 
except in a veiy few places where the archaeological department of the Government 
of India dug out evidences of Hellenistic influence on Gandhara sculpture or of Acha- 
meman influence on Mauryan architecture Even among the educated people of India, 
tew would believe to-day that positive evidence of India’s history and achievements 
m the pist lies buried in the old Indian sites. If the stoi les of Hastmapura and Ayodhya, 
Exn 1 
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of the Aryans and the Rakshasas have any historical foundation, then the relics of those 
tunes, at least the indestructible di eased stones, meta] waie and pot-sheids ought to 
lie somewhere undei the surface cf Indra The achievements m store for the spade 
rn Indra are immense as evidenced by the stirring discoveries recently made by the 
Archaeological Department of the Government of Indra at Mohenp-Daio, Harappa 
and othei places m the Indus valley 

Noi can we overlook the possibilities of South India as a field f oi excavation 

Being one of the oldest geological parts oi the world and the 
South India. alleged home of the stone-age peoples and historically the 

birth-place of numerous dynasties and thousands of cities, 
South India is a land of great promise for the scientists operating with the spade From 
the point cf view of the histoiy of the Indian people, especially of the story of their 
civilisation from age to age, excavation m South India is urgently necessary If any 
proof of the statement was leqmred, the lesults achieved at the test operations carried 
on at Chandra va 111 ought to he sufficient to convince even the most confirmed pessimist 
that a great store of historical matenal lies buried under the surface even m South 
India and awaits the spade of the excavator The University of Mysore deseives the 
sniceiest thanks of the scientific world for making its pioneer attempt in the field 
of scientific excavation, at a time when most educated people were still doubtful about 
the possibilities of applying the most up-to-date methods to antiquarian research in 
South India. 

The valley of Chandiavalli is situated immediately to the west of the fortified hill 

of Clntradurga m the north of the Mysore State The 
Previous work at story was cunent among the people of the neighbourhood 

Chandravalli. that an ancient city formerly flourished m the valley and 

that valuable articles could be picked up on the site by 
patient searchers About three generations ago during the days of the British com- 
mission Government, a diam was dug up to lead out the lamfall of the valley to a 
neighbouring tank and m the course of digging a number of lead coins weie 
collected and sent to the British Museum and elswehere Some of these have been pub- 
lished by Proi E J Rapson in the British Museum catalogue of the corns of the Andhras 
etc 2 About thirty years ago, a mining engineer prospecting foi minerals m the neigh- 
bourhood picked up a few coins and wrote about them to the news papeis, calling the 
attention of the Director-General of Archaeology to the site This officer asked the 
Mysore Government for more information about the site upon which Mr R Nara- 
simhacharya who was the head of the Archaeological Department of the Government 
of Mysore, visited the spot, sank eight small pits m a part of the area and published a 
few of the antiquities that he was able to collect, m the annual report of the Mysore 

(!) Page LXXSII, 57, 58, plate 8, Number* 23 21 
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Government Archaeological Department for the year 1909 He confn med tl e exigence 
of an ancient town and urged that a systematic and scientific excavation of the \>h ce 

sHonld bo owned out by a person properly tiamed for the work Thus the matter 
lay over for 20 years 

"When the Unrversrty of Mysore took over charge o* the Mvsoie Government 

A' 1 ' Department m 1922 , it was ambitious to give 

Proposal revived in that institution a new orientation Dr Sir Brajendranath 
1928 . Seal, its learned Vice-Chancellor decided to introduce the 

most up-to-date methods of research m Indian antiquities 
into the department, and deputed a member of the History depaitment to learn up-to- 
do te research methods at the University cf London, at the excavation camps of Egypt 
and elsewhere iindei famous scholars like Prof Sir Flinders Petrie, Piof E A Gardner, 
Vice-Chancelloi of the London University, and others On his return to Mysore m 
1926. plans for cairymg on excavation m various parts of the Mysore State were dis- 
cussed and the proposal to stait work at Chandra valh was approved by the Government 
of Miysoro 

Accordingly the present wnter started to collect together such information as 

had aheady been published legardmg the site It was 
Preliminary studies. noted that Mr B L Rice had collected foui inscriptions 

m the neighbourhood and published them m the Epigraphia 
Carrmtica 1 Mr Narasimhachar’s notes m the Mysore Archaeological Reports for 1909 
and 1910 were also studied and it was noted that lead coins of the Satavahana period 
were obtained on the site Anangements for camping m the place and conducting the 
excavations were made by co-opeiation between the University, the Archaeological 
Depaitment and the Deputy Commissioner and other local officers at Chitaldrug" 
Among the private citizens of Chitaldrug who did their best to help the work may be 
meirtionod, Messrs K S Raghavacbai, Srinivasa] ois and Hutch TT.*» , j 1 ’ Naik 

wbo nun ated the tiaditional accounts and introduced the excavators to the site 
Government acquired two cultivated strips requited ftr the excavations and permitted 
tie carrying on of the work m the adjacent jungle and grazing lands belonging to 

Government 

Tlbe woik was planned to be earned out m four definite stages First a detailed 

survey of the sits was to be made A plane-table survey 
Plan or work. map was to he prepared, the nnpcitant land marks ncted 

and a close search made for antiquities like inscriptions, 

coins, mam, rente, pottery and tie like, on tie Bite, in the water courses flowing through 
it and in the ne.ghboui.ng eawes and on the 1.11 slopes Secondly, as the area was found 
to be large, trial pits and tienobes were t o be sunk for discovering the inhabited layers 

i Ep XT OliitilllruK 11. 32 S2 ami S3 of “86, 1074 1 ,B|1 A D 
a Chitaldru"— Chitiadarga , Lat 111!'. E long 7830 
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buried under the surface and then archaeological value Thirdly, a promising aiea 
m the site was to he selected and scientifically excavated, the data being systematically 
recorded with the help of plans and photographs Lastly, the finds were tr be studied 
m detail and the T or v | ml .in of history attempted or the basis of the evidence thus 
collected, the objects themselves being preserved for reference, if possible, m a 
Museum It was expected that the whole work would take about three or four short 
seasons and the detailed survey was begun in May 1928 

Survey 

An important operation which was being carried on on the one side through- 
out the period of survey was the preparation of a map of 
The map. the Chandra valli valley As the valley was found to be 

about a square mile m area, the survey map supplied by 
the Government of India Trigonometrical suivey was found to be inadequate for the 
excavator’s needs So a detailed survey of the whole area was earned out with plane 
table, chain and compass and the work took more than a foitmght A part of the 
map is leproduced on a reduced scale m this repoit 1 The chief land maiks, natural 
and artificial, were noted The water courses and their tnbutaries traced and the edges 
of the hills marked At a later stage the positions of the excavations with their numbers 
were marked upon it so as to facilitate references m the report and for the guidance 
of future woik 

The old inhabitants of Chitaldrug and several people of the neighbouring villa ges who 

fiequented the locality either as collectors of fire-wood or 
Tradition. as agriculturists or goat-herds were encouraged to narrate 

the stories of the place, some of which are also connected 
with the neighbouring hill. It was stated that long ago in the Dvapara age the man- 
eating giant Hidimba dwelt on the hill making himself a souice of terror to all living 
creatures m the neighbourhood To such a place came the five young Panda va princes 
with their mother and a gieat duel ensued on the hill between Hidimba and Bhima. 
Hidmiba was slam and two of his teeth looking very much like elephant molar teeth 
are preserved m the Hidnubesvara and the Siddhesvaia temples on the hill It was 
about this time that the sixhngas were set up, namely, Hidimbesvaia, Dharmesvara, 
Bhimesvara, Phalgunesvara , Halailesvai a and Sahadevesvara A little later the 
place came under the sway of Chandrahasa, the pious king of Kuntala whose capital 
was or Kuppatt-ui m the north of the Shimoga District It is thought 

' that the city of Chandra valli, as it is pronounced by many people, got its name from. 
pW'h-.uaco the lung The houses extended from the western foot of the Chitaldrug 
hill right on to Cholagudda including the present Hulegondi and Neralagondi and two 


1 See plate II 
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other valleys on the eastern and western sides of the Chola-gudda hill which a few 
people doubtfully identified with the other two gondis traditionally included in the 
area, namely Basavanagondi and Baialagondi respectively Then foi many hundreds 
of years tradition has nothing to state about the place and tbeie is not even an inkling 
of its connection with the Satavahanas or the Kadambis A descendant of a Nayak 
family, known as the Chandra valh patels, who is even now said to possess lands m the 
neighbourhood, stated that m the Hoysala tunes there was a town by name Chandra - 
valh in the valley and that latei on to this town came two Nayak brothei s, who clmibed 
up the hill by way of Neralagondi and built a fortified town for themselves, known as 
■Chitradurga The ancient city in the valley was said to have come to a sudden and 
disastrous end, since, after some gieat sm committed m the place, a Brahim-Raksin sa 
or evil ghost of a Brahmin, took its abode in the neighbouring locks and destroyed the 
■city It appeals that even about 80 veais ago there was a great eaithquake when 
huge boulders weie hurled from the hill side on to the plain below It is whispered 
that even now wend sounds are occasionally heard in the valley, some times as loud as 
a thousand thundeis and often the tbud of feet and the sounds of jingles About 
fifty years ago tigers infested the valley which was known as Hulegondi, the Tiger 
Valley The mined foundations of a veiy small village of that name exist even today 
to the west of the site Two generations ago when a Virasaiva swann commenced to 
live at Ankle Mutt, a part of the valley was brought under cultivation Such is the 
story of the valley as known to tradition 

In this tradition we see the names Chandra valli or Chandravali and Hulegondi 
applied to the locality which perhaps means that the name 

The name Chandravalh. of the vaIle 7 and es P eciall 7 H» goige-hke southern end 

is Hulegondi, while the ancient town that existed there 

was known as Chandravalh or the Moon-village But 
theie appears to be considerable doubt whether the town bore that name m the days 
of Chandrahasa or m that of the Hoysalas and strange to say there is no mscnptional 
or even literary evidence for supporting the name The words Chandravali and Chandra- 
valh are both fieely used, but as the latter appears to be more popular, especially 
among the . 1 1 1 classes, it has been adopted in this report for the ruined town 

In the couise of the survey, a careful seaich foi new inscriptions was conducted 
with excellent results Though similar seaiches had been 
New Inscriptions . 1 madebyMesais B L Rice and R N T " at least 

foul times, four new inscriptions were discoveied one on 
a rock at Nerala-gondi, a second on the left side of the month of the narrow cave lead- 
ing to the top of Dhavalappanagudda and a third on a broken black stone slab found 


1 See Mys Archl Rep 1929 p 50 If 
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lying m tie old water-coin se to the west of the Hanuman temple 1 ecoi cling the death in a 
duel of a local hero by name 'N'*-- D <> ■ 1 But the most important epigraph real dis- 
coveiy was that on a bouldei close to the Blianava temple at the Hulegondi gorge. 
(Plate III 1 ) The inscription which is m Brabim characters and the Pi alait language 
records the construction of a resex von for water hy the Kadamba Ma yui asarman who 
had according to the inscription overcome the countries cf Abhor a Traikuta, Pallava, 
Panyatnka, Sakasthana, Sayindaka, Punata and Mokari The historical and epi- 
graphies! importance of the record is discussed elsewheie 1 But liei e it is note -woi thy 
that the Kadambas held sway over the locality evidently some time aftei the fall of the 
featavahanas and then feudatones whose coins have been published by Bapson 2 
and X ' 1 \ * 

As mentioned already the picturesque valley of Chandravalli lies immediately to 
the west of Chitiadurga lull (See Frontispiece) It is 
Situation and Configu- loughly tnanguku m shape with the Chitiadurga and the 
*’ J ‘ Kirabanakallu hills forming the two sides and a broken 

line formed by the high Ohola-gudda and its little neighbours 
as the base The surrounding ranges give the valley considerable protection from the 
military point of view while three entrances lead into it The largest of them lies 
between d— K ' 77 and the noithern extremity of Chitradmga hill and is about 
tuo furlongs m width To the south-west of Chola-gudda lies another similar valley 
through which the modern road to Holalkeie passes But the most beautifiul of the 
entrances is the Hulegondi gorge on the south lying between the south-western coiner 
of the Chitiadurga hill and the hill on which stands Ankle Matt (Plate IY. 1 ) 

But instead of leading out to the plain as the other entrances do, this nanow gorge 
connects Chandravalli with a wide ’ 1 d valley almost completely surround- 

ed X.7,/7 m ^ Centre ° f wp]cp ilke a lar £ e lsland Ilses Dhavalappana-gudda with 
lfc n * locP T to P and helmet-1 ike peak It is easy to see that this isolated 

valley of Dhavalappa’s hill was for a long time m its history covered by mngle and 
infested with tigers and other wild beasts which gave Hulegondi its name Even today 
panthers and wild boars live m the place This valley which owing to its coolness and 
unique situation, receives both the south-west and the north-east monsoon rams has 
« n abundant supply of water and appeals to have been a perennial source for surmlvirm 
this element to the inhabitants of the Chandravalli vallev PP 7 D 

The idea of putting up a dam across the gorge and storing the ram water going 

r t0 waste from tiiS vdlc Y must have occurred to 

»gon . Gorge. people m tie part As an evidence of their foresight, we 

— see the breach ed nuns of three or four ancient dams, one of 

Rip HRapson, Andhra coins p 57 ff | 3 
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which, perhaps, was that constiucted by Mayurasaiman, the progenitor of the Kadam- 
bas, in. the middle of the third century A D At a height of 40 ft from the ground m 
a saddle perched between two rocks on the kill-side opposite to where the Kadamba 
inscription stands are evidences of brick wcik possibly the remnants of the waste weir 
of an ancient dam 1 

Just by the side of the inscription is a small temple of Bhanavesvara a structure 

which appears to date from the Hoysala period The 
Bhairavesvara temple, masonry sikhara is clearly a modern structure, but the rest 

of the temple is ceitamly much older In the garbhagnha 
stands a naked image ot Bhairava (Plate III, 2) with the characteristic scorpion on 
the pedestal and the hands holding a swoid and a severed head . the blood duppmg 
from the latter is being licked by a dog and the bhnngi attendants (skeletons) dance to 
music on either side The ptabhavah or aich is made of the same stone as the image 
and has Hoysala characteristics The Garbhagnha doorway has m common 
with the east and south doorways of the navaranga a Gajalaksbmi on the lintel and 
carved pilasters on the jambs along with rows of floral and cieeper ornamen- 
tations with attendant relief figures on the lower mouldings All the three doors are 
supported by ornamental perforated screens the whole work being done m soap-stone 
while the front door has two finely carved elephant heads on the lower stone The lest 
of the temple is made of hard gramte No sukkcin&si is piesent and the navaiavga loof 
has no ornamentation But the foui pillars of the navaranga are finely caived having 
shafts with sixteen fluted sides and cuhe-shaped upper and lower mouldings each face of 
which is ornamented with relief figmes mostly Saiva in character To the north of the 
navaranga is a small loom with an image of Dakshinamiuti In place of the mullia- 
mantapa is a small porch supported by octagonal pillais with plain, square mouldings and 
lound capitals, while on either side of the passage is a bench {gagati) with a rounded 
stone parapet Though no inscription is found m the temple, it is evident that it was 
constructed during the last Hoysala days, somewhere about 1300 when a town was flour- 
ishing in the Chandiavalli valley Behind the temple m a lock sheltei is an msciiption 
of 1074 A D which is evidently much older than the temple 2 In front of the temple 
is a small buck shelter m which are housed today a stone lmga and a damaged image 
of Virabhadia holding a sword, a shield, a bow and an anow 

A path-way limning up the hill leads to a plat-form half way up wheie a small 

entrance leads to a large cave fonned undei a huge triangular 
Panchalmgesvara bouldei (Plate V l) Theie aie nearly ten lingas in the 

^ ave * cave some of which are pointed out as the Jive lingas set 

up by the Pandavas But since independent temples like 

1 A ship 11 modern dam of fotoue work was tncdliy the My&oie Public Works Depaitmt nt a little 
lower dovvn , but it failed to hold water (VI, 1 ) 

2 Fp Caru XI Clutaldrug, 82 
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that of Phalgunesvara in the neighbourhood aioalsc* said to have been connected with 
the Pandavas, it is possible that the Pahchahng&svara cave was originally the shrine 
of Dharmesvaia for which a giant is mentioned m the inscription and which has not 
been identified with any othei cave temple The most interesting object in. the cave 
is a large stone-slab containing Perumale-danayaka’s grant to the five Imgas dated 
1286 A D 1 

To the right of the Panchalmga cave is a laige pillared couit known as the Ankle 

Matt wheie a Virasaiva guiu used to live with a number 
Ankale Matt. of his followers foity years ago Among the locks behind 

the temples are more than half a dozen caves of different 
sizes which have been adapted for human dwelling by brick and stone 
structures, and stone-cut flights of steps and drains Bed-rooms, kitchens, stoie-rooms 
and granaries can be <’ ' > j ■' T 1 among these showing the prosperity of the Ankle 
Matt m the 19th century. 

The most interesting of the caves are m the suhtenanean series to which a flight 

of steps leads down from the Ankle Matt The series is 
Paradesappa’s Cave. formed by about seven caves of different sizes hidden m 

the body of the hill It is said that about two or three cen- 
turies ago a Virasaiva hermit by name Paradesappa dwelt m these caves and got them 
improved by stone and masonry work From cave No 1 which, is almost a passage 
we descend by a fine flight of steps suppoited by two rude granite elephants into a large 
had which has been converted into a shrine for a large natural linga which is placed on 
a masonry pedestal. (Plate V 2) It is possible that the lmga shrine is very much older 
than Paradesappa’s time and that the masonry work was built in his time The early 
part of the 18th century appears to be a suitable date for the latter In a part of the 
linga shrine and m four other caves there are masonry structures two of which are 
raised daises and three others large boughs for storing watei. The masonry work m 
caie ho 5 is specially interesting because m addition to the usual bulls, parrots, floral 
and foliage designs, it has several some-what damaged masonry images one of which is 
that of biva The sixth cave which is the lowest and has no outlet is provided with a 
number of niches, while on the walls are low relief figures of pottery jugs, definitely 
postAIokammrdan m shape Cave No 7 has a stone pavilion with a granite dome horn 
which hangs down a widely fashioned flower pendant A passage by the side of the 
pavilion leads back to the stair-way supported by elephants These subterranean caves 
and the series above must have been existing for many thousands of years But no 
trace of inscriptions or other antiquities was found m them barring those mentioned 
above. Few visitors to Chitildrug miss the chance of visiting these caves and being 
thrilled by the things they find m the subterranean darkness. 
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Moving northward fiom the Hulegondi goige by the side oi the Chitiaduiga hiJl 

we pass by a large bouldei perched on a rock known as 
The three Gondis. Ettubidda-bande, 1 and entei hist a semicircular bay known 

as Basavanagondi at the northern end of which is Chatri- 
bande, 2 a flat bouldei in the shade of which goats and goat-heids lest Fui ther on, there 
is a narrow gulf-like area between two spius of the hill called Baralagondi 3 The 
largest of the gondis known as Neialagondi is m the noith -eastern pait of the Chandia- 
valli valley (Plate VI 4) The hills here form a wide hay with a chord neaily two 
furlongs m length A lemarkable feature of the bay is that among the rocks near its 
head m a small cave is a perennial spung of fresh water, known as Neraladone which 
must have supplied drinking water to the denizens of the neighbourhood during the 
bygone ages as it does today Attempts were made m the past to store the over-flow of 
water m tanks as is seen from the breached bunds standing near the spung Just 
above Neraladone is a very large lock called Heb-Hule-kallu or the great tigei-iock, 
perhaps because of its peculiai outline and the stripes formed upon it by ram water 
It is possible to climb on the face oi the iock in one place and leach the top of the hill 
The upper leaches of the hill-slopes rising fiom Neralagondi form the large chasm which 
defends the citadel of Lalbateri Neai the western extremity of Neialagondi there is 
a large granite boulder lying on the gionnd known as Chinnada-bande oi golden rock 
under which a great quantity of gold is said to be concealed To the north of golden 
rock between it and the load is a giove m the midst of which stands a temple of Sakti 
built in the days of the Nayaks The deity is known as Baragereyamma oi the lady 
of the waterless lake and she is said to be connected with a lake further to the north- 
east the bottom of which is too porous to hold water for more than a few days 

The goddess is very popular and is worshipped with bloody saciifices Opposite 

to her shime there lies on the ground a soap-stone relief 
A Worshipped N eolith, image oi Kolada Nmgamma, perhaps a Nayak queen, with 

a short Kannada inscription 4 Under a tree by the side 
of the temple on a raised platfoim was an interesting group 
of popular deities which had been worshipped with flowers, turmeiic and vermilion. 
On each side was an inverted halt of a broken four-footed mealing stone while m the 
centre was a fine neolithic celt doing duty as a chief goddess of the gioup (Plate VI 2 ) 

About two fuilongs further noith, was located a comparatively modern burial 

ground m which some oblong cists of thinmsh granite slabs 
Modern Cist Burials. were conspicuous (Plate VI 3) The villagers explained that 

they were recent ones and that among certain sections oi the 


0) Bouldei fiom winch a bullock dropped down ( 3 ) Meaning uncertain 

( 2 ) Umbiclla boulder | (“) Mys Archl Eep 1929 p 61 

Exn. 
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Kurabas or shepherds theie was still the custom of hurrying their dead m such cists 
The structures were not disturbed since local feeling did not permit it, but tVy weie 
noted as very lare instances of the survival of cist burial down to almost modern tunes. 

The hill slopes neighbouring on the gondis are formed geneiady of boulcleis, most 

cf which appear to have rolled down m large numbers fionr 
The Hill slopes and the locky tops of the mil Among these boulders numerous 
^ aves ’ winding caves and grottoes have been formed some of 

which are several hundreds of feet long running a consider- 
able distance into the side of the hill On entering some of these caves, it was found 
that they were strewn about with bones mostly of cattle dragged m and eaten by gene- 
rations of leopards 1 In some of the larger caves of Baralagondi, pot-sherds and brick- 
bats lie about on the ground probably brought down by tarn water horn the slopes 
above The interesting ob]ects noticed in some of thest caves, howevei, were heaps 
of ashes with fragments of pottery crucibles, bedows-protectors, iron-ore and iron 
slag pieces, strewn about m large numbers, proving they were the furnaces, foundries 
and work-shops of pre-histouc ot at least ancient Yulcans Neolithic celts and pounders 
were also collected mthe caves situated higher up Above Baralagondi at a height of 
about 100 ft from the ground is a large earthen terrace on which were noticed numerous 
brick foundations By the side of the path-way leading to the terrace were seen some 
rock-cut mortars evidently used m the past for pounding coin On a rock to the north, 
of the terrace andm a cave to the south-east on a higher level wide grooves were noticed 
so shaped and pobshed that they could have been formed only by rubbing against 
them hard objects like stone weapons The slopes and caves evidently were 
important both for the history and the pi e-hi story of Chandra valli 

The chief land-mark in the centre of the Chandra valli valley is a low rocky hill of 

about 60 feet m height which must have played a familiar 
The Central Rocks part when Chandravalli was an inhabited town A 

careful seaich was made among its rocks But instead of 
an inscription the half-buued and bush-covercd engxavmg of a colossal tiger (length 
13 feet) was discovered (Plate IY 2) Its legs were peculiarly bent and striped, its 
body illuminated by a lattice-like chequered pattern and even its whiskers were visible 
standing out m front of the face Part of the head was worn by dripping ram water 
and the engiavmg had a very ancient look Its existence was unknown even to the 
guides while its exact significance was past understanding On a terrace above the 
rocks were rows of large partly dressed stones which appeared to form the lower 
parts of some walls of a temple or other building which possibly faced eastward. 2 
Near the cential rocks and just visible m the ground in half a dozen places appeared 

( X 1 Leopards were actually living there when the eyploiers visited them, hilt they fled 

( 2 ) See note on Evcavaiion 17 and dlustrations 
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flat and roughly dressed stones apparently the tops of slabs burred in the giound. 
Their significance was understood later in tbe couise of the excavations To the noith 
of the tigei -boulder at a distance of about 100 yards a tiny hill has been formed by half 
a dozen othei boulders on one of which was a Kannada inscription alieady published 1 
It was seen that on tbe same bouldei and to its light between the Sun and Moon 
was an inscribed human figure (height 2 ft ) holding what looked like a chamaia oi 
fly-whisk m each hand About a hundred yards to the east of this recoid stands a little 
stone temple rudely built m modem times dedicated to Hanuman and known as Chanrlia - 
valli Anjaneya temple The images and Kaga-stones m it were of little intei est But 
the people around and the workmen at the excavatron believed that much 
wealth was stored in the neighbourhood of the temple. The workmen adopted 
him as the presiding deity at the excavation and would not commence the opeiations 
until he was duly propitiated. A 'h w rtn "ti - feature cf the cultivated ground lymg 
between Anpneya’s temple and Ankle Matt was the piolific occunence of pot-sherds 
and of iron slag A considerable number of the pot-sherds which weie reel oi brown in 
colour showed geometncal designs m white or red connecting them with the pie-histonc 
pottery of South India 

The ground m the valley slopes from the sides of the hills down to an old water 

couise which became choked up by disuse The latter 
Old Water course. runs from Hulegondi towards the west of the cential rocks 

and on to a modern bridge on the Holalkere road through 
which the watei is conveyed to Baragere on the way to Chitaldnig town A bleached 
bund lymg to the south-west of the rocks is all that remains oi a small tank which was 
be ing fed by the old water course The lattei appears to have been for a long time the 
natural outlet for all the oveiflow of watei of both the Chandra valli valley and the cup- 
shaped valley to its south It ceased to function when the new water course developed. 

As mentioned elsewhere the people of Chitaldrug piayed to the Government of 

Mysore in the middle of the last century foi a bettei supply 
New Water course. of water to then town and its tanks The engmeeis. notic- 
ing the laige rainfall of the two valleys that was going to 
waste, cut a dram of about half a mile in length to lead the watei from the Hulegondi 
gorge to the Sihimr Honda or the fresh water tank near the Basavana-bagilu fort- 
gate , and the flood did the rest What was onginally only a diam developed into a 
deep and wide cutting resembling a small nvei The flood water cut down the layer 
of loose earth and the gravel bed below it and leached m many places the rocky bed of 
granite and gneiss The ditch, thus foirned was found to measuie neai the central 
rocks about 40 ft in width and nearly 20ft m depth As a low flood resulting from 
an ordinary rainfall does not leach up beyond the gravel layer, it was obseivcd that the 

2 ■ 


i 1 ) Ep Car XI Chitaldrug, S3 
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bottom of the water-course was sometimes wider than the top The latter projects 
forwaid in many places, leaclv to collapse into the ditch when sufficiently soaked and 
weakened by ram watei This process of the inhabited top layer land-sliding m and 
getting sifted by the rain watei , leaves the ground strewn with the heaviei elements of 
wieckage which can be picked up after every lam In the course of the suivey, huge 
bricks, diessed stones, bioken mortars, coins of lead and silver ornaments of copper 
and gold, bowls, cups and fragments of pots of various kinds, and even seveial neoliths 
were collected, most of these occumng between two water falls, one behind the Hanu- 
man temple and the other about a furlong to the south-east of the central locks A 
view of the side walls of the water course c 1 early showed the distinction between the 
hard bed of red gravel dating fiom the geological periods and the light daikish ashy 
earth deposited above it to a depth of about eight 01 ten feet On closer examination 
it was observed that parts of walls showed here and there huge bricks, stone-covered 
pits, diessed stone slabs, loundations of rough stones, pot-sheids and even vanously 
shaped pots healing unmistakable witness to the existence of an ancient town m the 
valley The huge size of the bricks and the stiange shapes of the pottery suggested 
a leuiote antiquity, while the lead coins picked up here and there pointed more definitely 
to the Satavahana epoch 

The new water course was not the only one of its kind It had developed tribu- 
taries, narrower but nearly as deep, reaching to the foot 
Tributary Water of the hills m each one of the gondis, while additional 

courses. tributaries were observed to have eaten into the ground for 

varying lengths The tributary water-courses exhibited 
neaily the same characteristics as the parent showing that each one of them coursed 
through an important part of the ancient town To the excavator these water courses 
served as invaluable trenches, reyeahng the seciets hidden under the surface in each 
gondi, though the havoc they are working m their merciless act of denudation threatens 
m the eouise of a century or two to wipe out all traces of the ancient town 

It is a well known tact that a close and scientific study of the data thus collected 

m the course of a caieful survey of the area chosen foi 

Results of the Survey. cxcavatlon 1S tihe hist important step to he taken befoie the 

spade is used In the present case this process produced 
excellent results which served as clues for further work 
Among the data obtained a few deserve to he mentioned heie 1 (1) A com of Krishna 

raja III of Mysore fiom the site neai which excavation No 21 was sunlc later (2) A 
■copper com of Krishna Raya of Yijayanagai was picked up m Neralagondi (3) Thr 
existence of temples and inscriptions belonging to the Chalukya and Hoysala times 
suggested that the place was inhabited from the 11th to the 14th century (4) Leac 

O For detailed notes on tlie finds see tlie descriptions m the statement of finds 
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■coins belonging to the Satavahana period we picked up near tie tiger rock and m tie 
new water course alter a heavy ram Another rain similarly disclosed Roman silver 
coins and ornaments of gold, silver and copper Walls constructed of huge ancient bricks 
were faintly visible heie and there m cuttings, while painted and polished pottery 
was quite common These data and the rock inscription of Mayurasarman Kadamba 
showed the existence m the locality of a prosperous town in the Satavahana and early 
Kadamba periods reaching back to the last days of painted pottery (5) The earlier 
forms ol painted pottery and the evidences of iron smelting m the caves hinted at a 
possible prehistoric iron age. (6) The neoliths collected m the water courses and 
m the caves of Neralagondi and Raralagondi pointed to the existence of man during the 
neolithic tunes m the Chandravalli valley It was thus seen that the story of Ohandra- 
valli as might possibly be recovered m the excavations would pertain not merely to 
a particular century but a vast vista of time extending over the last three millen- 
niums or even more The survey thus resulted m preparing the excavator for a very 
complex hut highly interesting enquiry m which the spade would have to play the part 
of a surgeon’s knife 
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SECTION II -Trial Excavations 

The next stage of work was the sinking of trial pits and Benches m the various 

parts of the valley in ordei to find out more information 
Purpose. about the contents of the inhabited layeis underground 

The extent of the old town had to be determined Its 
divisions like the quartern of the nek and the poor, the sacied precincts and the necro- 
polis had to be found out, the various layers and floors demarcated and the archaeological 
value of each layer fixed A close study of the ground showed that m the western and 
northern part of the valley beyond the central rocks and Anjaneya’s temple, the rams 
had washed away the ashy earth with all its antiquities and left the hard red gravel 
visible on the surface But m the area lying between Anjaneya’s temple and the central 
rocks on the one side and the Ankle Matt and the Chiti adurga hill on the other including 
the gondis, a deposit of ashy made up earth lemamedand this had to be tested As 
the area was large and covered almost uniformly with grass and no large eaithen 
mound rose up from the suiface like the ones which usually covei ancient stupas and 
other buildings, the sinking of trial pits and trenches was considered the most suitable 
method to be adopted before any definite area could be selected for settled excavation. 

The position of the eight pits sunk by Mr R found to cover 

only a small part of the area and even for these detailed 
Plan and order of pits, notes had not been made Thus the new series of pits had. 

to cover almost the whole ground from Neralagondi to Ankle 
Matt It was planned to carry the pits from Neralagondi by way of Arqaneya’s temple- 
around the cential rocks and move forward to Ankle Matt Then the lme was to turn, 
northward to Basavanagondi and Baialagondi, returning from the latter to thf former 
by the side of the new water-course On the whole a figure roughly resembling the 
numeral six would thus be formed and nearly all the promising areas would be tested. 
It was also planned to dig two Benches one on the eastern slope of the central rocks 
and a second, bisecting the bay of Basavanagondi Two more might be tried if funds 
permitted one m the cultivated tiact to the south of central locks called Budipatti 
and the ether diagonally across the high lidge-like northern part of Basavanagondi. 1 

When the excavation was first decided on, grave doubts were entertained whether 

sufficient labour would be available foi the haid work of 
The workmen. digging m a semi-jungle in midsummer, the rigours of which 

weie aggravated by a draught Chitaldrug town which 
was the nearest inhabited place did not have a sufficient supply of labour, while even 

l 1 ) Though the alignment of the pits was ioughly decided on before-hand it was found necessar-v 
to sink additional pits in a number of places nor was the -work carried out chronologically in t] e mane 
ncal order of the pits The numbering was re-arianged before the finds y ere catalogued" 
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the few men available were found to be oppressed with a fear that something terrible 
would happen to them, if they mterefered with the antiquities in the valley A few 
men, however, were found bold enough to take up the woik and it was soon discovered 
that their objective was a share of the treasure trove that was expected to be unearthed 
It would be dangerous to allow such peisons to take any part m the excavations The 
.supply, however, came fiom an unexpected quarter A large number of villagers hading 
from the villages of Karalahatti and Tama takallu five miles away and belonging to the 
Uppar (Saltmakers), Lmgayet and Begar (depressed class) communities flocked to the 
field praying for work as their villages were suffering from famine caused by a severe 
draught extending over three or four years Th ey were honest industrious and obedient, 
and with some effort could he trained for doing most of the digging, sifting and searching 
while the moie delicate portion of the work would have to he done by the excavators. 
As for the educated people on the field, rnr.''-h— -Vk difficulty was felt as the chief 
of the whole party was the only person m the camp who had any experience of exca- 
vation. But, as time went on, such members of the ■ . 1 . . « 1 .. ej .1 department as could 
come to the field and some of the graduate students of the Mysore University who 
joined the camp, picked up enough of the work to give some assistance m the mechancial 
part ot digging and lecordmg The whole party, however, including the workmen, was 
cheerful and hopeful and tinned out woik much more heartily than could he expected 
from people working m hot summer 

From the outset great care was taken to collect the finds undamaged and record 

all possible details A plan of the pit would be marked on 
Mode of digging and the ground and the earth dug up, sifted and lemoved m 
recording. levels of about five or six inches each As the sifting was 

done where the dug up earth lay, the position m which a 
particular article occurred could be noted m a plan and also a section drawing of the 
pit If any important or laige object occnred, a photograph was taken, showing it m 
the original position If any wall or foundation occurred it was left m its place with a 
part of the floor visible by its side and the digging was earned on m the lemaimng part 
of the pit In one 01 two of the deepei pits when the bottom became too nanow, 
extentions were made by evidencing the mouth and digging out the eaith leaving a 
part of each floor as a step In most cases excavation was stopped after the hard 
gravel-bed below was reached and fuither digging ceased to yield any pot-sheids or 
other evidence of human handiwork 

Besults oe the Trial Excavations 

Two pits were sunk m Neralagondi of which oue (Ex 1 ) was begun close to a soap- 
stone Yimgal standing on a peninsula jetting between the 
Neralagondi. Neralagondi watei -course and one of its tributaries No 

finds were obtained m it but in the other (Ex 2) a small lead 
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com of the middle Satav&hana period was found on a level with the lound foundation, 
of a hut behind which was an ash-pit containing bioken potteiy and cattle-bones. 
The gondi with its fine water-supply was well inhabited in the middle Satavahana peiiofi^ 
probably by the poor depressed classes who could not live m the heait of the town 

Nearly a dozen pits were sunk near the cent] a] i ocks and m the two plots acquired 
by the archaeological depaitment near the Hanmnan temple. 

The Necropolis. The pits to the west of the rocks yielded almost nothing - 

pot-sherd-less hard beds were reached rathei early, and 
deeper pits were not tried here as their cost would he high The other pits were mostly- 
excavated wheie small, almost r —r — - 11 mounds or the angular tops of buried 
slabs hinted at the existence of burials Tn most c ises stone structures were discovered 
and ancient pottery obtained The slabs usually formed either whole or much dis- 
turbed cists of moderate oi small sizes without tbe heavy top-slabs and 1 1 rig-stones 
seen m cromlechs 01 the huge table stones of the dolmens Varied pottery was obtained 
from them, the most interesting collection coming from one of the cists (Ex 16) The 
vessels weie either polished black or plain bufi-waie, painted potteiy being entirely 
absent but the shapes were unique .Small three-footed vases, cups with tight fitting 
siucer-hke lids, gourd-shaped bowls with pagoda-topped, black lids, unguent and Ver- 
million phials and six elephantine feet and the broken body of a large urn probably 
containing the ashes of the dead 1 In other tombs were collected flat bottomed open 
mouthed cone-shaped plain bowls and other pottery Close by several of them coins 
were obtained some of lead belonging mostly to the middle or early Satavahana period 
and even one of silver coming from the Roman Empne It looked as if the coins were 
left around the tombs deliberately, perhaps as passage money for the dead soul’s 
journey to the other world It was noted, however, that no com was found inside n 
cist though the coins were found close by often on a level with the bottom stone Most 
of the urns contained ashes in which the teeth and slit hones of cattle occurred more 
often than any things that could be suspected to be human hones In one small tomb hovw- 

e ' er / X a weatker worn a *d crushed human skeleton was found lying m a flexed 
poMtion on its back The skeleton was however, m too crushed a condition to alW 

wm on - C1 T °f 6 i ^ ltS P ° Sltl0n ° r ltS r9Clal featur6S 0ne Me cist (Ex €>> 
net 5 Th e &1 1 ^ eS m , teight and looked llke a memorial for either a child or for a little 

tL CIS ? IrTZ * r n T & that tlger ° n b0ulder ™ - the midst of 
the burial ut lot 1 T T *** ^ * 0t be d ^mmed Near one of 
bricks emtw a ' r S d “ m ° ngmat -g a structure of large 

tomb (Ex t ol a \ t Z T Jead1 ^ it Near another 

erect t v h ^ ^ a " ware saucer, ^ 

' 1 ' CUP mveit * d * mouth like a hd and a neolitU- 


l 1 ' Similar to illustration m Bruce Foote’s Indian Pre Ha-Antiq Pi' 64 _ 
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Near by, about a foot lowei clown was a large polished black ware pot full of ashes It 
had been placed m an ei ect position m a pit dug out m the gravel bed below Its mouth 
had a large gourd-shaped vase tightly fitted into it 

Even m the course of the suivey, information had been given by the guides that 

m Budipatti, the plnigV - 1 ( often turned-up old coins 
Budipatti. Tlie land was pm chased by tbe Aicbseological Department 

and m lieu of a trench which would cost much, two test pits 
weie sunk (Ex 15 aud 19) The results obtained weie of extraordinary interest and 
value More than five floors could be distinguished m tbe cuttings and the pits i eaohed 
to a depth of nearly fourteen feet before tbe occurrence of hard red gravel stopped 
blither digging Coins, pottery, beads and otbei antiquities weie obtained m en- 
couraging numbers and weie noted down according to the layeis of then occurrence 
It was seen that a bout four feet of earth had coveied tbe debris of mined walls and other 
antiquities which were found in layers placed at different angles The coins shed valu- 
able light on tbe age of tbe walls and foundations Fust oecuned gieemsh potm 
coins of Yagnasi i Satakai in and tbe late Satavahana period then was a shallow 
layer containing tbe coins of kings Mulananda and Chutu-Kudananda and a little below 
them of tbe era per oi Gotamiputm Vilivayakuia The next laver which was deep and 
full of large and small pot-sherds yielded a number of coma of Maharathi Sadakana 
kalalava while from the layei below it were collected two coins one ot the same 
Maharathi and the other a Roman silvei piece of the age of Augustus Caesar It was 
extraordinary that another layer occuried below them, wherein were found boms, 
ashes, large noil slag pieces and gourd-shaped polished lecl-waie potteiy cups with 
geometrical ornamentation m white Thus tbe history and chronology of the ancient 
town stood revealed m these pits and it became known that Budipatti and the neigh- 
bouring Kelaganapatk aud the Ankle Matt lands had m then womb the nuns of a 
long-lived Satavahana, town 

In a recently dug well by the side ol the path-way at the loot of tbe Ankle Matt 

hill, an examination of the side wall showed the occurrence 
Pits near Ankle Matt. of potteiy at a depth of nearly ten feet fiom the giound 

It was thus difficult to do any extensive excavation m the 
area Only three pits were theiefoie sunk One of them confiimed the existence of 
brick- woiks m a place where a dam had been cut (Ex 24) , a second proved that an 
innocent-looking neighbouring mound contained the stones that formed a temple with 
a fine dooiway of ornamented soap-stone (Ex 22) The floial designs ol the ]ambs 
and the lintel’s lounded projection, Gapulakshmi and low ol swans with wide-spread 
wings appear to go back to the Hoysala oi even to the Nolamba Pallavn days. The 
shrine was probablv of a linga or of Viiabhadra, both of winch aie now kept m a rude 
shrine, built m modern tunes of large bricks mined fiom tbe Satavahana buildings 
Exn 3 
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buried under-ground From tbe third pit, ]ust m front of the P, nrl . lingc-vaia cave 
was recovered a broken Nandi of soap-stone which might have been formerly connected 
with the Piuc’vlmgA'vara temple 

On the hill slopes of P> a ~~ the mam point foi investigation was whether 

neolithic man had actually lived there Near ly half a dozen 
Baralagondi. pits weie sunk both m the caves and outside and definite 

pi oof was obtained that the place was originally a neolithic 
station (Ex 31-34) In later times, howevei, brick buildings aiose there as is 
evidenced bv the ruinc of foundations and flooring of large bucks, possiblv dating 
from the late Satavahana period In a cave (Ex 32) where a pitted lock showed 
evidence of neolithic man, a laige quantity of non slag, ashes and charcoal was lecoveied, 
suggestmg the inference that either the cave b‘> d been inhabited at two difleienfc periods 
or that the Chandra valh aiea was one of those m the Dekhan m which neolithic man 
passed from the stone age to tbe metal age The evidence of the Baralagondi caves 
is highly suggestive of this conclusion 

It has been ilieady seen m the couise of the survey that Baialagondi had ninny 

evidences of ancient buck buildings Of tbe half a dozen 
Basavanagondi. pits sunk in this aiea, every one levealed the foundatior 

ox walls of some house One pit was extended sc as lx 
recover a good part of tbe plan of a house while m two otheis, looms weie unearthed 
In most cf these, coins of Maharathi Sadakana Kalalaya were collected confirming th( 
evidence of the Budipatti pits that the gieatest prosperity of the town was in tb< 
middle Satavahana period i e , in safei language m the eaily pait of the Chustiai 
era Several foundations and a stone mound appearing un the giound caused a pro 
blem, which led to the sinking of a trench (Ex 36) A highly mteiesting piece o 
information was now gatheied, that above the thiee layers of Satavahana foundation 
standing one upcn another was, very near the surface, a layei containing stone founda 
tions by the side of which Vhaiayi banas were picked up Lest tbeie should be an 
doubt about the choionolcgy of these finds it may be stated that a pot-stone sculptor 
of Sala killing the t 1 ger was also found on the same level close by Further dig^m 
below the Satavahana layei lead to the recovery of glazed brown-wai e pottery and bekn 
it m the bottom layet of polished black-ware pottery It was thus clear that ther 
were at least six different layers, two pre- Satavahana, three Satavahana and on 
Hoysala Since Budipatti -would be more expensive to excavate ow ing to the gres 
depth at which the foundations were men with and since also the Hoysab layer wa 
an additional feature of Basavanagondi it was decided to conduct the third stage < 
the operations, namely excavation and detailed study of r selected spot m the cent] 
of Basavanagondi It was fully realized that considerable complication and difficult 
would arise, since six different layers had to he differentiated and then finds separate 
collected m a depth of not moie than eight or ten feet But cheapness was a prmiai 
consideration and the plot was selected between the trench and the Basavanagon 
water -course 
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SECTION III — Notes on the Individual Excavations 

As stated previously since the ai ea of the ancient site was veiv large and tie ground 
was almost a plain sh ping down trom the hni without any high mounds indicative of 
large braidings, a large number of tnal pits and trenches weie dug up, the total number 
coming to foity A brief note about each one of these is given below with a mention 
of a few linpoitant finds Some of these excavations aie of considerable importance 
while otbeis aie only of passing mteiest A detailed statement oi the objects found m 
each pit, the levels at which they occured, the layers m which they were gathered and 
the classes to winch they have been analysed is given with a, description of each 
article m a long statement which follows these notes To facilitate leady lefeience and 
avoid confusion the objects have been numbered consecutively commencing with 
those collected without excwution, on the ground, in the watei couises and elsewhere 
m the com se of the sm vey and later on In these notes some of the objects are referred 
to by their numbers while if a capital letter follows the numbei it means that an illustra- 
tion of the object is to be found above that numbei in the plate 01 plates referied to 
by the lettei accoidmg to the class of tint object In older the letters are • C=coms, 
P=potteiy, 0— ornaments, ^implements TI=otbei handnvoik including art work 
and N= natural objects Sh followed by a number would lefei to the plates giving 
drawings of the typical ceramic specimens noted for then shapes Illustrations other 
than those of the smaller finds aie referred to by then plate numbers 

In a peninsula-shaped bit of land bounded by two branches of the Nhralagondi 

water-coni se on the east and the west and having on the 
Excavation 1 . south an ineffective hedge put up by the forest depaitment 

foi tnailnng the bounclai y of the Ncsiaktgondi forest planta- 
tion, stands a Viiagal oi gieemsh stone (5' x 2') with three panels and no inscription 
In the bottom panel, in the midst of two armies fighting with bows, arrows and other 
weapons is a horseman whom an enemy cavaher has speared m the back while another 
cavahei is cutting off lus head with a sable In the middle panel the hero and two 
companions aie using to heaven ui a Viuiana attended by celestial chcmaia- bearers. 
In the top panel the lieio worships a lmga m Kailasa and mound him aie Nandi and 
othei devotees Above is a tunet with the sun to right and moon to left The whole 
piece looks like a work of the 14th century Two or three slabs lie neai by 

In order to determine whether there was any foundation close by, an £ L J shaped 
pit was sunk to the south and west of the Yiragal (21' x 6') By the time the depth of 
two feet was reached the forest ranger m chaige of the plantation stopped further work 

3* 
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staking that he could not pemnt any digging Even when he was shown the Govern- 
ment order peimittmg excavation both outside and inside the plantation, he was 
obduiate and ■ ■» ■ . ■ "j the pit was filled m and the woik stopped So fai as had 

been dug out, the giound yielded tiny pot-sheids such as weie bi ought down by ram 
water Nothing else was found 

Near the head oi the chief tubutary of the Neralgondi water-corn se which is in 

some places nearly fifteen feet deep and twenty-five feet 
Excavation 2. wide, bones and pot-sheids weie obseived to be sticking 

out of the ashy eaitli forming the southern side wall at two 
diffeient depths In ordei to get more definite data a pit (II ft x 6 ft ) was dug Aftei 
digging out about 3 ft ot eaith which had only tiny pot-sheids bi ought down by the 
duft, we came upon a foundation foiiued of rough stones aranged m the hum of a 
cncle, a segmeut of which only was unearthed (Plate IN 1 ) The complete circle 
would be about 15 ft m diametei As no large and heavy stone-slab was found inside 
the circle, it was decided that the find was not a cromlech but a regular hut foundation 
On the same level and ]ust outside the cn cle a small lead com (No i SO) 1 was obtained 
and on digging out an ash pit about 3 ft away a number of bioken pots and large bones, 
peihaps of buffaloes, weie found The earth below was yet loose and at a depth of six 
ft some lound stones lesemblmg neolithic pounders were obtained and further digging 
was stopped since lowei down the water-course was covered with bushes m which 
snakes frequently appeared 

Near Ahjaneva s temple m the west wall of the new watei -course a number of 

pits covered with ashes were identified going deep down into 
Excavation 3. the gravel bed below, some of them appeared to be ash pits 

while others which were provided with stone-slabs and cross- 
slabs on top were evidently latiines of the old type In two cases the pits weie so large 
and deep that they could not but have been wells One of the pits just behind Anja- 
neya s temple was chosen and excavated care being taken not to mterfeie with the 
gravel side walls The pit (10' x 7') pioved to be one full ot ashes, pot-sherds, iron slag 
pieces and othei debus At a depth of 3 ft from the ground was discoveied standing 
on end a huge finely burnt buck with some what irregular side faces (No 192) On a 
level with it was collected at the othei end of the pit a cylindrical buff-ware pottery 
vase with its lower extiemity formed into a solid lound stand A number of beads were 
obtained at a lower level hut no coins turned up The side walls and original bottom 
of the pit were found to be hardened and burnt into blackness, suggesting that some kmd 
of fire was kept burning m the pit befoie it was converted into an ash bin 


0) The-e number^ refer to the Catalogue of finds 
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The camp tent had been pitched a little to the west of the pathway near Afi]a- 

neya’s temple and close to one of the tent pegs was observed 
Excavation 4. a veiy low mound (3' x Z') which was suspected to contain 

a burial A diagonal tiench (34/ x 5') was dug, exposing 
a distiubed cist with slabs at each end at a depth of 3 ft and an ash pit of 4 ft depth 
between them A com (No 200), a numbei of beads (Nos 201-205) and some bones, 
mostly of cattle and a large numbei of open mouthed plane-bottomed cone-shaped 
vases weie collected The slabs weie left m then places 

Near another tent peg, the top of a slab peeped out a quaitei of an inch above the 

giound and on digging it was found to lead to a small cist 
Excavation 5. (3' X 2 r ) with the oblong stone at the bottom and an angular 

headed slab on each of three sides while the foiuth was 
formed by two small slabs On the bottom stone was found a partly cmshed skeleton 
with head to west and hip to east with the limbs bent double ovei the body It was 
difficult to decide whethei the body had been laid on its left side or on its back The 
latter appeared moie probable This was the only human skeleton met with in the 
excavations 


A few feet to the west ol No 5 was dug up a tiny dolmen with thiee lough stones 

below and a larger one on top There could be no doubt 
Excavation 6. that it represented a bunal, but no bone oi pot-sherds 

were found m it It appeared to be a immature tomb 
elected for either a child oi some small pet 


About 20 ft to the south of No 5 a sinulai slab-top led to another small cist with 

only the bottom slab and the east and south ones standing. 
Excavation 7. No skeleton oi vase was found But instead a sword-blade 

occurred on the side of the bottom slab (No 230) while 
outside the cist a biass pngle was picked up instead of a coin (No 233) 

About 80 ft further west is a large boulder with a smaller one by its side containing 

a Kannada inscription. (Ep Cam XI Obitaldiug, 83) 
Excavation 8. Near the large bouldei is said to have stood a huge tamannd 

tree now disappeared, and near it the woikmen pointed to 
a place where a treasure trove was to be found. A pit sunk here missed the ash pit 
from which the tamarind tree must have sprung up and hit a hard gravel bed barren 
even of pot-sherds 


.Another square pit sunk near by had smnlai results and was stopped at a depth 


Excavation 9. 


of two feet 
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In the middle of the tract lying between the tent and the central rocks, tbe top 

of a slab appearing 3" above tbe giound led to the exca- 
Excavation 10. vation of a pit (15'xlO') containing two distinct cists. 

The laiger one made, as usual, of six slabs, bad two of the 
latter standing upon tbeir sbntei sides Beside >t at a depth of only a fort fiom the 
giound was a small slab with tbe side walls of the cist made of large bucks. 

A good deal of potteiy and a few beads (Nos 247, 240-243), weie collected in. 
this pit 

The using giound on the slopes of the central locks appealed to be promising and 

deseived to be tested (Plate VII) A pit sunk to the 
Excavation 11. uoith-east of the locks disclosed withm two feet from the 

giound the slabs of a cist near which weie some greenish potm 
coins, potterv vessels and large bones i esemblmg the limb bones of a bison (No 257, ff ) 
Close by, about 3 ft. lowei down a stone dram appealed, lunnmg east to west. 
(Plate VIII 1) It was made of roughly shaped slabs, covering it above also, suggest- 
ing that it was an undei-ground construction Digging was continued, following the 
diam both ways Proceeding westwaid several finely painted red-waie pottery vases 
(No 300, if.) were collected above the level of the diam, which ultimately led to a 
brick stiuctuie constructed of laige bucks (18" x 9" x 3") A brick pipe, five inches 
m diametei descended to the bottom slab ot the structure, leading to tbe conclusion 
that it was some kind of cistern to which water was supplied through the pipe the over- 
flow being led out of the stone diam (Plate VIII 2) The latter was followed to a 
length of neailv 70 ft large limb bones of cattle being found near it At tbe eastern 
end of tbe tiench occuned tbe vestiges of anothei cist the head stone of which stood 
curiously on the top of the slab covenng tin? dm in showing that the dram was there 
befoie the cist was const] noted Within 5 ft of the cist slightly below the level of its 
fallen slabs lav a foundation about 10 ft x 9 ft of iiatuially rounded stones Above 
this foundation which was 2 ft below the giound some coins of the late Satavahana 
period weie picked up while the loose earth on either side of the foundation, 
when excavated to a depth cf 4 it yielded lead coins ot tbe eailiei days of the 
same empiie (Nos 259, ff ) Thus it Was gathered that the cistern the chain and the 
layer on a level with them belonged to the early Satavahana tunes, while tbe bunals 
and the stony foundation belonged to a slightly latei da te The occurrence of painted 

pottery above the stone diain could le 'd only to the conclusion that painted led-ware 
ornamented in white continued to be used at least foi funeial purposes down to the 
middle Satavahana epoch In the cistern a few miniature potteiy vases weie collected, 
(No 300 a ) a fact which might have led to the interpretation that tbe brick stureture 
was after all an earliei cist, had it not been foi the presence of tbe otherwise in- 
explicable brick-pipe 
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To the north of the cential rocks, a few feet away, a pit (6 ftx5 ft ) was dug fiom 

which only a quantity of painted and ordinary pot-sherds 
Excavation 12. could be collected Digging was stopped at ‘a depth of 

4f ft 

The head of a heavy triangular slab led to some digging mound it a i emit of 

Excavation 13. which the tops of some moie slabs weie laid haie Fuitkei 

work was not continued heie as anothei cist was all that 
could be expected 

To the west of the rocks between two ploughed tiacts m a sm ill uncultivated 

patch, a pit (5' x 5') was ti led Only small pot bits appealed 
Excavation 14. m loose giavel down to a depth of 4 ft It was thought that 

the spot lay m a position whereon all the earth wished 
down fiom the centi.il rocks would be deposited and the pottery lavei. if any. would 
occur only at a < i> m ho bh depth, and further woik was not continued 

The giouud uuniedntely to the west of the cential rocks is divided into two long 

arable stnps lying noith to south, known as Budipatti 
Excavation 15. and Kelagalapatti As on the noith side of the rocks these 

two strips are cove'ed on then siuface with immmeiable 
pot-sheids and iron-slag pieces, stiange coins and beads being some times picked up 
heie Proposals weie sent up to Government for the purchase of Budi-pitti with the 
intention of cairymg a trench through it, and to test the ground meanwhile a pit was 
sunk m the uncultivated strip lying between the two pattis and the south-eist of the 

central rocks (Plate XII ) At the it ivas 5' x 5' at the top and the 

results were very -1 ■ I'.ig n 0 to a depth of 4' Then a layei of debus was struck and 
the pit extended to 11' X 8' (Plate XIII 1) Fiuther down several interesting laveis 
were unearthed until at last the pit was 14' deep To gather more information and to 
verify the results already obtained, the pit was furthei extended to 31' x 17', until at 
last it became the largest and deepest of the pits (Plate XIII 2) Foi the area excavated, 
it yielded exti aoi dmaxy results Since the gi ound is sloping from east to west and there 
is a difference in the top level of more than 2', the depths aie given heie with leference 
to the giound level of the east wall 

As was done elsewhere, the method of removing the eaith by 6 layers was adopted 
here also and the eaith sifted with very great care 

The first four feet contained little more than small bits of potteiy evidently bi ought 
down from the higher slopes by ram water which flows neai the pit like a toiient 
immediately after a storm. Potteiy commenced to appeal immediately below, several 
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bowls <i nri vases of unpolished war e being collected in the next 2 especially m the north- 
past comn At a depth of o', a definite flooi made up of hardened red giavel was 
t- acted and c ■' i » 11 > 0 to it on the north was a small foundation made of seven 
pieces of well burnt bricks (keadth 8 5", thickness 3", and longtli 16") which piob- 
ubly uippoited the base of a pillai On the east pieces of stone slabs formed a similar 
foundation and theie was definite evidence that the flooi had been iu some places 
h idened by concrete made oi buck-bats, stones and giavel mixed togethei Most 
of the coin," found in this flooi weie coveied by gieemsh cmst and on cleaning proved to 
ben the elephant tvpe and the Biahnu legends common to the coins attributed by 
Ejpvm to Ya|na Sil Satakaim who revived the Satavahana. powei m the second 
centra y A D (No 420) Eithei in the bwei level of tlie floor oi ]ust below it 
occurred a lead coin of king Mudananda (No 419) The sequence is interesting as 
it -rawest" that the two lattei rulers were earliei than Ya]na Sri 

About T below this level appealed another floor of very similar character showing 
it' own bioken plane of bricks slabs and haidened giavel It was on this floor on the 
west "ide of the pit that a lead com of the Bow type bearing the legend ‘ Ibvjno Got. uni 
putisi Vilivava kitrasa 5 occurred (No 421) It was thus cleai that this floor though 
a veiv shallow one belonged definitely to the middle Satavabana period during which 
the gieat emperoi was ruling 

The thickest of the layeis occraied below this flooi To <i depth of 2' a huge 
quantity of a»hv earth was dug up, full of broken pot-sherds Some of these latter 
evidently belonged to polished led w.ne but theie was no evidence of painted designs 
Coj'e buff waie was plentiful and a large numbei of vases were found togethei 
oi, a Luge rough stone on a level corresponding with the floor nem the north 
w.ib In a line with the led giavel floor of this layer was a small file place of bricks and 
h\ it" side one of stone Just behind them both, was a row of bucks (16"X7-2,"X 3") 
{•erhaps the foundation of an enithen wall standing above them On the other side 
of the will was a Luge heip of ashes extending to several feet in length and right up 
to the uppei flora coat lining blunt eaitb, charcoal pieces, blackened bucks and 
i o.ited lead (.ran" (No 425) It looked mote like pait of a bouse burnt up and col- 
L p"ed than like a hie-place A numbei of beads and coins appeared in various parts 
of tU" Livei and most of them bore the legend “Maharathisa Sadakana Kalnlaya” 
m w Min Ba { imj n h is assigned the date to cnca 180 B C 1 The floor of tbs layer with 
*t ^ ^ ^ppeaiance was definitely diflerentiated fiom the dark pottery- 

**'■, uth abate it both by colour, and by character The occunence of potsherds 

i i * ' j, t} *****&* and within a depth of 9" an L shaped wall made of 
my wicks (1, i % X8 ) showed itself towards the west By its side was obtained 
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a clue for its date m tlie shape of some heads and a com coveied by a violet colouied 
ci ust On cleaning, the name of Augustus Caesei was read upon it (ISTo 42 K) While 
on almost a level with it was obtained a lead com of “Maharathi Sadakana Kalalaya” 

For nearly a foot below the level of this wall extended a giayisli-colouied loose gra- 
velly bed which the workmen declaied to he vugm soil But a close examination of se- 
veral basketfuls of this giavel showed that it did contain potsheids, and fiuthei digging 
was continued About a foot below the L shaped wa.ll large flat bones looking like those 
of buffaloes weie met with along with glazed potsheids and vases One of the Utter which 
was damaged was biown outside and black mside and well polished, while anothei was 
a fine large cup of polished red waie ornamented with basket work design m white 
(No 777) The grayish gravel flooi extended foi nearly a foot further down, at which 
level there was found a xow of megulai stones looking like pait of a hut foundation 
A depth of 13 feet had been reached by now Another 2" of eaith was removed and 
examined and as no evidence occuried either m the shape of bones, potsherds oi stone 
weapons, fnrthci digging was stopped 

The seven layeis of this pit and the evidence contained m them came like a revela- 
tion and helped to solve a number of pioblems which confronted the excavator at the 
commencement of the excavation 


It has been already stated that to the east of the central rocks on a boulder was 

the engiavmg of a tiger (13 ft x 3 ft ) with its body marked 
Excavation 16. by a peculnu lattice design (Plate IV 2) Part of this body 

was under ground and when a pit was dug to unearth it, two 
small lead coins weie obtained at a depth of 1| feet from the ground (Nos 7K6-7S7) On 
the slope of the lull higher up, anothei lead coin was picked up on the surface making 
it clear that the slope had a gieat deal concealed within it At first, m addition to the 
pit near the tiger two otheis were dug at differ ent places on the slope and then all the 
three weie connected foiming ultimately a loughly T shaped trench (Plate XI 1) 
Within the area of the trench half a dozen cists wore found in different stages of distur- 
bance and nun At the western end was a large slab split into two (6'x5') with the 
side walls and top slab lying near by A few open-mouthed potteiy howls of the usual 
kind were obtained near the slabs along with a valuable com of lead of the bull type 
probably bearing the name of a hitherto unknown prince Kama If the reading of 
the legend be con ect, the date of the burial would go back to about 200 B C. since no 
•Satavahana rulei of that name is known About 25 ft to its east were the nuns of 
three distinct cists near which coins of lead and potm evidently of the Satavahana per lod 
weie collected Close to the tiger, on a large slab existed two iow r s of r ough stones, lying 
east and west, which probably belonged to another cist 
Exn 
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One of tlie cists winch was intact was carefully opened stage by stage and photo- 
graphs were taken both befoie and after opening (Plate IX 3) Its uppei half was 
practically filled with what appealed to be lime-stone, while on the lower slab stood two 
pots containing ashes and small pieces of split bones and teeth of cattle (Plate IX 4) 
Theie was also a low-necked beaker and four other small pots (No 914, ff ) No human 
bones were found in the cist But the most mteiestmg stone structure occurred at 
the eastern end of the trench where on a slab supported by two side-slabs were found a 
large number of highly interesting pottery vases (Plate X 1 ) Among them may be 
mentioned the mins of an elep 1 1-1 1 urn, polished black- ware cups and bowls 
with tight fitting saucer-shaped or pagoda-topped lids, mimatuie vessels, phials for 
unguents and small three-footed red-ware vases (No 881 and 85 5) Most of these 
appaientlv were degenerate survivals, perhaps retained foi funeiaiy purposes and 
imitations of the larger vases and urns found m the pie-histouc coinilechs of south India. 
The fact tnat Satavahana coins occmred close by went to show that Satavahana 
funerary pottery still retained the technique and loims peculiar to pie-historic burials 
Further digging brought to light a polished black-ware sancei and a similar pot, the 
mouth of which was coveiecl by a gourd shaped howl and at a distance of a yard from 
it on the same level, a neolith levealed itself (Plate X 2) Below, was a hard gravel 
bed but even in ix m-ude a small pit, a black-waie polished urn was discovered upright, 
tbe mouth being tightly closed by a large rumd-bottomed bowl 

Thus it was seen that almost throughout the Satavahana period, when a town 
flourished close by, tbe central mil slope like the field to its north was used for burials. 
But, as no human bones were found and the urns invariably contained ashes, while the 
smallei pots had offerings, an important piece of information was obtained about funeral 
customs m the Sativa liana tunes 

On a ten ace above tbe central rocks stand a number of large roughly shaped stones 

which appear to have formed the lower parts of the three 
Excavation 17. walls belonging to whatwas perhaps an one loomed structure 

As tne lattei was open to the east, it was possibly a te m ple 

To the south-east of the slops ot the cential rock a pit (10' x 10') was tried. But 

it was given np at a depth of 1 5' as hardish earth we s reached 
Excavation 18. A com was found on the noith side 1 foot below the ground 

(No 931) 

A little southward, at a depth of 9 inches, hard red gravel was reached except at 

the north end where an asn pit yielded ivoiy bracelets, 
green glass heads, etc (Nos 932-933) The ash pit ended 
at a depth of lj feet. 


Excavation 19. 
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At the southern end of Budipatti the gi ound lose suddenly by about 6 feet causing 

the suspicion that it contained seme mined building But 
Excavation 20. as the mound was several yards squaie a pit of 5' x 5' was 

dug which was later cn extended tc 17' X 16' ("Plain XIV) 
The usual six-inch method was adopted The eaith was whitLsh and ashy and at first 
nothing useful was found until a laige rough stone appealed foui feet below the giound 
What that stone stood for, it was difficult to guess But 2 5 feet below it appealed a 
foundation of bnck-bats, just above which and below also, gieemsh potm coins turned 
up (No 987, 1002) Tlnee feet below it again was a layei of potteiy with bnck-bats 
mteiposed hei e and there About 1 5' further down was another gioup of megulai stones 
and buck bats and six inches below it a flooi fonued of crushed bucks Above this 
flooi level pot-sherds were plentiful, while below it biown guvel occuried with veiy 
few potsherds But as pot-sheids were yet theie, further digging was continued and 
a foot lowei oi nearly 10 feet below the giound was seen part of a, large foundation of 
stone iunnmg into the earth north and south and having a width of 2 5 feet 
Further down were pieces of ci usher! pots and a polished red-ware howl with • 1 

ornamentation m white (No 1114) Digging was continued to a depth of 15 feet and 
was stopped smce haid led giavel was leached and no pot-sherds oceuned m the 
earth. (Plate XV 1) 

This pit though less prolific m coins and finds than the one at the northern extie- 
mity of Budipatti (Ex 15), seivecl gieatly to con oboiate the lattei’s evidence, especi- 
ally about the numbei of layei s and then charactei 

Midwav between Ankle Matt and the cential lock to the south of some toddy palm 

tiees, some rows of bucks were seen m the ground Near 
Excavation 21. them a copper com of the lion type issued Ly Knshnaraja 

III Mysore, was picked up (No 1116) On digging, wo 
buck foundations (1 10") i mining nor tli to south were disclosed In the gi ound between 
them at a depth of one foot oceuned a pavement of lriegular slabs, perhaps part of a 
floating foundation Below the pavement weie found pottery bowls and cattle bones. 
A little to the north was an ash pit m which pot-sherds and burnt bones of cattle and 
other animals were found 

As the Kadamba Rock-msci lption lefeis to a tank, careful search was made for 

all signs of bunds along the Hulegondi defile Three 
Excavation 22. mined dams weie found, one of which is close to the new 

masonry dam and has a bieach 100 feet wide To find 
out how much of the hund was aitificial, a tnal pit was sunk on the light hank behind 
the rock overhanging tlie new dam Heie on the northern side was found a buck 
facing (40' x 6') made of half and quaitei bucks paved togethei to pi event the eaith 
from being removed by flood- watei The half bucks measuied 8" x 8” x 2 5" 

4 s * 
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In the centie of the quadrangular tenace m front of Ankle Matt are to be noticed 

a few bricks and a stone which appeal to have foimed part 
Excavation 23. of a bnck-structuie on which peihaps stood an image of 

Nandi. The inscription m the Panchalmga cave suggested 
the Hoysala period On a careful search the body of a soap-stone statue was revealed 
near the southern end of the quadrangle A pit (6'x 6' X 3') was sunk aiound the 
figure which turned out to be Nandi with broken-head and hump (Plate XVI. 1). 
Two other pieces were discovered a little faithei away and the three parts put together 
foimed a fine recumbent bull 

In front of the Hulegondi Bbanava temple at a lowei level there was a mound on 

which weie lying mimetons stone beams, pillar k and slabs 
Excavation 24. belonging to some ruined temple The tops of the jambs 

and the lmtel beam of a soap-stone doorwav were noticed 
and a pit was sunk to imeaith them Aftei recovery they weie found so heavy 
that they had to be ananged up-side down for being photogi aphed (Plate XVII) 
The jambs of the door wav contained the leaf and floral orm mentation commonly 
seen m Hoysala ai chitectuie, while the heavy lintel stone had a iow of fine swans 
with out-spiead wings and with Gajalakshnu seated between two elephants above 
the iow When eaith to a depth of 9" was lemoved, the lriegularly fallen bricks 
probably of the towei of the temple were disclosed The mam outlrne of the temple 
was noticed when a depth of two feet was reached. On the north side excavation was 
continued to a depth of feet , hut since no bricks oi pottery could be seen m the 
lim e-stone gravel, further digging was stopped and the dooiway placed in a secuie 
position 

In the right wall of the New Water-coarse just below its confluence with the 

Basavanagondi water-course, could he clearly seen three 
Excavation 25. distinct layeis of pot-sherds In ordei to find out whether 

they belonged to distinct layers a cutting was made with 
a step representing the level of each layer Several greenish potm coins (Nos 1 155 - 1156 ) 
were collected m the middle lavers along with some heads and other articles while 
painted pot-sherds occuired m the lowest layers 


To the south of the Basavanagondi water-course lay a heap of stones 3 "feet high 

and 15 feet m chametei It appeared to be part of a 
Excavation 26. collapsed building which being so near the suiface might 

be veiy recent. As the smaller stones were removed and 
the larger ones below came to light three distinct rows could be distinguished running 
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aorth and south with an east-west tow at eithei end Bones of small annual, 

Ubly of birds were collected in some quantity among the large, found,, non sti,' 
No due about the date of the i urns was had until neai one of the foundation store t 
a depth of only 6 inches from the ground level a silver Vhaita Iijlu ob ' 

Foi the lemons discussed elsewheie, 1 Viia,4yi Hanas have now been a,„™l A 
later Hoysuta times Thus « was decided that the collapsed bmldnAva, some 
unimportant stiuctiue of the Hoysah tunes The hint thrown by the in* ipt.oi, 

m the Fan. hi g.‘ -w . cave, that the Chandiavalh valley was lived m dmni- the 
Hoysala. days, was coniruned 


In ouler to find out the la yens contained m the ground tiuthei below without 
turbmg this evidence of tlie Hoysalu period, two pits wete sunk one to tlie e.mt and tire 
other to the west of the 1 inns Evidences of the next flooi below appealed m the shape 
of slabs <it a depth of I \ feet fiom the gioimd Anothei flooi appealed to exisi at 3 
feet depth, below which again at least two diffeient varieties of potterv could be 
^ 1 1 e ! at diffeient depths, Grravel appealed to occui at a depth of 7 
feet 


In order to gather moic information about the undergi omul contents of Bibavmm- 
gonch, a straight trench running east to west was excavated with a length of about 70 
feet and a breadth of 3 loot (Plate VIII 3) Within half a foot several lines of dabs 
and rough stones appeared belonging evidently to one layei the date of which could 
be gatheied as the fouitoeuth contury by a gold Vhaiayi Hana (No 12(h<) picked up 
on one of the slabs. Below this level stmctnial evidence foi only two layei k, could be 
found the bottom of haul giavel being met with at a depth of between 5 and 6 feet 
But the occuxieace of uuglazod pot-sherds, polished red- ware pottery, painted ware and 
polished black ware m a rough orde-i from the suilace down-waids showed that there 
wcie several Layers Inflow the Hoys da and that most of them belonged to the Sata- 
vahana times. An ash. pit at a depth or about ti feet contained some interesting v rt ses 
and a perforated cup with a tight fitting stone lid (Nos 1347-1348) On the whole the 
trench proved tlie existence of a Hoysafa layer close to the ground and of several luveis 
belonging to the iSatava liana times below it (Plate VIII 4 ) 


On the light bank of the Bwuvauagondi water-course a few bricks were visible in 

soveial spots, and an attempt was made to twee the wail 
Excavation 27. that may possibly be connected with the bricks A little 

digging disclosed a rathei uneven floor of large brick-bats 
lying 2 to 3 feot below the gi omul A few feet to then west on a level with their lower 
courses was fonud a term-cotta cast of what is very probably a Homan com (No 1354). 
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The brick flooring was lemoved and below it on the west side of the pit were found 4 
hal* bricks arranged like the foundation of a pillai About a foot below these occurred 
coral beads, non nails and pot-sheids Two feet lower down in the dark gravel, that 
is 7 g feet below the ground level were found a half buck, some irregular stones and 
the broken lowei stone of a » ^ h o null lying up-side down Digging was con- 
tinued to a depth of 12 feet but only haid gravel without any potteiy was met 
with. 


Some other bucks 

Excavation 28. 


visible on the right bank of the Basavanagondi water-course 
led to the discovery of 3 walls about 3 feet m height forming 
a small loom On a level with the top of the walls was one 
layei of pot-sherds while neai their bottom was another. 


Inside the loom weie collected some imitation coial beads (No 1373) and a 
crystal spherule (No 1 285) A huge slab was lying on the top of the west wall, 
while m the norto -west mside corner was found a large bioken tun half burned m the 
eaith In it were a shallow clay cup and a small clay oil lamp. The pot itself had 
numeious thumb maiks of the makei on the inside The wails had 6 couises of bricks 


most of which were bioken pieces The full bi lcks measuied 18" X 9" X 4" and the walls 


were 19 thick Thexe was no sign of plastering oi the use of mortar Instead of the 
lattei a mixture of led eaith and sand appeared to have been employed As pieces of 
bucks were mostly used the walls appealed weak specially m their cential longitudinal 
line No special foundation was visible and the walls of the period appeared to rest 
on the hairhsh gravel bed 


In the northern part of Basavanagondi a foundation of small rough stones was 


Excavation 29. 


visible near a boulder A little digging showed that they 
weie meant foi a hut the back wall of which was formed. 


bv the boulder There being the indication of something 
like a veiandah m fiont of the hut 


At the head 

Excavation 30 


ef Baialagondi wheie the water-course takes its ongm from the rocks, 
theie is a laige bouldei which looks like having come down 
ftom the slopes above , undei it is a low mound of earth 


m which aie imbedded bucks, stones, pot-sheids and bones 
which have a ciushed appearance It is possible that theie was an earth-quake after 
the Satavahana penod and huge boulders were hurled down on the plain below. 
Populai tiaditionieeoids that about 80 yeais ago them was a seveie eaith -quake which 
shook many bouldei & ofi the sides of the hill About 30 feet from the boulder on the 
right hank oi the watei-couise seveial layers of pot-sheids were visible, but on digging 
no buck wall could be found Pieces of huge sized bucks however existed in plenty, 
and about 5 feet mside the left bank the collapsed bucks and slabs of a house were 
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found and in fiont of them at a depth of two feet from the gLOund occuued an over- 
turned pot (No 1400) and a coral bead 

Above Baialagoticli, about 150 feet up the hill side is a large sloping platform 

(100' X 100') Here a collapsed buck sti uctm e was observed 
Excavation 31. and on closer examination it appealed to be a flooiing made 

of pieces of laige bucks Enough eaith was removed to 
make the bucks clearly visible and between them and the tamarind tiee to then west 
a shallow trench was excavated (40' x 2') The noi them end of the ti ench was widened 
(4)' and deepened Three feet below the level of the bucks occuued a fine neohth of 
haid daik stone (No 1420) A foot furthei down nr what was perhaps an ash pit broken 
pots and bowls weie found At 6 feet below the ground digging was stopped 

To the south-east of the Baralagondi tenace and about 50 feet higher up is one of 

the many caves of the neighbourhood It is oleaily visible 
Excavation 32. from near the tiger lock An old path-wav led to its front 

and it appevred likely to have been a stone-age home (18' X 
15' X 7') At the back of the cave was found a bouldei about 3^ Feet high on the 
top of which appealed a worn out smootheiied pitch (1'xT), formed evidently by 
stone weapons being ground on it But on excavating, the ground yielded within a 
depth of 9 inches plenty of iron slag Fuitbei inside was an ash pit with pot-sheids 
one of which at least boie a design m white painted on led giound below the ash pit 
at a depth of 3 feet appeared hard lime-stone giavel This and the neighbouring cave 
m which evidences of neolithic life occur along with iron slag raise the important 
question whether the prehistoric men of Ghitaldmg might not be among those who 
discovered oi at least first adapted the use of non 

Some feet to the noith of the Baralagondi terrace a pit (7'x5l') was sunk just 

by the side of a bouldei for the pui pose of finding neolithic 
Excavation 33. evidences At a depth of 11 feet near the west wall was 

a bioken mealing stone and about thiee feet below the 
giound on the east side weie found a half finished neolithic weapon, a well ground round 
neolithic celt and two i ound pounders (Plate IX 2) In the centre of the pit at a 
depth of 2-| feet occurred two rough stones with a smallei one between them suggesting 
a fire place, the existence of which was proved by the occurrence of ash A small 
rough slab lay near by and below them was har’d brown gravel 

On a boulder to the north of the Baralagondi tenace were clearly visible two 

shallow depressions (2' x 1') which were most probably 
Excavation 34. caused by grinding stone weapons (Plate XVI 4). A pit 

6' X 5' X 5' x 3]' was excavated by its side , but no neoliths 
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were recoveied The earth was ashv arid it was still yielding bits of bones and pot- 
sherds when woik was stopped 

On the light bank of the New Witei-comse opposite to the cent] a 1 rocks was a 

high mound standing at its confluence with its Baialugondi 
Excavation 35 tubutaiy Heie on the top of a high natuial wall of haul 

led giavel could be noticed a layer of recent ashy earth fioni 
which two buck walls weie pist emeigmg On digging the southern one led to a door 
and ul tuna tel v to a loom which held in one comei a fiie place Neat the lattei were 
found splintered bones and black beads To the north was found anothei loom 
with a Luge am m its comei ("Plate XVI 2) The bucks weie Luge and umfomi 
(16"x8"x3") and the walls which weie compai a tivel v well built though only 2 5 ' in 
height showed no traces of plasteung or moitai There was no tiace of any foundation 
and the lowest course of bucks stood on loose made-up e.uth and not on the stave] 
bed which could be found 2 feet below it 

At the northern end of Basavanagondi close to Chatri-bande a few bucks wen* 

■just visible m the ground, suggesting the existence of a 
Excavation 36. house A little digging disclosed a wall made up of large 

bricks (18"X9"x3j") (Plate XI 2) The excavation 
was extended tiacing the coiuse of the walls until the plan of a good pait of a Bouse 
stood visible (Plate XY 2 ) The walls were 18" thick, the bucks being placed in a 
fashion which lesembles what is commonly known locally as English bonding Between 
the courses of the bucks, led earth had been used instead of cement and the Bouse 
appealed to contain seveial looms, one of the walls abutting on a bouldei to the east 
Some mteisetmg potteiy vases, looting tiles loughly shaped like the modern Mangalore 
tiles (No 1507), coins of lead beaung the legend Maharathisa Sadakana kalalaya 
(No 1447 ff ) and a large number of pestles and moitais (No 1503) weie collected in 
the house One of the mortars (No 1504) had some kind of paste sticking to it. the 
house being possibly the t of a physician A problem arose when to the south-east of 
the house a row of pieces ot slabs was met with and it was noticed that the lowest oJ 
them were on a level higher than the flooi of the buck house The low of stones 
probably belonged to a collapsed wall of some otheT building of a latei penod About 
40 feet to the east of this house on the same level m the sloping bank of the water 
course the top of a laige pot was noticed On digging out the pot pi oved to be a large 
red- waie round bottomed urn about 2J feet m diameter the low neck of which was 
covered with a shallow basm-like lid (Ncs 1510-1511) Both of these were cracked and 
went to pieces when excavated but thev weie carefully re-built on the spot and pBoto- 
graphed (Plate XVI 3 ) 
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REFUSE 


So far back as IS73 lists of these mscuptions were famished to me by Government with a 
view to tlion being translated and published, But the nmeious other important woiks on winch I 
Iuvo been engaged took up all my spare lime Being refened to recently by Colonel W Hill, then 
acting as 0 ■ iv i • of Coorg, for information regarding the inscriptions, it seemed desirable to git 
them punted at once, as the number was not large Some of the oldest and most important had 
1 1 mu (leeiphei ed and published by me at various tunes ; of others I had copies by me made during my 
olfn ul connection ioi many years with Cooig as Dnector of Public Mi notion The materials weie 
thus in gieat measure already propaied, and lam indebted to Colonel Hill, and to Colonel Tredway 
('Like, now Comnussionoi of Coorg, for assistance m piocurmg copies ot some of tne modern in- 
scriptions, 


Kino iloii 1 , Kasli'i 18HG, 
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INTRODUCTION, 


The inscription? of Coorg though few in nunibei are, especially the oailiei ones, not without import- 
ance and they range over a considerable penod They tell us little about the Kodagas oi Cooigs them- 
selves Noi was this to lie expected, toi theCooigs aie liatiually an unletteied iaco, their leiy lananago 
haung no written chaiactcis , and althnugli the predominant class, they foim less than one-si\th oi the 
population Those inscriptions which date fiom betoie the end of the 10th centuiy A D aie conneot- 
erl with the Gang ft dynasty , thence to the middle of the 14th centuiy the Hoy sal a kings .ippeu 
m the ascendant , followed by the Nayaks of Btilui nndei tlie Vijaijanagm empue , and inuily by thr- 
iLajas of Kodag (oi Coot g) The close connection of the piovmco with Mysoie throughout tlie gi^ator 
pait of its history is thus appaient, a connection which has been peipetuated to the piesont day m the 
:>i i n n gc’Tic tU foi its - 1 * , *' " ■ by the Bntish Goveniment The eailiei lnsuiptioiw show that the 

dam faith was exclusively the State oi couit lehgton Then followed the S'aiva and Vai&lmava ciectls 
mid lastly the Lmgayit form of S'aivism All this wdnlo, the Cooigs no doubt as now, kept to thou own 
Ancestial and Demon woislnp 1 Of the toimer, No 5 possibly fium&hes evidence, as also of the antiqui- 
ty of the Cooig houses 

CrSiHgas.- The Ganga line of kings was fiist bi ought to notice by my publication m IS? 2" of tbo 
Mercaia plates, winch heie form No 1 My discoieij soon aftei of the Nag. .ngflU, Mallohalh-, 
Hosui J and other plates giving fullei nifoimation legaidmg the dynasty, kept up the interest excited m 
them and brought out then traditional histoiy, budging ovei the space which mtenened between the 
Mmcai a plates and the stone inscriptions Nos 2 to 4 The Revd T Foulkes has since published one 6 
which tluows much light on the subject , and 1 am m possession of the Hebbiu and Naisapm plat 1 ^ 
and have taken copies of numeious stone mscuptionb ot this dynasty, all which wall appeal in tlie. 
fresh woik I am piepamig on the msciiptions of Mysore Fiom these vaiions souiccs a mass ol inform- 
ation has been diawn, which it appears advisable to present m the foim of annals, with indication ol the 
authority on winch the statements lest Wheie paiticuku pluases occur generally msevual umip- 
tions, it has not been thought nccessaiy to specify the authonty Unless othcnvise stated, each king 
may be consideicd to be the son of his piedecessor. 

The temtoiy mlcd by the Gangas may be desenbed m a geneial w r ay as the whole of the ugion 
ill a mod by the Kaveii, with the exception ot the delta of Tanyoie It extended theiofoie or pi all the 
s»outh and west oi Mysoie, Coimbatore, Salem, Cooig and paits ofMalabai Thou capital at lust was 
at Skandapuia, which Lassen has placed at Gnijalhatti on the old ghat load from Mysoie to Tuehuiopoly 
But fiom the time of Ilau Vaimma the capital was at Talakadu on the Iuveii 

Date Annals of the Gan f fa hhujs 

A D. lalen entv ehj from inset tjitions 

KonganU-Varmma 3 * * , Dharmma Maiiadhivaja 

of the Kauvayana gotra 

cut ilnough a pillar of stone with a single stioke of his swoid 
adorned with wounds obtamecl m battle 
a wild-fit e m consuming tbe stubble of the finest called Dana 
master of conntnes bum fiom the lapidity of his own victories 
was in the gloat city of Kuvalala (Ivolai ) 
conseciated to conquer the Dana mandala 
had the bauuer of a peacock’s tail (pmchha) 

1 Utdllfuims ofiehsmus devotion homage to dead ldahons is the most widclj extended (Irdu auv mm, who donht-. this *at i to "u i 
B Tjlor’s 1 Fumitoe Cultrne,’ vul u, clnp, mu) Sir Momcp. Williams m 1 2?l, Thought and Life m India, p 271 

- bid Ant I, 363 , XII, 12, Mys Ins 2S2 S Ind An t Tl, 156 4 id, V, 10b, 13o 

' Aia'iias Journo,’ of LUernluie and Science for 1S78, p 133 6 Man unt of the Salon Dish id Vol, II, p 30'., 

• Mils name also lias tl e foinis Kouami, Kongom, Kongum and Konjuli 

Hi-, name, aooordmj to the qiaul, was also MAUivu, Iju*- it is unpuihihk that t,\o kings in wui hid Ik r,ar, 

a ne, and the statement lstotuiil nowhe o else, 
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Date 
A. D 

Madliava 

a touchstone for (teeing) gold the learned and poets 
stilled among those who expound and practise the science of polities 
wiotc a commentary on the law of adoption ( dattala sub a) 
adoinod with wounds obtained m battle" 
of a wealth and glory piotected by Bhagavat 

247 Han-Varmma 

used elephants in war 

of gieat wealth acquired by the use of the bow 
Insolation 

Grant iu S'aka 160 at Oiekoilu in the Maisu(r) nhl 70 

Vishnu Gopa^ 

demoted to the worship of gin us, cows and Bialnnans 
piaismg the feet of Narayana 
Ins mental cneLgy unimpaired to the end of life 
m kingly polity the equal of Biihaspati 
m valom equal to S'alaa 

JRdja Mailed 

loid of the city of Ivolala (Kolai) 
i tiling m the city of Talavana. (Talakadu) 
receiver of a boon from the goddess Padmavati 

Inset iption 

Grant m S'aka (? 272) the jear SMLhana, at the city of Talavana 

—425 Madhava* 

mauied the sister of the Kadamba king Rmbna Vaimma 5 
his head at the feet of Tiyambaka 
Ins two aims grown stout and haul with athletic exciciscs 
eager to iaiso the ox of merit out of the mne of the Kali yugn 
xeviycfl of donations for long-ceased festivals of the gods and Brahman 
endowments 

425—478 Avmita, Kongani 

son of the Kadamba king Knshna Varmma’s sister, 

ciowncd while an infant on Ins mothei’s lap 

man led the cLuightei of Skanda Vaimma, Baja of Punuitl'' 

reckoned the fiist ot the learned 

devoted to tlio wot ship of Ilat a 

like Vaivas vat a Manu m piotcclmg the South m the mamtouance of 
castes and leligious outers 


On uthcntv f 
WlntllKLllJ.tKi] 


Mallohaih 

5 


55 


Tanjoie 


MalUalh 

7 

n 


Haulm a 
■»> 

}? 




Xdlohalh 

j? 


u 

17 


n 


13 


2 T Iii" occur* in onlj one msci iption 3 and seems to be transfer! ed fmm Kongam-V irmm4 m mist \\c 
2 The Iliulun giant lepiescnts Imp as the sou of Kong mi Viiiminfi the mterree Jute lungs hue e\jtVnily been omitted 

o !No other nisiuption mentions In hi, and it u doubtful w bethel thu name w u used so caily I uc foiin Kelvin too is mule modem, nnd the 
refugee to FadmAuli seema to connect hitu with the litei lain; 

4 Son of Yblimi Gopa 


5 Them is a gi ml by the son of i bs i mg wi ich would pace tho Iatlei in about S'dka 360 ( M Ant VI, 2 3 , VII, 03 ) 

6 The Pim&d oi Funnier 10000 foimcd the ethcrnc south of the picnenfc M\bme countiy and cm responds with tho Kvli nid oi Ten Nful ciuntiy 

of the 16 th centuiy ( Alys Ins 034 ) The mint sui\i\es in the existing If utm&da, now edit'd ffaihmmijtk eUdle of the \1 Uoio r.i\ J 
nixnly The Fwnuti of Ptolunv and the Fanxuta oi Colonel rule’s map of Ancient India beem to ie ( er to thp &ami. Plant ot the 
FumiSd r 131s has hem found by Mi bewtll , whi<h the following mines of the Lings — 

Kns vippa Kdshtia Yamuna I His son, rot n lined 

N igaditta, bs son 
Sing i-V irram£ eon of the last 


who into the grant from Iutthipm {Inti dni MI, 11), 


IIis so'i, rot n uned 
SLanda V umnu 7 son of the Iasi 
lUudatta, lus son — 
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Bate rniutlonh or 

A D what ii ^cnjiMun. 

InsoijAzons 

Giant in (he 29th year of Ins reign, the year Ja^a MallohcBli 

Grant m Saka 388, sanctioning a gift b} the raantn of the king Akala-Taisha, 

bestowing Badaneguppe m the Edenad 70 of the Punad 10000 Mficcua 

478 — 513...Durvvimta, Kongam Vnddha 

mamed one who cliose him though betiotbed by hei father to anotliei Mallohalk 
was taught by the authoi of S'abddvcdd} a 1 Reblur 

though not matui ed in ago yet oi npe vntue Bang, Mus. 

wrote a commentary on 15 saigas of the TT.xV /; ' a 
fought sangumaiy wars foi the possession of Andaii, Adattui , Pauiulaie, 

Pennagaia and other places 3 j MalloJiuln , 

ruler of the whole of ? Panad and Pimnad [ Ilellat 

like Varvasvata Maiiu m piotectnig ihe castes andieligious oideis of the 

South MalloJiaUi 

piaismg the feet of Vishnu „ 

the Yudhishthua of the Kali yuga ,, 


Tnsoijrfions 

Grant m the 3rd year of his reign to a resident of Mahlsenapura Ban q fiTus 

„ „ 35th „ , the year Vijaya, of Kelale MalJoJialh 

Mushkara, MoLlmtf, Kongcnu VikldJia 

mamed the daughter of the Sindhu Raja Bt it Mas* 

groups of clustering savages did homage at his feet 

S'n Vikrama, Kougani Ynddha b 

the abode of 14 blanches of learning 

skilled among those who teach and practise the science of politics in 
all its blanches 


Bhu Vikrama, S'ri Vallabha, Kongam 1 

his chest scaned with wounds obtained m battle from the tusks of 
elephants 

defeated the Pallava king nr the gicat battle of Vilanda, 3 earned 
off his women and took all his countiy 

S r ivamara G ; Nava Kama* Kongani 
the younger brother of Bhu Vikiama 


-727 Marasimha 7 

piotected Dmdikoj Enga and Naga Danda, one of them a letugce Salem 

f i om Amoglia-V ai slid 

cut a piece of bone out of Ins body fiom a wound received m the battle 

of VaunbalguU and sent it to the vateis of the Ganges ^ j* 

defeated the Pandya king Vaiaguna m the gi oat battle of Shi- ( v 
puiambi fox 9 Shipuia) 

but lost Ins life m saving lus friend « 


1 A woik of tins mrap, said to be n rwa^a cm Phuibi, is ittnbubrl to Puivipada (see J Ur/so) e and Qootffo Vul I, ^7 » 7 nctfoku- 

BJiashd BJu<shn.ncim Intro xu) On the length ol the name Pniyipuli ocnuring mudcutally ia i Ch ilipTi inscription! ni 
S'aLa 651 he lias bpen placed m the 7th contui j ) but a* Dr Buhlci points, out ( Ivcl Ant MV, o3j ) he as likely h\e I in the jtn 
centuiy A D , and the mention ol a Pii)\apd.d i does not suflice to fit the date of the I J uj} ipuda. 

2 PennamiTa is in Salem Distnet, at the foot of the Eistem Ghats , the otjier places are not identified 

3 This foim occuio m the British 'Museum and Lokshmcshaia gnufc 4 British Museum plates 

5 This ovas not the n imo of the kmcr, as pointed out by Mr Fleet, 

6 Ovriug to i blui rod pbotoqiaph this appened to bp S'lmrs'aaia in the STagamangaU plate-, but on consulting the originals, which I ln\e lihJy 

seen lor the fmt time', it is clen ly b / i\amdrt there too 

7 Some terms which Mr. Foulkes has taken as piupei names in connection with him seem moie likely to be ordinary royal titles. 
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727—777*. .S’ri Purusha, Pnfchuvi Kongani, Zesati', Baja Kescn 

ass 1 

Ins queen was S'lq'i, 

In mg mManyapiua, 

lcstoied Hie liana line of hugs m the peison of Hash Malta 

Inscriptions 


On autl ontv of 
what itis^riptiun 


Nwnmangala 
„ and Ho sur 
Sedan 


Gian 1 in the 2Sth yeai of Ins reign, (?liis son) Shvamd ) a bang governor 
of Kadambui 

Giant m S’aka 6S5 in S'li'piua belonging to the Gudalui miidbi 
Gunt m the 42nd jeai of his ieign, his son Duqgamara , Erei/appa or 
Maieyappa, whose wife was Kauchi abhe, being govcrnoi ot the 
KoiaUlanid H00 and the Ganga^u 1000 
Grant in Saba 699, the DOtli of his ieign, of Ponnalli m Nngunda, 

Grauts m his ieign Ly (> his son) the j oung king (ele arasa ) hkuditm 
Giant of the Cana king Ila&ti Malta, mentions Sireha Nandi as if a 
king of the Ganga line at about this time, and may refer to the same 


Sn\n patna 

Ho siU 

MJ&fffai ami 

Bisscnhath 
N agamangala 
Sn&i patna 
ancl Hamm hath 

Salem 


About 790 tl e RashtiaLuta bug Dkau-Vaisha or Nirupama defeats and imprisons 

G,.\ga, who had ne\ei been conqueied bcfoie 1 ?/. , 

{dnd Ant, T7 t cp, 

80S Piabhuta-Vaisha 01 Gounda, the son of Niwpama, leleases Ganga horn his 16l) 

^"somnent, bat has to conlino Inin again on account ( , 


S 13 


». ) 

Chain Raja 2 

mlmg the whole of Ganga niand ala / 

Ins sistei was mama] to Yaso-Varmma of the Chilufeia fnmlv ori ,r ” 


309-887 


S'xvamara 3 

acknowledged as a poet 

V‘)aydchUja 5 

the biothei (brdta) of Shvamaia 

Ra ir n 7^^7 Vakya, Kongcini Vartmnd DJuonma 
MaJiauqadhintja 6 , PeinwumaJ? 

Ioid of the city ot Jxovalala, loid ot Nandagm 
Inscription 

Gicrt in Saha 809 , ILg 18th of Ins ieign, of Eiliu* (in Coorg), 


( „ ) 

■h'atsapn 


Ifrhitr 


i v u 


*lfclOIi 


<■ ‘“-'iOnn t'j O'* *{’ierLi’'gs 0 Ft,,e! ln eis notlnown 

- i-Iwsui |he>w the Nns'i 
r i taliq 

* Of i 1 ! 1 lllg 

' " * j t fom^L. t 


> Mu la; j UbCH I ,t 011 1 ec ' veen S n Ptuusha and ^anh, Ifc coition I*. , 


ue >« Itace fo fy 
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Somewhere about tins tone nra=>t be mitodiioccl E,eij,qymasa of the Bogui msciiption ‘mW 
tl^ Gaugai.idi 96,000 mulei tlio ahulowoflus single umhiella ’ , who, fiom the expicssion that' lie vas 
ilkc 'i^tning fluReonding among tliestai sm the clcai faiinaraont of the woild lonouned Gama ires’ 
sooms to helve been a usuipei Nothing moie Ins been toiuid about him 


I>ate 
A„ P 

902-903 


On 'niiliCiitv of 
wlial imu itiou 

Niti-margga, Satya Vahya 1 , Konqani Vai mmd 2 , 

Dlunmma MahntAjMla} ajd SncJiaUlulla , 2 Permmanarh 1 
loid of the citj of Kovalala, loul of Naiidagm 

Inscriptions 

Giant in the fith 3 eai of Ins reign at K n 13 a-muguli 
„ S’aka S24at Kannauicingala 
,, „ £31 at Mankunda, 

in the oar 

„ while unrici linn Y c r . 1 T 'V 1 * 1 \ r of the Pallava line was 
luling the Gangai u 1,000. 


Clulmagahh 


JS T fi) St'lpVt t« 
llanl un tlft 
llogtnhalh 

Kendal h Mmhvdto 


954—974 Marasimha {Mmnsinrfha)^ Saiga Vdhjap Kongani 

Vdi mmd 3 DJim mma Maluhdyadhm'nui Pa mmnnadip 
Ganga-Kandmppaf Nanmya Grmqap Jayad-nlttu angel' 

load of the uty of Kolala loid of Nanclagm 
dtstioyerof the Nolitnbas 

Iiaung slam all the Nolamlvw 

goes against the Gurjaia king by oidei of c the king who 
dsstiojcd the Cholas 1 


Ivldbanltalh 
Lnlshnit s' v tty rt 
ami Malln) pnf na 
Ktblmnliath 

Lalblimr s t ay a 


Inscriptions 

Giant in S aha S7G 

, M 

„ , S93 while ruling the Gangavadi 96000 under 

Kit} a-Vciidia 

. , 896 while luhns, under Ivakkala, Deva 

,, 89 G stating that ho died then 

974—977 Raja Malla ( RdcJ/rr Mallet ), Satya Ycthjo, Konya »i Vaimma, 
Dlunmma Malta) ujrklliDcqa, Pommanadi 

loid of the city of RuLYLi, loid of Naiidagm 
Maluiaja of S lipura 


IlahKtt 
Laldt'iTh'* ? at n 

(i a sir, 2or,> 
(i a .yr 2 rnj 

lit ht gum 


Pcggih 




Inscriptions 

Giaut m S’al a 899 at Pei g op dm (m Cooi£^ hy linllrxsa 
Gb<? younger hrotliei ) ruling on the hanks of the 
Ecddoie 

The Sreicaiaiiiscnp-Lon of S aka 911 may belong to die *amc 


1 Kus ijiuri uihLi 1 pi 1011 2 Chikoi'iir ilm and Kai htti W \dn ah nmipiion -> Kihbanh 1H1 in^cupUnn 

- 1 li "hinps'v u 1 msi nation* *5 H deVid insuiptmii h Kibb mb ilh and tl ilOud mwnj tim<s 

7 iuc Ltktobueb'i aid inbCnption sccnis to bt de th thesis Hie joincrer 1 rather if fhu \ umroi, vth rciiom Mr Tlrtt rb ws tk comlo«iou 
that thia is the conect date foi the third bug of tlio line, a statement uhdt can he dispioved fioin the grant at self, for 1010113 the boundaries the 
giftaie mentioned thi zMoUffut uisuti , the T ’" V' 1 11 - - a and the Ganga V,, ' •'*,'* ill mcmomls to TO uou« ),ior|nc , 

Sor;> " u - rr -nn the gene ilogy The rcl ition of Maiasunhi to Nitniui^a ib nowheieetited, hut lUja M 11 1 is r died the on nt thrUn'T 
the former mi) therefoie have been hto younger bother. 


i 



On mlljuntv fi 
Vint iii-ri iptiGp 


Date 

A, D. 

1058—1065 . Gangarasa, 1 Satya Vakya, Kongcud Vcnmmd^Dhcumma 

Milan djddliiidjd , Ncmmya Ganga , Gdngeya , 

J ayad-iiita} angci EaUgc'mu and NtrgwM 

loid of tliG city of Kdlala, loid of Nandngiu r 

Laying the ciest of a lusty elephant , 

woislnppei at the feet of S'i\a ,, 

having obtained a boon fiom the goddess Padma^ati 

Insc j iphotis 

Giant m the year Yilambi at Balagami Unguwln 

„ S’alia 987, the }cai Nala, while lio was lulmg the AraLala70 Ac J3itfeigutni 

Theie is no doubt that about tins time occuiied the Chula invasion winch hionght to ail end the 
Ganga soveieignty The conquest appeals to have taken place undci Eajendia Cliola, whose lmgn, as 
generally leccived, began A, L) 1064, 2 and was efiicWl by the pmice who thence assumed the name of 
8, i 0 u \i i *b Cholam* mi i mi 1 <-i- of the event Accoidmg f o an inscription noticed by Di Burnell 3 
he was Kajcndia Cliola’s brothei , accoidmg to othei accounts lus hiothei-m-Liw On inscriptions at 
Kolar and Puialulli, RajendiaCliola himself is called the captmci of Ganga, and m \anous mscuplionb 
he claims to be liilmg, among ofcliei provinces, ovei Gangavadi 

Fiom the fact that Gangamsa, m 1058 appeals to be m full powei, but m 1065 ruling a piovmce 
under the Hoj&ala. Ling, I am inclined to think that the oveithiow of the Ganga powei must Inu c oc- 
cuiied m Ins time, and that lie fled foi lefugc and was icceived into favour by the Iloysala Icings then 
yist rising into notice The significant titles Koiigam-Vaimma, D* . ■ 1 ' 11 '/ aie nut used 

after this 


But the Ho} sahis themselves w r eie at that time suhoidmate to the Chalukyas, and we find a Ganga 
In ghl} d ill g l ' ' g himself in the seivice of Bhuvanaika-malla of the lattei family, liamel} — 


1070—1102 Udayaditya, Ganga JPeunmancu/t^Ti 1 1 ' i'>a} : 

Namnya Ganga , Jayad-uttaranga Balag&nu 

loid of the city of Kolala, lord of Kami agm 

having the banner of a lusty elephant ” 

having iecci\ed a boon fiom the goddess Paduuuati ” 

Insc ) iphons 


Grant while undci P ! T ■ ” « 

*> m S Vika 993, thejcai YuodluLni, while mimsiei for peace and war 
to the r am c and li\ mg at BanLapiu a 
„ in S’aha 993 as above adds that ho defeated the M/ila\a lung, 
and discoveied a conspuacy against the tin one and the guru 
„ m S'aka 997, the} car Iuik&La&a, while residing m Balligave, governing, 
under the ^ame, the Banavase 12,000, the S antahge 1 ,000, 
the Maudali 1,000 and the 18 agraharas, niter having 
concjucicd the Linns of Chua, Chola, Pand\a, and Pallrva 
v m the 27th j ear of Ciuluk}a YiLrama, the }fai Clnhabhaiiu 


The Ho} salt king BitU Deva was not long aftei his accession m duvmg out the Cliulas fiom tfi ( » 
lute Ganga dominions and possessing lumsclf of them. He gave fheltei to the VaishmiA.i apostle I{ a , 
manujachdii, who fled fiom the pei sedition of the Chola king, and was by that lefonnei converted fioiu 


1 His relation to ln^ pj edecessor is not known 


2 Dr CdlhteU t. Gam Than Ling p 133, Dr Burnell* So 
of 8 Jml p 135 


Ifd Pd p 40, Mi Sewell’s Had Ant 11,133, Sn W iltei riljolN Com* 


" S Ini Pal. 45 


Tina jo the donation eiicn byNSyiYurmnu tiilhc pod Gnm Vinmni, inlhoi of i JIatuamsa 
works mil thue ivneton to Iclius tbit tlie kttu was identic '1 Willi UU.ij udjtj a. ba . 

siiu unuti buua w, pi 


"urt iml olCrr 
i Intio.iij 



7 


Jiuiiam to the Vaishnfua faith, a stop signalized 1>y the change of h s name to Vishnu Yaiddlnixi undo 
which designation he mule himself famous The I>elui plates de^uibe him as taking Talakahi bmnmg 
the capital city of the Gangas anil miking liimselt the hi at to iule u\ ei the Ganga kingdom 1 Fioin ^ 
event lie damned the title ot Vila Ganga The exact date of the conquest is not known hut us tie 
me of lUmannjachai 1 called the Ptajmnnatnnfa gives S'aLi 1020 as thevoai in which ho was cstablihlad 
the king at Melukote, we nnalit peiliaps take A D 1098 as being putty neaih nglit , but li tbe 
iCigaot If drench a Chula, endxl as alleged, 2 m 1118, and the conquest did not uccui while he w is on the 
tlnone, ifc would bo neressaiy to extend the time till just aftei tins ] ait pi date, though m ni) lc'-udci- 
tion no giants ol Ins have been found m Mysoie of latei date than the doth ot Ins icign 

IIowcvoi this nny he, Vishnu Vaiddliana had a poweifulmimstci m the following — 

1113—1183 Ganga Raja) Balya Valya 

having iceeived a boon fiom the goddess Padmavati S rauuuc Bctgo'a 

the full vessel foi the coioiution-auomtingot \isknu-\auldkana 
the iouiKlation-pillai ot his ptospenty " 

he unde a night attack on the auny of Clulukya Tnbhuvana 

Alalia., when it was lcit m camp at Ivamiegala 3 and defeating 
’t, earned home ti opines to Ins king J3 

lie built the enclosuie (suftabujam) ai omul the colossal image 

ot Gommatehvaia at STa\ann. Belgola ?? 

Ins frtlu l was E chi, Ins niotkei Pochakabbe oi Pompambika 
lie seems to have died in Saba 10 jo 

Ills SOU Boppa j Melld 

Insolations 

S'xxvana Belgola 

Eaklitl 

1158 Ekkalarasa 5 a moon in laismg the foi tunes of tbe Ganga family 

Inso ij/fion 

Giant dated Saka 1080, tbe ycai Bahudhinya, by the go\emoi of the Bahtjumi 

Banayase 12000 undei ih e Kalachiu ) a king Brjjala 

1158 — 1181.. Tailaha Devarasa, sou of the above 

a moon m laismg the foi times of the Ganga family 

Inscriptions 

Giant as above , 

in the tune of the Kalacliurya king Sankama Dcka , 

, m tbe atli yeai of the h alachni v a king xiliwa nulli 

by the govemoi of the Lanai, ass 12,000 , 


Giant in S'aka 1035 
„ „ 1003 

„ „ 1033 


Meanwhile, membeis of the Gang! family seem to have allied themselves with the Chohs and 
foundel the Ganga (pi Ganga) hue ot longs in Onssa, which, beginning with Cliola-Gunga m about 
A D 1132 accoi dmg to the recot ds of the temple of Jagamutli (Huntci s Oussa II, App 1S7) u 
m 1077 accoidmg to tko m^ciiplion mentioned on the next page, held the soveieignty oi that counuy 
down to 1534, soon niter which the countiy fell a piey to the M 1 n 

Two stone msciiptions at Koiageie and Dinkenhalli, dated m the Clijlukya Yikiama }eai 73, thi 
ycai S 'ukla (X D 1119) lefei to Cltolro-Gangcc Malupnla as the Odu (oi Odui) i ay India, and st n L 


I Zfys, Ins p 262. 2 S Ind P«Z. 10 

a Thei e i s Kanneg h a htt T e Id the noi of 


4 
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tl t Ii p was 1)0111 in the Hiijiaii 12 of tlie Kadaiuii 70 He seems to lu\e had the name nf Anaida 
V umuki 1 ul>o called (according to Wilson)- “ KohihaU ao\eieigu ol Gauga iLuln ” no doubt a ims- 
t" 1 l.o t\i loid of the city of Iuhakala, sovereign of Gangaunh. 

Hut besides these, we lmvo m the east of Mysore, apparently as an independent ruler— 


1217— 1225- Uttama Chola-Ganga, Kavet 1-VallahJto. Rolen 

Gmigct l J ei VuaGanga Eaten dc 

loid of the city of KmaliU, loid of Nandigiu Kvhu dc 

Ills soil Yikiama Gauga AT. nda'ti 

His son JLuappa Kangdi 


Ihso i±dion$ 

At Kolai Ttiuhalli, Yilluitipura Kuten, Clnhkaiyur, Cliulagliafia Ac , one dated 
Saka 1139, theyeai Dliatu, another mtliu year Tdiana 

Thcio is no xecoid of the continuation of this mle But about the time of the end of th e 
(tanga sovereignty in On sa, oi the middle of the Ibtli centuiy, a Gauga lluji founded the principality 
of Sh 1 i 4 the island at the tads of the Ka\en He was sucu tried hy Nandi Tlujd , and lie 

.rganr by Ganqa lluji / , who with all his family tame to a tragic end, and with whom the name ths- 
ippca* s from lnstoij. 

Such ore tlie annals of the Ganger family so far as at present known , and probably few ancient 
lines can show a moie extensive oi consistent lecoid But m the work I have m hand on the inscriptions 
of My sox el hope to be able to add further particulars It is only necessary lieie to mseitalew 
lcniaiks with special reference to the Ganga inscriptions m Cooig 


And first as to the Mcicai a plates, so called from then haung been found m the ticasun at 
Mercara, though they really lefci to a place in Mysoie The date, it will be obseived, is gnen as >8R, 
without the mentionof any oia , but there is no doubt that the S'aka eia is the one m question The de- 
tails have been " ■ -V examined" with the following lesult, as gw on by Piofessoi BhancLu kai — 
‘Finding that Magh fiuddha 5th, S' 3SS, fell oil Wednesday, I submitted the question to Prof Kent 
Lakshman Cliatie. lie finds the day to fall on “Wednesday — Budhayaia oi Saumya\ uia, nakshatia 
— Dttaia Bhdchapada, ’ and considers that the engiavei, being careless, has wiitten Soma for Saumjtr. 
Nakshatia S\ati ilfwei falls neai 5th Mugh suddha, but the astiologoi consulted, he thinks, may have 
omolessly taken Might vadha, and gnen bvati, which falls only a day m advance of the 5th, for S' 388 * 


1 ^ouie mscnptioiVJ m this inme, and otlicis of the suite fimil), lwe hecn found nt Clmacule nnd published hy Mi, Fit rl 
Gwl Am X, 2i3 , Mil, 110 , XIV 10) Tlicv aie issued ham the ufr\ ofKxlmga and me fitted in the y u- of the mlc of the funih 

(ftunqei/a vams'a ), m lrl which Ins not been determined 1 he following tie the nanus of the lmgb given, desenbedns utlers ovci the whnlc, 
ifKUiugT, — 

Amnia Vaimmi 

Dumi'n \ uimm lus son, the 51sst \eai 

Siha \ ii mm i, his son, tho 51st icii 

ludi i V nmuii, the 01st, 123th aid 14-Otli t<mis 

Mi hlect considei ’5 the Inst tin re to be later tlnn the list one, nutniLhstnuLui* the dites , mil puts Indi i Vaimnu m about Sill 5^) 

ind Deuudia \ nrnma mjhout S’lka 696, hut these die mae guessc-, 

l)i Burnell mentions (S Ind Pal 53) some grants at Jayjpuia in Gunjim of appianth the suae family The puticulus guoi Iv 
him are — 

Javn VaiinmA 

An mt x V uiuru, his son, (in 9? 5 A D ) 

Kcijuuha \ ummd, his si.n 

Mi, SevcU iefei« (JIatf Ant II, 31, 30) to thi°e girnk fium Ti7nqi]'i+ano lr ^mriti ^ nnnii^, othawi^e < died (Jh< d i U me; i Ihi t 
htpil lespf rtirrh mb'iK i 1003, 1040, and 1057 He is ml to he the son o f Lipu i Ounli s diug'iLu htijiLija, uni tu have iuuud h< 

i i«,ntioi - iioiiti'mn b'lhd 9*49 One ut lus ancestors is ba id to hive built the c ti uMuildhili 
The ae t on 11 these .nnU ^ a bull couchint, hut not in the tbunl fcim ol X ui h 

J, UiK Coh , I ( rum. 


> Ind Anf f 3b » 
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Failing precise evidence as to the date, it is necessaiv to examine allusious in the giant winch may 
aid m fixing llio peiiod The first is the statement that Avimta 01 Konganill was the son of the 
Kadaniha king Krishna VaimmaS si&tei, who therefore was mamed to MailLivi If Now among the 
ludamba giants is one 1 by Deu Vaamuia, the son and yuva-iij.iot Krishna Vairnma, on which the 
1 ittei may be assigned to about S'aka 360 2 Anothei plnu allusion is to AkaU-varsha, whose minister 
the donoi piofesses to be oi to have been Fiom Ins giving no name oi paitiLuhus legal dmg himself, 
noi any f rather description of his soveieign, and also fiom his hauug to obtain the pei mission of the 
Ganga king Avurita to make the giant, it may be cuiijeotuied that he was at this time m exile m 
the Ganga dominions 3 

As regards Akala-vaisha, theie is no doubt that a Ra^htiakuta or Flatta king is intended, as 
only the kings of that line have the peculiar names ending m taiskn Moreover, oil examination of the 
lists it will bo found that with scaicely an exception, each ol these pecului designation®, so fai as they 
ulg given, beats a constant i elation to a ceitain othei name which may be taken to be the leal 
name or the king On such grounds Akala-vaisha would indicate a king Knslina Now this is 
actually the name of the Ratta king whose son India was conquered by the Clialukyas undei Jaja 
Simha.cn their fiist mvasioii of the Dekhan about the end of the 4th centmy AD 4 * * Corns of Knslina. 
Raja have been found m considciable numbeis on the Bombay side, and Su Walter RUiot sajs 
(Numwnnta Onenialia, \ol III, Part H, p 149) “ Geneial Cunmngliam , & ascription ot these toms to 
Kiishna Raja Rashti akuta is confirmed ” 

Anothei mark of authenticity m the Meicaia plates may be found in the numeral fi gui e used. 
There is only one tin oughout the giant, namely that which describes the Punad, and the character 
employed is one that was not deciphered at fust But Di Burnell pointed out that it was an old cave 
numeral tor 10, and the occurrence of this ancient sign stamps the antiquity of the grant. 

Heie seems the place m which more fully to consider the objections Mi Fleet lias started against 
the acceptance of tins and otbci latei giants on copper plates tint have been published of the Ganga 
kings 1 lie moving cause that led him to then i ejection was a ceitam statement in one of two giants at 
Lakshmes'var a obtained by Sn Walter Elliot But, bcioie going any faithei, it is necessary to point out 
that these two grants themselves present some remarkable and, as Su Walter Elliot admits (Nwn Or 
Vol III, Pt ir, p 114), medicable feitiues. Thus, one stone begins with a giant dated S'aka 890, 
then gives an eailiei one without date, then one dated S'aka 650 The other stone begins with a 
giant without date, goes on with one dated S'aka 651, followed by one dated S'aka 890, and winds up 
with one dated S'aka 60S 

However, as legards the present aigument, them me and date of the Ganga king Marasimha 
being fully confirmed by otliei lecoids, as shown m the annals aheady given, these points are not disputed 
But when, fiom the apparent statement thar he was the jounger hi other of Ilau Vairnma, Mi Fleet 
lushes to the conclusion [Kan Dipt 12) “ that there can be no doubt whatever that the dates of 
the copper-plate giants aie spunous and that the date of the Lakslimes'vai * tone-tablet inscription is 
the true one for the third generation fi om the fo undei of the dynasty” he has fallen into an euoi 
This can be pioved fiom the giant itself, as already pointed out (note 7 p 5) and is still more 
clearly evident fiom Maiasimha easily falling into his right place m the genealogy without disturbing 
any of the body of evidence that has accumulated showing who he was and who Ins piedecessois were 

A further objection is taken oil palseogiaphic grounds, which, although primarily dnected against 
the Tanjoie plates of S'aka 169, is extended to the others. But whatever foice this may have as 


1 Find published by Mt Tel mg (Bombay Journal) 

2 lnd Ant VI, 23 Mr Fl°ct w is quite satisfied abmt this until, misled by an erroneous fitment m one of the Lakshmes’vara grants, 
he was dnven to propose the rejection of all the othci Ganga grants % “ forgencs ” id VII, 33 Dyn of Kan Disf, 11 

3 Even this innocent rpmaik furnishes Mi Fleet with a subject of dispute as follows —(Kan Dyrf 12) Mi Rice considers that he was 
the eaded minister of Akala varsha I should prefer the eqinlly justifiable hypothecs that le had been the minister of Akah YiiUia, and that 
either, on the death of that king he voluntarily or compulsorily left the E&ditxakut *1 and tool service under the othci dymstv, oi on ihe subver- 
sion ol the power of the Hdshtrakuca& by the V estem CbAlukyas, part of then dominions of which this, minister was still in clnige, fell into the 
possession ol the Gcin'a* ” Mr ble c t is Quite welcome to theorize in this fashion as much as be will, I do not se-* that it in any w^v militates 
against my simple conjecture thattne nunister wa» it this time m exile } however he came to he so But I must object to the suggestion tint he 
had taken service uudei the other dynasty, as this is quite opposed to the data supplied by the grant 

4- Wlnle allowing that "this identification, if it could he accepted, would ot course be a stiong; argument m fivour of the genuine anti 

quity of the Meikaiapht s," Mr Fleet argued (Kan Dyn 13) at gieat length a^mst the bypjthesis on winch it n IrbcJ, dragging m the 

names of the Ch&lukjas, which have no raannei of Lonnection with it But he lias since (I/uJ, Ant XII, 223) a linittel that “ there is of course a 

good deal of force in the suggestion 1J 


'0 
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applied to the Tanioie plates, it may suffice to point out that Di BiunelL while fully condemning 
those, describes the Meicaia plates m the same woik as “the earliest x x ■ 1,1 inscription as 
yet known” ( S Ind Pal 31), and accepts without suspicion the later ones 

Tkcie remains anothm objection, thus stated bj Mi Fle^t— - tw Thc gimt of S'aka 109, and tlie 
Meicaia giant ot the je.u 3SS and the Nasfam uigala gnnt ot S'aka 698, woie all engiavcd, on their 
o to showing, by one and the same man, Vis'; aknimachaiya” Tins is not so loimidable an indictment 
as it appeals, and it mast stiiko any one that this engiavor, skilful as by hypothesis he must have been 
to pioduce giants that passed as genuine foi such widely distant dates, was a veiy clumsy ioiger to 
piovide evidence so undi&guiseJ foi the condemnation of his own woik But apait fiom this, peisons 
with Indian experience will lecogmze the fact that such a name may well ho used asasoitot clan 
name by the Panchala artificers who mvaiiably claim affinity with VisVakainnna the aitihcei 
of the gods, and aie addressed m ceremonious coue&pondcnce as of the Wvakaimma vams'a 1 The 
actual statements of these giants under notice are as follows — 


(Tanjore) "Clntiaka VisV '-•'in-iV’'*" -> sasana lildntam idam 
(Me) card) Vis'vakarmma likhitam 
(Hosier) Yis'vakarmmena likhitam 

(Vi ycnh'tnffrf'i) Sarvya-kaladharahhuta-cli'n-^hM nr5ra " ' 1 “ sasanam likhitam 


It may fuither be pointed out that the history of the Gangas as denved fiom mscnptions is not de- 
pendent on the contents of those particular giants, but that numeious othei giants not written by a 
Vis'vakaimma aie available as evidence The thing to bo noted, ho we vei, is that they confiim the 
accuiacy of the plates here objected to, and thus contribute to prove then authenticity 


Having thus disposed of the particular objections that have been stated against the Meicara and 
certain othei plates, it only remains to notice the position Mi Fleet has taken up with regard to the 
Gangas goneially “Theie was” he says “undoubtedly an early and impel taut dynasty of Ganga 
kings But, while of necessity I admit this much, 1 cannot go further than tins It follows, 

therefore, that Mi Rice’s Ganga kings are not the ones with whom the Kadambas and Pubkesi II came 
in contact 3 , and we have still to discovei who the lattei were, and to ascertain the authentic eaily 
histoiy of the Ganga dynasty 4 ” 


It comes then to this — that at a certain period and in a certain quarter a Ganga dynasty is 
required to fill up a gap in the early lustory of Southern India foi that penod and in that quarter 
recoids ha\e been brought to light of a powerful and long continued Ganga dynasty, whose gen- 
uineness can be tested by many contemporary allusions and incidental statements Yet notwith- 
standing all this, and in spite ot the furthei consideration that no other Ganga dynasty has been 
discovered, 5 we are required to inject as “ spurious” the information collected (to which be it 
noted belongs even the very inscription that Mi Fleet regaids as authentic) and piepuie for the re- 
velation of another Ganga dvnasty Intheito unheard of I tlnnk in all fan ness, considering the body 
of evidence now accumulated and the disposal which has been made of his objections, that Mr Fleet 
may now be called on to abandon the atlitude of hostility he has assumed against the Gangas, at 
all events until he can enlighten us as to who the real ones were, all memorial of whom has so unac- 
countably eluded the extensive researches of the last few years 


To pass on to the Peggui stone (No 4 ) This was discovered by me in 1872 under very disadvan- 
tageous or r li is J im\% G when I could do little moie than note that it was a Ganga inscription, as the 
stone was thickly corned with damp growth and not easily accessible I could not visit it again, but it 


1 Sir W liter Elliot bolds similar \ipks on the subject (see Kum Or lol III, Pt 11,113) The 1'incb 11a compuse five classes of supplier srtr 
sans, nam^h, go'OsnutMs, la iss and copper smiths, non an l bhU^rmths, tup enters, and stone cuttcis, Somt, wear a eacied thicad like Eiahmans 
and aresu 1 hvi’ed iutn gotras 

2 Mr Fl’et h^ hiked on to bun a* a descriptive phrase what is really an imprecation, and which, us is self evident, lias not been correctly tians* 

3 The Kichmbas c itainly wine into contact with them, as a Eadimln princess was married to a Ganga Ling* 4* Kan Dyn* 13, 14. 

5 Ti c baluigi 1 mgs mentioned p 7 are of course con&iderel to be of the same Tamil). 

6. It wa , tow uds night fill ot i tatiTuin]f chv, dm mg the whole of which I had been riding, Without any food, owing to the guide mistaking the 
Va\, ana having several miles ol lores! still to go through before arming «t camp* 
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was examined by Mr. Kittel and published with Nos 2 and 3 1 In translating it, however, Mr Kittel wen: 
hopelessly wiong as to seveial ol the most impomut parts- Mi Fleet nearly hit upon the right date 
but also Luled to lead the hgnies Nos 4 and 10 make it clear that a close conntctioa exited between 
(looig .mil the Jams of S'uvuna Bclgoli m Mysore Nos 2 and 4 aie of special interest for Cwrg, 
especially the fonner, in then inference to the hadangas or tienches that mteisect the country m various 
parts, tlms showing then gieat antiquity 

These kadangas stietch ovei hills, woods and comparatively flat country, for miles and mtlcB, 
at some places blanching off in \anous directions or encuchng hill tops Some are nearly 40 feet from 
summit to bottom of ditch, and often taken, along hill sides with an angle of 80° to the horizon In 
the Mcndala-nml they shew great regularity and ate hoad and deep, the lower side of the ditch facmg 
the open countiy, but m Kiggatnad they are of smallei dimensions There is no doubt that they were 
war trenches, but it is moie than piobable that at the same tune they formed, at least to some extent, 
also the boundaries between the different nads 4 

Similar ancient eaithwoiks were constructed by the ancient Bntons ‘'They are extremely difficult 
of access from the steepness ot the mountain heights on which they were formed This difficulty the 
pimutivo enguieer gieatly increased by the most simple and natuial means He sunk ore or more 
deep trenches round the summit of the hill and raised lofty banks with the excavated soil Un- 
doubtedly this is the most ancient species of rampait known , it exuded ages betore the use of muial 
loit ideations, and originated m all piobabikty with the nations m the east” 0 


The expression Pod-dore, hig liver, that occurs in Nos 2 and 4 is one always applied to the river 
Krishna, but fiom Biliur being described as mi the bank of the Ped-dore it clearly here means the river 
r/drlnc" in tV.lm, a tubutaiy of the Kaverf 


Tho Ninety-six Thousand mentioned in Nos 2 and 4, among the witnesses is the province ofGan- 
gavadi, the distinctive country of the Gangas Jt was a Ninety-six Thousand countiy 
that it consisted of 9 6 nads Such numerical designations were commonly appended to the old names 
*££: . . the 12,000 the Purnid 

whole of the central and western parts ot Mysore and is lie region now J^ea jut * rjLSkte 
of the Gangadikaia tribe of ryots, its former subjects, whose name, - 5 

thus canics with it the history of then’ origin 

titles is S’ri Malajmol Ganda, which also appears by itself on some of their con 


on Mysore mscnptions to fix exactly the ^tes of then m s a H J J ol)taiDed from the sources 

Meanwhile the following, so far as at present known, is the nst, win 

indicated 


1. M Ant 1 1, 102 

3. td VII, 11)3 

5 Were the Ancient Bntm s mages 3 


2 See id XtV, 76* 

4, Mysore <& Coorgt "V ^ 301 

l>y w \7i Wilkins (Fortnightly Feview for April 1 875 ) 


G.Malc, hill, pa,* chief 
7* Sjr Walter Euioidoea 


not mention this [Cmt oj S bi.il, 152 D). 
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Inscriptions 

Kings 

Charina Basa- 
vana Kala- ' 
jnana 

1 

Kongu DeSa 
Rajakal. 


Sala, Hoysala 

984—1043 


.. 1039— 1047- . 

Vmayaditya 

1043—1073 

—1068 

1065 

Yeieyanga, Peieyanga 

1073— 11 Id 


.. 1117—1138 . 

Bitti Deva, Vishnu Vaiddhana, Vira Ganga, 
Tnbhu vana-malla 

1114—1145 

1099—114=7 . 

. 1142—1191 

V ljay a Nar asimha , V ira N ai asimha 

1145—1188 

| 

. 1147^-1174 

1191—1207 

Vila Ballala 

1188—1233 

1174— 

1223 

Vira Narasunha 

1233—1249 

—1237 

1252 

Soma, Vira Someivara 

1249—1268 

1237—8283 

.. 1262—1287.. 

Vira Narasimha 

1268—1308 

1 1283—1313 

1310 

Ballala Deva 




The earlier kings were Jains They claim to be Yadavas and theiefoie of the lunai line The 
founder of the family was Sala, and the exploit which raised him to a tliione is thus i elated Going one 
day to woiship Vasan tiled, his family goddess, whose temple ms m the foiest neai S'aSakapuia, Ins de- 
Yotions were uiternipted by a tiger, which bounded out of the ] angle, glanng with lage The Yah of the 
temple, snatching up a saldU — a slendei non lod — gave it to the chief, saying in the Karnataka laiiguago 
Hoyi Sala 1 strike, Sala T on which the latcei discharged the weapon with such foice at the tigei as to kill 
him on the spot Fiom this cncunistance he adopted the name Hoy sala, foimed from the woids of the 
yatfs exclamation , and the dynasty so called descended fiom him, had a tigei ( s'drduh ) as then uest 

Till the begimng of the 12th cent uiy the Hoysalas weie apparently feudatories of the Ghdlukyas, but 
Vishnu Yauldliana then made them independent, and enteiedupon a range of conquests which extended 
Ins teuitoiy on every side. Of the succeeding kings the most celebrated was Vila Ballala, fiom whom the 
whole line arc sometimes called Ballalas lie rivalled Vishnu Vaiddhana m the extent of Ins conquest ? 7 
and earned his boundaiy up to the Krishna The lme came to a vntual end m 1310 by the invasion ot 
a V < 1 army under KaiuL, the general of Ala-ud-din, the second king of the house of the Klnlji 

or second Pathan dynasty. TH ■•“‘inn'h'' was then sacked Anothei expedition sent by Muhammad III 
of the house of Toghlakm 1326 completely demolished the city The king now letired toTondanui, the 
present Tonnui, but the power of the Hoysalas ^;as extinct * 

The two mscuptions Nos 6 and 7 soem to belong one to the tune of Narasimha, the son of 
Vira Ballala, and the other to that of Narasunha, the son of Soinesvaia These aie engiaved on 
viralal or stones elected to the memoiy of the biave who fell m battle. Of such monuments tile 
following is a description. The piomment features aie tlnee tableaux sculptured mieliel The in- 
scription, when there is one, is introduced between, on the fiame as it weie of the bas-ielief The 
lowest ot the sculptures represents the fight in which the heio fell As a composition it is spirited, 
and the grouping not inartistic but the attitudes aie conventional latliei than natural, and the 
hero alwajs of heroic proportions, Accoulmg to the geneially leceivcd notions, the wauior falling in 
battle is at once conveyed to paiadise by the apsaras or celestial nymphs, who aie allotted to be the 
portion of the brave, there to enjoy the voluptuous pleasures of India's heaven The middle bas- 
relief exhibits this tian-dation of the hero fiom the field ot battle to the upper woild and is a most 
fantastic compound Sometimes the heio is being bodily borne aloft supported by the apsaras , the 
whole pi ocessLon ascending m a triumphal dance, with poses and attitudes that defy description, 
hut no doubt intended to convey the notion of spirits treading the air In many cases, however, tbe 
hero is seated m a vimana oi car during the ascent, convoyed by apsaras The gandharvas or celes- 
tial musicians often accompany the piocession, pei forming on then various instruments In the 
upper portion of the vriakal we have the figure of the heio seated in meditation mtfie piesence of the 
deity. 

* For full particul us of tUo lmc see Ms. Ins . Intro, ocxv ff 
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The giants Nos. 8 and 9 die m different chaiactois from, all the lest They record gifts by a 
king called oi Bhagn-vaiapala* who was the embodiment of the instruction (bodha 

ntpa) ot a holy man named Pm abhottama Nothing has been disc ovei ed th dean thiow light on who 
eithei of them was The king may have been a iiilei oi the co uitiy ioim<3 Bb/L.i-j i 1 IV which may 
have" del ived its name from him, oi perhaps hom its puianu title of T 1 g" 1 The only thing 

certain is that the inscriptions belong to a period \vh n the Jam influence had been weakened and that 
ot the Yaishnayas was in the ascendant In connection with the preceding giants it maj lurlhei be con- 
jectured that the Hoysala kingdom was at an end On the whole peilraps, the} may be, if any thing, 
a little eailici than A D 1,400 to which I have tentatively assigned them 


Ndyals of Belu) — We have now come to the giant No 11 by Kiishnappa Nay aka of the Belur 
family As stated m the inscription, the Belur countiy was originally bestowed upon Kiishnappa Nay^ika 
thelted(«/a?a), by the Vijayanagai sovereign Krishna Raya, whoieigned A D 1508—1530 The Belur 
chiefs call themselves lords of M A wlncli 1 have not ldentLhed It liaidlj seems to be meant 

foi Belui, which m all Hovsala giants is called Velapma The Belur temtoiy was apparently absorbed 
mto the kingdom of Mysoie undei Chikka Deva Wodayar, by the tieaty concluded \uth Bednur 
mlG94. 


The Goorg Rajas —The ougm and history of the Cooig EAjas aie known with sufficient 
accuiacy and no fresh liiioi ination is furnished by then inscriptions They were Lmgayats and of an 
alien raco fiom tlie Cooig->. The founder was a piince ot the ikkeri ot Bednur family, who came 
and settled m Halen mid m the gaib of a Jangam oi Lmgayat priest He found means to grad- 
ually extend hrs influence, inducing his followeis to pay him taxes, and eventually to piovi.de him with 
a guard, called chaudigdta , a namee\er after waids retained for the troops of the Cooig Rajas 

He at length openly declaied himself, and was u cki-ow 1 ' Aged as uiler ol Halen and the surround- 
ing nads TheCoorg chief of Padmalknad also submitted to him, followed by the remaining chiefs 
of the country, on condition of lecemng tkiee-fouitks of the xetenue and paying^ him one-fouitli But 
they were all disposed ot befoie long and the whole countiy brought under the Halen government. 

The following is the succession of the Coorg Rajas thus established — 


Vila Raja 


• • 

Period 1 D 

1 « 4 

Appaji Raja 

• • 

* 

* n • 

Muddu Raja 

a « 

* * 

1633—1687 

Dodda Virappa 

• • 

■ ft 

1687—1736 

Ciultba Viiappa 


m « 

173G — 17G6 

Muddu Raja ? 

Muddaya $ 

Devappa Raja 

Lmga Raja 

• • 

0 * 

• 

1766—1770 

1770-1774 

a 

m * 

1775—1780 

Dodda Viia Rajendia 

• 1 

ft 

1780—1809 

Linga Raja 

Viia Raja 

0 0 

• 9 

1809— 1S20 

« ft 

% 0 

1820 — 1834 deposed 


A full account of these kings has been given by me in Vol III of Mysore and Goorg , based upon 
the Baiendrandme, a history of the kings of his line drawn up by ordei of Dodda Vua Rajendia in 
the Kannada language and translated mto English by Lieutenant Aberciomby at Mangalore m 1S08 
A brief sketch is alone needed here. 


B 
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Muddu Raja removed the seat of government from IlaleiH to Madiken (Mercara), where he built 
a fort and palace m 1GS1 JDodda Tbappa , by assisting the chief of Paiyapatna, drew upon himself 
an invasion by Chikku I)eva Wodejai ot M\sore, which howevei he impelled , and when Chikka 
Deva Wodeyar ovenan the Belui countiy, Dodda Viiappa seized upon Yelusavirasime (the Seven 
Thousand countiy, still so called), of which he letuined possession, pa\ mg a portion of the revenue 
to Mysore By gift and pm chase he also added the distuct of Amara-Sulya to Cooig 

In the reign of ChLla Yiiappa occuned fLudax All’s usmpation of the Mysoie tlnone On the 
latter s conquest of Bednui he laid claim to Yelusavnasime and was too poweifulto be lefused But 
he was not satisfied with this, and sent an expedition m 1765 undei Fazal-ulla Khan foi the subjug- 
atmn of Cooig Failing of success, Haicbr enteied into a tieaiy to make over the Uchingi distmt on 
payment of thieo lakhs of pagodas Murlihi Rdjd and Maddaya , who ink d jointly, being unable to 
obtain fulfilment of the tieaiy, began hostilities, which resulted m Haul u conceding the districts of 
Panje and Bellaie m consideration of 7 o, 000 pagodas all eady paid On the death of these two 
kings a dispute aioso as to the succession, and Lmga Riija, the unsuccessful claimant, lepaned to 
Haidai foi help, in consequence of winch an ai my entered Co org m 177 3 and took the capital The 
king Rcvappa lid] f fled, but w r as capiuted at Hanhai and earned to Seungapatam, wheio he was put 
to death Lmga R<ju was now placed on the thi one on condition ofpijingan annual tubutc Butlie 
was foiced to give up Amaia-Sulja, Paipe, Dollar* and Yi 1 ,-Y i 'h , though peimitted to take poss- 
ession of a pait of W.n nail Lmga Rapa died in 1780, leaving two sons who weie minors, the elder 
being Vna Rdf, nth a 'Wodcyai Haidai removed i hem to Gonu and assumed the entnc possession of 
Cooig under the pietence ot being a guardian to the pimees until they should come of age. 

In 1782 the Cooigs rose m lebellion and drove the usurpeis out of their country The death 
of Hrdu pi evented lmimdute letubutioii, but his son Tipu Sultan, aftei the leduction of Mangalore 
m 1784, man hud th tough Cooig and ic ^tabli shed Ins powei’, with thieats of vengeance incase of 
any fm Ihci rebellion Ni’xfc year however the Coorgs again revolted and an army was sent against 
them undei Z iniullabi-tei As lie met with ill success, Tipu took command in peison and made his 
way to Moicaia Undei pietence oi conciliatory measures, he allmed most of the Cooigs to Tala 
Kdveii and theie ticachmously seizing upon many thousands, with then families, depoited them 
to Senngapatam, where they weio forcibly conveited to Islam Gooig was divided among Mussulman 
landloids, and labour pis were impoited fiom Adorn in the Bellaiy district At this junctuie it was 
thatVna Rvjemlia Wod^yai, with Ins wife and two brothers, effected their escape fiom Peiiyapatna, 
where they had been confined foi six yeais Round this lieio of Cooig hisloiy followers at once 
rallied and he was not long in attacking the M 1 >i >1 . After a senes of arduous and skilful 
enterprises, clunng which lie defeated an airny sent by Tipu foi the succour oi the garnsons, only 
Meicaia remained in their hands, cut off horn all — — A ~ with Mysore, 

The English had now declaicd wui against Tipu, and Vira Rajendra eagerly entered into alliance 
with them, allowing the ButLsh ioice fiom Bombay undei Sir Robert Abciciomby to maich through 
Coorg to L \ Meicaia was forced by Vila Rajendra to capitulate and he thus became un- 

disputed master of his country But depopulated and devastated, it could not fnmish the provisions with 
which he had undertaken to supply the Bntisli aimy He tlici efore made laids into Mysoie teintory and 
carried off vast stores of cattle and giam, while Tipu attempted, but without success, to draw the king fiom 
his alliance with the British Loid Cornwallis s famous night attack on the lines aioundSermgapatam 
soon followed, when Tipu was driven back with all Ins forces into the island During the confusion 
of that memorable night 12,000 Cooigs made then escape fiom Senngapatam and regained then native 
hills Tipu was foiced to sign a treaty sin lender mg half his tenitones to the Bntish Their claim 

to Coorg he stoutly resisted u As well ask for the key of 1 ” he said But the Bntish 

would not abandon their ally, and hostilities were about to be re-opened when Tipu yielded 

In the last Mysoie war Vita Rajendia was again the ally of the Bntish and witnessed then defeat 
of Tipu m the battle of Siddesvara At the end ot the war he was disappointed at having to give up 
cei tain districts he had seized upon, but six magams fiom Canaia weie transferred to him m consid- 
eration of the supplies he had furnished to the army The separate Bntish Resident was at the same 
time withdiawn, and the charge of affairs m Cooig attached to the Residency at Mysore. In 1807 
he lost his favouutc wife and with her expired his hope of a son to succeed him on the throne This 
embittered his last days and his violence and cruelty led to a conspiracy against his life He escaped, 
but levenged himself by shooting down the chief conspirators himself and having the rest massacred, 

* SjjosVntizel into Kshira-nagara (See No lb), 



Tlio Raja now seems to have become subject to fits of madness, duung which with the aid m a i Ann a* 
body-guard, sanguinary executiuiis weie ouleied At length he died m 1309, givmg u\ei Ins seal t 
Ins eldest daughter Devaminaji, who was acknowledged as Ram of Cooig 

But her uncle Lmp Wtja soon got all powei into Irs own hands and induced hei tu sign an abdi- 
cation in lus favor He died, alter an mglonous reign, in 1820 and was succeeded hy Ins son 1 u u Tiit/i 
The sensuality and cruel miudei s committed by the latter led to remonstrances fiom the Bntish He 
was about to murder Ins nearest relatives when two membeis of his family escaped to Mj"Oie and put 
themselves under the piotcction ot the Bntish Resident, The Raja demanded their suiruidi, which 
being infused, be piocceclcd to levy war, on which, an expedition was sent against Cooig, the Lyi dtpos^ 
cd and the country, at the request of the people, annexed to British India in 1834 

The Raja lived at first at Vellore but before long removed to Benares In 1832 lie weened pei- 
mission to visit England, where he had his daughter baptized into the Clmstian faith Hei spniism 
was the Queen and she received the name Victona Gaiiumma The Raja continued to c.uir on i -a 
tion against the East India Company, hut in 1858 the Government of India passed to ihe rowii and 
lus suit fell through He ched in England m 1862 His daughter, who had named an English ofri, 
died in 1861, and her husband and son bcfoie long followed hei to the gra\e. 

Evei since the annexation the Cooigs have been conspicuous for their loyalty and devotion to the 
British, being specially exempted on that account from the Disarming Act They have also greatly ad- 
vanced m allmatcual piospcuty 




1. COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION AT MERCARA* -DATE A. D. 466. 

3 Plates, 8 inches *32 inches, 4 sides Seal, an Elephant. 


A 


Pttn'/nla Hale Kannada Characters. 


Pc it well —Success tkoughlke adouble I’cttlnmtiWm, lesembling (m colom) tke cloudless sky 

A sun illumining llio cleai fu moment of tlie Jahnuvi (oi Ganya) Id u distinguished foi tke 
stiength mid vmloiii attested by tho gieat pillui of stone divided with a smgle stioke of kis sword, 
adorned with the n moment of a wound lecmved m cutting down the hosts of his enemies, of the Kanva- 
yana gotu, was Siutun Kongo, ui Malwdhntja 

i 

His son, mheutmg all the qualities of Ins fathei, possessing a chaiactei foi learning and modesty, 
haying obtained the honors of the kingdom only foi the sake cf the good government of Ins subjects, 
a touchstone ioi (testing) gold the learned and poets, skilled among those who expound and piaotice 
the science of politics, the authoi of a tieatise on the law of adoption, was S liman Mudhaia MaMdJih 

Uljit 

i 

His son, possessed of all the qualifies mlieiitcd from Ins fatlici and giaudfathei, haying enteied 
into wai with many elephants (so that) his fame had tasted the wateis of the foui oceans, was S'limad 
Han Vaimma Mahddhud/t 

3 

His son, devoted to the woiship of Btnlimans, guius and gods, havmg humbled himself at the feet 

of N a ay ana, was S'nmad Ytshm Gqxt Maliadlau'ije 

10 

Ihs sou, with a head punted by the pollen fiom the lotuses the feet of Tiyambaka, having pur- 
chased his kingdom by peisoiul strength aucl valour, daily eagei to extricate the ox (of meat) fiom the 
thick mne ot the Kali juga in which it Iud sunk, was S'ltnuii Mudhaia Mahudk) dgd 

12 

His son, the beloved sistm’s son of Ki islina Varnma TV V ~’'n was the sun to the fir- 
mamont of the auspicious Kudmla hih ~ havmg a mmd illuminated with the mciease ot learning and 
modesty, of indomitable bid very m wai, lecLmed the hist of the learned, was S'liman Kongaut, MaM - 
dhnaju 

14 

A gift which he named Avonfa had made to Vandanandi Bhattara,-— the disciple of Gunauandi Blia- 
ttiia, who was the disciple of Jaiunaudi Bhattum, who was the disciple of Silabhadi a Bhattaia,who was 
the disciple of Aklunandi Bhaltara, who was the disciple ot Gmuckandia Bhattara, of the Design gana 
and Ivm Ijl ui, d' 1 ...ja,— themautnof F ' 1 , favourite of the eaith, m the year eighty-eight 
beyond three hunched, the month Magha, Monday, the asteusm being Svati (Aictnrus), the fifth day of 
the blight foitmght, having acquued lor the Shi Yijaya Jma temple ) of T 1 ■ ^ , (to wit) the 

village named Badaneguppe, situated m the middle of the Edenad Seventy, m the Punad Ten Thousand, 


* In the Maroon tiaasuiy for far «imile s k I ndian Anhqt.iaiy, 1, 362 

f Tlie original is Jw id We, whith woald mean "for the J.ea war ,’ 1 and is piohbiy a mistake foi Timkyakhe, ” foi the Jam temple ” 
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presented the dimming (ulh go)— the gift being also (confirmed) by Amita y 1 ,v ' 1 :gcthei with 
twelve kandugas m each of the so. associated villages, the ambali (oi gmel), the tala-vntti m Talar ana- 
puia, twelve kandugas m Pogaugele, and twelve kandugas with enjoyment of the ioyal lights m Tuilcae 

'r 

The bonndaues of the village of Badauegnppe —east, theiediock, Gajasele, the s'akti post at 
the junction of Kam alii , Kot tagaia and Badaneguppe, to the pond of bandhuka plants on the south-east , 
again south, the milk-hedge*, the balkarn tree , again west, the row of medical plants, then the pond at 
the junction of n 1 o ; " , Ivottagaia and Mriltagi, (then) ChandigiUa, thence to the clearing nut tree at 
the south-west , again w esl, the . tiee, the banyan tiee called S'antaia, thence the bed of the 

stream , again uoith, the row of medical plants, the pond of the tose-apple, thenco to the sacied tamaimd 
tiee at the north-west , again the neggilu clump at the junction of Badauegnppe, Multagi, Koleyamu 
and Dasanm, the long sacuftcial cnclc 0, thence the lull which protects the noilli of the ullage of 
Gajasele, descending to the big lock, again east, the low of medical plants, then the . . 
banyan tiee , again noith cast, the pond at the junction of Badaneguppe, Dasairar and Tolmada, the 
tamarind tree at the paddy fields by the sluice, and so the level led mound which joins the eastern 
boundary, 

Jl t 

Witnesses theieto —Pc 1 V 1 - 1 -* \ the man who is a fnend m all Hungs to the line of the Ganga 
lajas , Maiugaieya Senduka, Mamjuguieya Nandjalaand Simbal A'dapa, of hhiggimda m Ganjcnad, 
servants 

33 

Country r witnesses Kulugova of Tagadur, Tagada of Gamgaimr, Nandaka of A'lgodato, Bellura 
and Alageya of Dinmatiu, Bellura and Deggiviya of Badaneguppe 

35 

Whoso takes away land presented by himself 01 by anothei will be bom a worm in ordure foi 
sixty thousand yeais The eaith has been enjoyed by Saka raja f and othei kings , according to their 
(gifts of) laud so was their leward Poison is no poison, the pioperty of the gods is the dreadful poison 
poison kills a single person, but a gift to the gods (if usuiped) destroy s sons A d * dr 1 Ment is 
a common budge foi hugs , this fioni age to age deserves your support, 0 longs of the earth thus does 
V . .. , V h ■ f beseech the kings who come after hnn 

Vis'vakarniiiiTs wilting 


* Or local 

•| In the quotation os genciallf given tins is Sigaia 
JGeneully Mmadiandw. 
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2 STONE INSCRIPTION AT BILIUR.-' DATE A D 887. 

Hi ale ICaunwla Characters. 


S T tukaa lamp Ki.hs'a Cliam.'ii'i Elephant Cham a GhaLia 

under triple canopy stnnl 

Fiospeiity to the Jnu s 'as ana 

Of the yeats passed since the time of the Suka kmg the eight him lied aud ninth yeai being cui- 
lent — 

3 Be it well — Satyci-vuLya Konqwu-icu mmrt, d 1 1 ■ 1 ' ' ' y dp, boonloid of Koyalalapuiu, 

loid of Nandag\i» } m the eighteenth year of s mnat Pei mmanadi's anointing to the kingdom, on the 
auspicious fifth day of the month Phalgima, to c*ai vran;mili-de\ a, the disuplc of vS' - 1 1 v 

bhalt/na, tor the Satya^akva Jma temple of the Penile kadanga, Teynimarndt ga-\e ike twelve hamlets 
of JJilhu on the bank of the Peddoie |, fiee of entiy Horn, all 

9 Those of the Nmetvas: Thousand, the five Uibutanes, those of the Peckloiegaie Seventy, and the 
eight laimcis ate witnesses to tins 

10 The people of the Male Thousand, the people of the hive Hunched, and the frve (?) gaihnd makeis 
aie gnaidians of this 

11 Whoso destioys this mcitis the frve gieat sms ot. destiojmg Paianasi, a thousand Eialimans and 
a thousand tawny cows 

13 Sejoja’s wiitmg 

11 Heliuru will bung eighty gadyanas of gold, and e gbfc liuiidied ibhauis) of puldy 

Text. 

1 Bliadiam astu Jina-s' asanas a Saka-nupa 

s tita- 1 ’' 1 ' 1 on tun in -omluttanej a vai&lia 

a m pLcuaitisittue hiasii Saij j-wikya Ivongimi vaimma dh«iinim.a-mi 

1 luiajndlmAja Koval iLypaia vaids'vaia Nandag.n-natln sTirn.i 

G t PuimmaiiaiUya lnjyibhiMiokaii gejda pidinrnlanoja ^aishadandu Pa 

G lguna-masada s'i' i ' 1 ■ - ! S'r 1 n T'i ’ 1 \ ' t 

v la shbhyai Sarvvanandi-devaigge Paine gadjngada S'alya-\akya-JiiiaIa 

8 yakke Peddoie-gaieya Bilmi-] jii vi -p] '1 r umam saivva-pada-pan 

9 liaia Pcimnunadi lcottd tombhattai u-sasinhaium ay-sanmnlaimn Bccldo 

10 le-guoya ^pi-h y mini cnt-ohkalum ldaikke sakslu Male-sasi 

11 lvbaium i 1 - i. ay-dam an guuun idaildcc kapu idan ahdom 

12 P > sasnvhai p A ' 1 n i i sasna kavileyuman a 

lidom i 7 . 1 ']/' 1 akkum Sej6]ana likhittaia 

14 Beirut u exibattu gady ana-ponnum eniu-nfnu-hatta 

15 mum iaiuchom 


* tor fac Simile sec Indian Anfiiuaty 1 1, 103 Ilic lcndaing thae gi\en "by Mi Kittel of tins Tad especially of the two follow mg is not 
couect, as shown hy me in Yol XIII of the same fubliut on 

f The 4 great irveP— lieie the mkshmantntha piobibl), but goneially a terra applied to the Kushna, 
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3. STONE INSCRIPTION AT KOTUR-* DATE ABOUT A D. 890 

Male Kannada Characters. 

* 


Be it well. — Salya-iahja Eongum-icumma , dhaimma*n r l if,, *v ,1 ' m 
loid of Nandagin, 

Elephant 


Ijooii loi d of Km alnlquu a, 
s'rimat Tcrmmamh— 


4 When Peimnudi enfeoffed Jerlila Eieyanga gavunda’s son, the onlei foi the estate was thus -the 
fixed land rent (nine) gadyunas of gold, and of the seed paddy one hnndial (Hiatus) of paddy he "aie 
up as a giant for all tune 

11 Bnmmayya’s letteis Prospeuty. 


12 May Kakadu be gieat foituiie to Eieyanga. 


Text. 

I Svasti Satya-vakya-K ■ , , u 

J . 11 '| , Kova 

^ lilapm u-vaies'i aiam NandagiiHidthara 
4 s'nmat P. 1 ■ Jedala 
5 Eioyangan gaumdana magufige Permma 
e dL vattam gattibide stiti-bainam a 

7 vud endode Siddhayada poun o(mbha)ttu 

8 gad} ana-ponuum biltija bha 

flttadolnui -• . 1 ' ■ ■ ella 

10 kalaktam sasanamage hi 

II ttar Biinirnayyati-alvlcaram man s alam 
13 Eieyangangc Kakadu mahas'u 


* Mhslied m Indian Anlqiicny 71, 103, 






BHAGAMAN DALA INSCRIPTION. 

-A <S v* Z> faVfrZf 

J1_&D C^y g, 2* 5) -^P3 2=/ £^7 <7 2iS 2^7^ T 

? ii ^ j <"2. 5L37 37 7^*770 — ^-j ° ^7^ 7? 7M <^s v ^ j J<*- J 3^57'7-*7 

z, a ^^u)^> 1 u^<p,'s£>{j'<^s^ a^ ° 3‘7 

^i,j^w 5 ^£gs^ffi 2 S’ i,&si^ 7 u )3 £-^ 2 j 

§ LOi-J 3d~rf'$'3> 7<^-5>«7 ^£j 

£ e_. ?_J & S 12 J 7 0 , <p • a L' 3 gC 2 -j 7 "3 cfe , ' vv 7 3 ~u S 

S, 7 c*, 7 on <SW) ffTO g 2 j S GTS <£S -'-'? 7 S 2J 7 y> 3t6 2- 1 9 
~^j '"p 7 «W7 70 '?> £j ^-* '"7 3 ^ ^ <iwl 's 57 7-< 1 31 ^ 

~^S‘ c 3 JtV 7 g 2 = ;SS) 3 ' 2 - I f?^^s ^• 2 , 


2 -, £ X dj dl n &-* O 9 ffv> 2 j ^0 S'^ L ^^ C)ZJ 7 " sS< 2 ° ? 

LA'S 7 6 |y 3 g 3 ^ 

777 LptQLgffC §rC 3 . r 9 V-? 2 j ^^-§i T? ^ 

«<^7 

2 ^, s^Scnsu eL 75,7 77 7 $Q£ 7^3 'd>">~>% ^ 

L 9 S 3 . — > O <57 77 ^ th <3) 3 CTnr 7 ®3 1-1 3 T ^ 

^ S ^ ^7 0 57-7 §3 f> 

“^.9 %, 2_j lti °2j S|p G 7 u7 e_j 83,7 g-. < Ql ( 3 > a - J ‘ Z—i 0 

■%Si->3®^2V, s 3 3 9 51 51 3 

g,£ 3 <n 2 _jgS %<T) 2 - J 7 'S 0 ^ # 20 3 ^ Jj 

C' J SfSi J JL/^ 5 ;uS 9 1 ^IL^U'W)^ 

ej? ^ 

(AJ'P 7 c k*(% tt$><^ <51 ^.'7 CWT) a 2-J 5<n <g <T) <^3 O0 u 

SGS^ufjl (SgugiTj'i^ cd->3 i 3 !R) c? ^ 


6 OT| <D (T) < 2 ^ CsiJ 1 5^0 " V ^ 2 -J I ^ cJ 2 § * ^ C==LJ 

^ $ S f? g, ) 3 < 5 i 2 _j i£> ^ 44 05 

ej <=^ 3 S 4 >- 
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4. STONE INSCRIPTION AT PEGGUR.- 1 DATE A D. 977 

Hale JKannatlti Characters. 


S'&uUia Lamp Caum'ir'i Kalash Eleplnnt Cliamn 

uncLr tuple cmopy stand ovli cl aim 

l>e it well — Of tho ^eais m the gioup of centimes elapsed since the time of the S aka king, the 
89Qth yeat Is \ma, being ament — 

3 Be it well — SitUja^ah t a Km gun lannma, dhauuma inahaiajuLhn iia, boon loid of KoUlapuia, 
lout ot Niudogm, 8 run at jUtchuiuilla FtimmaumU , at the using of the happy Louse (01 sign) of 
(/) r a uius (oi, on thediy that Naudishai a was stopped ) in the blight foitmght oi Plulgur a within 
that jeai — 

0 Be it well — While tho temble 011 c adorned with a stiong light aim in. which dwells the swoid 
vigoious m bei/mg tli pLcaous peails smtteied final tbo tiontal globes of the glohe-heaieis, the tioops 
ol the ( Itplunls of all hs enemies, delighting m the knave wainois of his eldei biothei , b'limat 
Jit ilka s t \\ t is i tiling the hank oi the BedJoie | — 

8 fiospcniy to tlie Jma susmia — S'nmat Aiurilau}m,avva the beloved disciple of S'u Gonasena 
pandita bhalUiaka* who was the beloved dmnde of Vu ' iuistna siddhantn de^a, a lesulcnt of Shi 
"Belgolai, accpmcd in lull possession Fuggcuhnu included within tlie new ticnch 

13 Witnesses to this — those of the Nmety-six Thousand, tho fho tnbutaues, those of the Peddoic- 
gme Seventy and tlie eight Lumeis. 

u Guardians of this — tlie foui Malcpas ipr hill dvefs), those of the Five Bundled, and the five 
(°) gailand imikeis 

15 Wlioso dost lots a giant In the Malnnij! of S') ipma § moms the five gioat sms ot destiovmg 
Bcinaijsi, a thousand Eialinmns and a thousand tawny cows W hoso piotccts this acquires gieat ment 

18 Chandanandyaya’s wilting Giant of the roiggaduiu basadi 


T<\> 'l* 


t 

% 


1 Stash Saka-m lpa-kal-dtita s am vat sa r a- s at-an g a 82 9 taneya % I svaia smnva 
3 tsaiam piavattise |i Svasti 8 itya-vakya-lvongim vaimma -T - ’uav mlvi, 

3 lajadliiiaci I\ 11 x ■ ’ csv ^ ■"* ^ -natha-sh inaat 

4 KAchn-malh Pi . i • >« 1 a 1 tad -vai bh-abhyantai a Palguna sukla pakshada Fa 

s nchsvaiain talbj -avasani ogc (oi \ 1 age) S'vasti samnsta-vairi-g 

G C 1 11 1 vsplmtit-anai gbya-mukUiphahi-g 

7 se-nn asita-dakshma 1 >i dd n » <1 — i u’d t t pi at hand am annana banta-ba 
s ta-dhaiampndam s'muat Rakkas k Beddoie-gaieyan aluttne Ehadiam a 
o stu Jma-s asaiuya s'ii-Bi lgola-nivabigalappa shMinasena-si 
io r *" ' 1 - - taia-shshtam s'n-G • f ^-bhaltaiakaia vaia 1 1 

n s'ishyai s'nmat Aiiantatnyyayyangal Pcggaduuun po 

12 sa-v y 1 ' - 1 1 ymLua sicldhiyage padednr Adaikke s i 

13 b&hi toiiil dinttai u -sasnbbaium ay-samantaium Fcddoic gmc. 


,i n i’ a ent-okkalum idam kavar nnibai Mmalepaiu 
s m aynmbbaium ay-damoiigaium S'llpinacla mahaiaju-bha 
3 dattiyan avan oibban alidom Banaiasiyum sasubbai-Bialima 
r naium sasira kavileyuman alida A . r ’* . T ' akknin 

3 idaii ai oibba kadai avaige pindii punyam Chambinandjavyina hklntam 


19 PorggacKua basadi} a s asanam 

J oi f ic sirmle s n e favhcM A.iii'Q'ttOH If 10-j 
&e note i p *» 

S i iv ma nelgo^ in Mysore 


S Gn<' iIijt ir» tTc 1 

«(, Looks bkc hriew, ‘TIicfc ^onaUle,” Uit ncya is then ual ml fiojci biillT 

r + Oi n i-s urn \ c rcnl f 7 euf) r/i was ibh/nm 

jf Oi this, lmy le il id lliatturaluv crniru s ishyam 
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5 STONE INSCRIPTION AT MERCARA DATE A. D 989. 

Hale Kannada Characters • 


Be it well— Boi tune 

In the S'aka jeaL 911, the \eai 5d(ivadluuj) 


COtf 

trickling calf 


Hooh Sun 


, , tlio daj of the uttauyaiu 

the son. of S'lijn, guinunU ot Gan a ui, at the lu 

v oi ship and annual cuicmouy foi Ivi,u mduia, 


pest uf tho aitificpis, at the time of the 
cut tioweis foi the noon day 


custom 


13 Jayanatlia and those of Kaluiu who come to Ins ivoi ship 
Tama Paiam.es' vara 


piotectmg it, 


11 Whoso lobs this ineuis the gilt of 


Text. 

I Svasti S'li S'aka van 
2 sha t) 11 neya S'a 

3 

i 

5 , lad uttai iyana, 

s . i anulas'n 

7 Gana . uia S'ujd, gaum 

8 nd ilia maga piudu(laia) 

9 mannadi Kunandaia dhjana 

10 kdla tiththi kuhuaia 

II di madhjaliana udi pu go 
12 lliyuiu 

1 3 Jayanathaiu Kaluiu 

14 . taunapuja balu 

isiu . . . mopal Ladu 

16 Tama Paiaines'vaiani 

« ..... 

13 i * * * f 

19 kadawavan . B a 
"° madid a patakam „ . 


* In thg Ceatial Scl'o 1 I'leiu&e*, u hither it was brought fium th: duoition cf Fuseijct, The letter a tc vciy ranch defaced 
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6, VIRAKAL AT NIDUTA-DATE A. D. 1255, 

Ilah Kannada Characters. 


Priest Lraga Priest 

Tae Keros wing lights waving lights The to Handi 

wife 

Beit well In tlie .victonoas increasing S'aka year 1177, the year Rakshasa, (the month) 
Yuis'akha, the 11th day of the blight foitmght , in the time, (of the auspicious reign) of S'rimat 
Piatapa Chakravarti Hoijsana BhujaMaS'n Vim Namsmlia Mp So>Mp ) the son of Bna 
gavuda of Kahigodu, shouting, 

Celestial Tlieheio Celestial 

musicians in a triumphal car musnwna 

Bumbiya Nayaka himself, taking with him his servants Bhnaiya and Somanna, fighting with him, 
he fell In order that Somaiya may attain to the world of gods, Man gavuda who was born with 
linn, and Mayiga the son of that Some gavuda, have prepared and laised this Uragul Great prosperity. 
Fortune 

Three rows of men aimed with sword and shield, 
hearing flags two mounted 


Text, 


Svasti s'ri ’ 1 ■ I - S'aka varusha llTIne Hakshasa sam I Vais'akha s'udlia 11 s'r Siimat 

Pratapa Chakravart Hoysana Bhujabala S'ri Vira Narasimha Rayana kaladalh 

Kabigodina Bira gavudana maga Somaiyanu hogulutta Bumbiya Nayakanu tau duta Bimaiya Soman- 
nan odone yatti hogi kadi.ldalli biddauu a Somaiyanu deva-lokakke sallabekendu atari odane huttida 
Man gavudanu a Some gavudana maga Majigana panpaya madisida bhagallu mangala maha s'ri s’ri 


l r 

Sil 
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7. VIRAKAL AT NIDUTA-DATE A- D. 1286- 

jlale Kannada Characters. 


The Hero s 
wife 


Pnest 


Linga 


Pnast 


Tioheio 


y«ai 


la the «tan mcreasms Sofa, J®. 1208, the Fmtlmo, (temou tt 
Yms'ekR the 12th *7 of the b,„M fatmght , m the Ume ot the metet-^ Tagn el & ,m,ot e- 

tapeCtowt,®^*!^ ' r “' " 8 ’ 

joining fight with Ins boasting bitter enemies, fell m the fight 


Celestial 

musicians 


Pile hero 

m a triumphal cut 


Celo&tml 

musicians 


In order that Maia Tamma may attain to the noilcl of gods, his younger biothez Maleya K.iyaka, 
and his sons Somanna . . thisnic^. Glut prosperity. Fortune 


Three rows of men armed with, sward auialualij 
To earing fligs some mounted 


Text. 

Stasti s'ri v” y’ 11 t I S’aka ranisha 1228 Paiobbava sam I iocLi Vais'aUm s'uclha 12 S'll- 
mat Piatapa ChakraYaita Hoysana Bhujabala S’li Vila Narasimha Devaiasara lajyabhyudava kAltuLUlti 
Kaihigodma Mara Tammanu tanna k'yhn’io-p’ " A u " J " • * ” 1 j ’ kudi kalagadallu kiuli bul- 

danu a Maia Tammanu deva-lokakke salabdkendu atana tamma Maleya Nayaka a Mai a T.iumimia 
jnnkknlu Somanna . ... vhagallu mangala malm s'u s'ri s’i j 


* In the copy the year is Pandh&Yi, which must be wiong, as that fell m 1D34 
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8 STONE INSCRIPTION AT BHAGAMANDALA -DATE 

? ABOUT A, D 1400 

Si„e 4 feet 0 inches x 3 feet. Grantha and Tulu Characters. 


Le it well Fortune Obeisance be done by devotion to the guru 
upitei bung m conjunction with Vngo, m the gieat month named Vris'ch'ka (Scoipio), on 
misday undei the star Uttaia, a umveisal s’asana, a s’asana m the fonn of the joy of the guru, will 
, tic embodiment of (Ins) insti action (oi Bodhaiupa), make even at the holy Bhagand-as'rama also * 

While Metpundi. L wmiyarns'i was lulmg the n&d, JBhcr ga-i at at asn, the embodiment of the nr 
stun. bon (budha-iupa) of S rmiat Pm ushuttama {appear s io hate » cstored some former grant and added 
to it, fo) maintaining the nor ship, illuminations and othet ceiemomes at the temple) 


Text. 

1 Svnsti S’li (II) Namas-kritva ~ n . 1 1 1 I | Kanya 

2 iudha-Bnhaspatau (II) Vus'chikdkhye maha-ma 

3 se I Brihaspaty-Uttai a-dme II kanshye s'asanam sa 
4 ivaml gui oi -auanchi- l upmali (ll)sasanam bodkaiupo 

‘ham (I) S’li Bliagand-as 'rame‘ pi hi II metpundi Kunuiyar: sm na 
day alan ika S'lhnat kuiushottama bodharupa 

7 F. 1 - w - i ii i muntaya vyaipitta . 

8 

. . . , Kunmyaiasa ma 

ndajdn panna kappada Meli-naduv (da Kadav-ara 

10 sanana pannanda ldnam pnka 

11 Sdmioin milukkn nachlippadi devakku eppadi 

12 pattam adile uukalandiu ponn e 

13 lum arusukku nanda vilukku padmelu n(ila mu 

14 nali olukka vikkira nali i t . 'I '\m uanali 

15 nodu buvm diinam n6]du 

16 mappapadi vellatan akil Kambmmda naduv a 
lum aiasanai kula karutumana cl6\au natti 

18 1 palattu kattiyidattu vidippanai mukka 

19 lattura b ■iidiVitt kd oiu 

20 kadava dandam ippauam 

21 kettum upekshittu. pom aiasukku tail nattil pattukku 

22 

" vida kadavara piakuti 

23 kanam padinen desk pa # 

21 da pidippa pallayira 

25 kandalai 

26 ldil mikkadu bhandai i 

27 


* It has been repiesented to me that the inscription from this point was in the Tulu language, hut experts in Tulu 5 Malay Ahm and 
Koclagu have all alike filled to make an}thu g out ot it, I have been obliged therefore to do the best 1 could with it myself The general object 
of the grant is evident from the Tamil words occmrmg here and there 
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9. STONE INSCRIPTION AT PALUR-DA T E ? ABOUT A, D. 1400* 

Size £ feet x ? feet 6 mdies-Gmntha and Mw characters. 


Be it well Fortune be to it 

Doing obeisance to Vmayaka the all-learned guru, anti to the goddess Sausvati, so iar as 1 am 
able an auspicious sasana will I make 

Be it well. Success to the stone s'asana of s’limat Pin usliotkm the learned tattva-bhattaiika's 
disciple, the embodiment of (his) instruction (or Bodkarupa), B 1 • - ■ • ^ jutabka-deva 1 (qpemsto 
hie made a giant m favour of the S'n Vmhiam of the 18 countnes-pdinemhi) 


Tcoct, 

Svasti S'rir astu 11 Ymayakam vis’eskajnam garum devhn Sarasvatmi \ 
Namas kurvan yatba s'aktya karisliye s'asauam s’ubham 1! 

Svasti s’nmat Purushottama vidvat-t att va-bkattai lka-s h shya 
Bddha-i'\" ^ t '1 jutabha devakajiyat s'lla-s’asaiiam II f 


* See note to No, 8, 

tie obtamel ifef ^ urnis ^ 335 ^ oe5 not 835111 reliable after tbu point, and the inscription is m the interior of the temple where no access tan 
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10. STONE INSCRIPTION AT ANJANAGIRI -DATE A D. 1544 

Sne 3 feet x 3 feet. Male Kannada Characters, 


Obeisance to S'n S'aiitmutha Be it fiee from obstiuction 
Be it fortunate. 


May the doctime ot T 11 - ilie supreme profound syoil uhla, preiail, the Jam dcctnuc 

avlueli is a token of unfailing success 

The titles of tlie ilhatmdwya of the S'n-Mula-sangha, the Deb gana, the Puataka gachcha aud 
tlic h 1 1 i 1 1 '. ,iya, the iccenei ot a boon from Jayagules'vara. a bee intoxicated with the honey 
from the lotus feet of Gumniatu Jiues'vaaa the loid ot Befgula Surapura, who was the pioinotcr of 
tlio leligious mcLit ot the tunes, wcie as follows — by his mstuictions in the assembly of the learned 
causing the toitoise winch bcais up the eaith to tremble , an ornament to the innid of the speed! 
(goddess , a sun m the Digambaia woilcl of light, . « thus did Kundakr Dei a 

Sun shine, a new . f 01 evei * 


Be it well— The auspicious monarch, the acharya of the cude of royal gurus, head (grand-father 'i 
of the gloat Vada Vadis'vaia lajachaus, an empeior among the learned, the preserver of the life of 
Hall, Ifa Raya, glouous with these and many titles, was S'rimat Chaiukntti Paiulrta Deva the disciple 
of wlioso disciple was S'irmad Ablitnava Cliaiukntti Pandita Deva His fellow student S limat S uihi° 
/, b Ih Dcea, in the S'aka yeai 1466, the yeai Iuodhi being cunent, on the 15th of the blight fortnight 
of Kfuttika, caused to be wntten a stone insciiption as follows - 


ILs fiiooil S'timad AhUnova Cliii ukiitti Pandita Deva having paid a visit to the kasadi of S’anli- 
n.Ulm sviinn who dwells oil the summit of Aiij inegni when in the S'ata jeai Uo3, the yeai 1 -ini. 
inCluita, S'anla-UiUids'vaia and M.m.1 ' Win manifested tkemselies fiom the aver Snvinia. 

v.ili for the promotion of religions meat m the Kali age, and having erected on t e a™ 0 y e 
laU a basath of wood , mtlieyear Kbtio, m the month Ohaatu, he caured (these gnd^ to be se, up 
by the hand of Ins own brother S" “ of F ' and gave in tiuchons fold, 

ot cation of a stono basaih The Mowing is the description of the stone noik and the steps eiecutei 
by the following year Mb, the 15th of the hught foitmgbt t of lHittia,-enpen^ paid o • ' 

of Bemmatta Butanahalli belonging to ^ _ Ior ™ 

workoOO ponnii in money, to the same fiom Bhnjabah S'ri-appa of Amma.no asatalh for die 
egod of the inner shrrne gnU) 30 thirty gadyfaa Ins f lH 

bavin" had the cave painted with red oebe (M»), he had steps made fiom it do»n to the . 
bZ:la for providing one meal at the cential gateway contnbuted 50gadyanas, andforgdtsof 

food • • gadyaaa 

the basadi of S'antla'vara of Anjanagui, and for gifts of food . p 
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Those who cause this giant to fail mciu the guilt of slaughtenng Brahmans and cows 

In the year 14 . the year S'ubhakut, the 2nd of the hnght foitmght of Chaitia 

Wednesday ■ toi a hall o I gifts (tlfiwds ulc} „ 

™ ' ' - - of Banaboge, the beloYcd disciple of S'llmat Chaiukuth Pandita Dova 


Text. 


S'li S'antmathaja namah 1 uiiviglniaia astu suhliam astn 


S'rimat-^ - u > sjiid- ’ 1 ' 'J ■ I jftat T 11 "I ja A'isnnani 

Jma-s'asanam II Svasti s'ri-Mula-sangha Desi-g.ma P 1 _ 1 1 K 1 f b ' ay a Jayagulcs'- 
vaia-vaieya s'nmad-Belgula-^iu ju - I'AP'h'vaia Gummata-Jmes'vaianAda paxlma- “ 1 1 - 

•fji ' ' ’ tat-k.ila- 1 ' " 11 ' 1 dkamiAduiyaia biiudavah ycnteucl ode n pandit a _ 

pundarika-kulamam ' 11 - vvi-' ' 1 - ■ 1 Vag do vatl-mano-nota-Dig ambai a-pi alilia- 

• 1 i-"" i nahda-bhai } u-i atbanga-mano Aa again Kim dala-1 tov.i-S'fu y . 

yan esedarn naya-vag-tirjejam. nuantaiam |j Svasti snmad aaya-iiijagiuii-mandahichiuja inalifi- 
V '' T .v~'T v . ’-Tt,' ' , ' ' sakala-vidvaj-jMn-ct- ) l.nn 1 tionim., Ballala-Baja-jiyaii-kripalakady 


t - 'T- l. 1 / 1 


-XV 7 


11 appa sumach Chaiulditti Pandita Dewuugnhx piasishy.ir.ulauta 
Chaitja sifmad Ablnnava OhaiuMitti Pandita Devamgala sa-tulhyai Ada Sumach S'antikul ti 
Deraiugalu S'aka varsha 14GG sanda vaitama.ua Kiodln samvatsaiada Ivi'ufikd su 15 yallu 
baras'ida stla-sasanada kramav entendode tamma C 3 } saklia snmad Ablnnava Chaiulditti I’andiia 
Devarugalu Kali kala-dhauna-th tha-; - • 11 vagi Siuainavati nadiyinda svuyam piatyak- 

shaiagi S'anti-tiitbehvaranu 4- ' yu S'aka vamsba 1453 noya Vikntn samvatsaiada 

Chaitradallu bijamdduUgi Anjanagmya-- - - ' ' H S'Antmatlia -s vAmiya basadigo bijnnmdi 

giny-agrudalh darumayada basadiya mad! Khara samvatsaiada Chaitia nusadalh svamipuada 
' S'antopadkyayua kayymda pi atishteya madisi silamayavada basadiya nmdisendu 
budh -galisahigi allmda mtinde Kiodhi samvalsarada Kaitika s'u 15 nolcge Lillu-kcLisa ALuhin gala 
nad sida, vivara han^aiaya-pattanikkc sallnva B 11 - r> I 11 maganam Ay ir, i'> rfi h P ,■ ^ 
kallu-gelasakke sanda vonnu 00 haiu vogoya ado s'n'i avuialu Aimnatia- 

hosahalliya Bhujabah S'u-<?pp lhuda gailika-gnliana deiabke sandadu gn 30 muvattu tamma gum 
irimacb Chauihutti Pandita Beuim gauge 


lul VI 


1 ' ’■ muttisi AladAic nmdhya bdgiUalh 
Yondu bottma naivedj nkke sola smdaduga 10 i-di p-h_ sola sandadu ga || 

S'ubhakuta samvatsarada PbaJguna masa 15 Anjanagmya B'antisvaia basadiya sltala mal.gov a 
samanta balaiu Kannadiga halaiu liana desiya halaru madida dhaima Jl nan katfida k u lu n-ulod 
ondakke ga 1 vonclu aliara danakko kodunep 

dharma sasana ji dhaimakke tappidavaiu go Biahmanaian 

4u bidige B; ‘ VaiU&ha 14 * S'ubhakutu ' - - ‘ ,d . Cluitm 

' ' • depmagakkular ’ll ''..-.I,, dfmamlego 

varaiishyani Hanasogeya Bhujababya Appayagabm * “ u]vhltl 1>ar,(1lta Wvarigo 
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II. COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION AT KATTEPURA-DATE 

A- D 1693- 

She 1 foot 6 inches x 1 foot. Kannada Characters . 


Bo it piospeious Adoied be 8'ambhu, beauteous with the chamaia-like crescent moon kissing his 
lofty head, the anginal f ids 1 ” -;.V- of the city ot the thiee worlds I praise the light tusk of 
the spoitive boai, may it protect us, on winch the earth uplifted by it was like a spot 


Be it well In the year 1615 of the victorious increasing S'alivahana era, the yeai named 
Srimukha, the 12th of the light fortnight of Pushya, K> ishiappa Ndijala , son of Venkatadri Nayaka 
and grandson of Knshnappa Nayaka ol Belur, of the Kasyapa gotia and Apastamba sutra, caused to he 
wntten and given to Yogapaiya , son of Puttaiasaiya and grandson of Subrahmanya deva, of the 
Vasishtha gotia and Asvalayana sutia, a deed of gift of a village as follows —In the Belur sime, which 
the auspicious king of hugs, the supieme lung, the valiant and majestic, the auspicious heio Knsbna 
Raya Deva mahaiaya fotmeily bestowed on our great great grandfather, a Govmda to the ocearg 
blight with camphor and sandal, in wai a Blhina, loid of the excellent V 1 L'p' “ the obtamer of 
apoweiful kingdom, Knshnappa Nayakaiaiya the Red, m the Nngunda station of the Tungi nad 
belonging to Arlcalgod, the villago of Kattepiua, situated east of Komganahalli, west of the land south of 
the Bemavatf liver, noith of Niluvagilu, togethei with V ' to the east of Ippugalale 

We, Knshnappa Nay aka, son of YenkatadnNayaka and grandson of Knshnappa Nayaka, of the Kasyapa 
gotra and Apastamba sutra, to Yogapaiya, soil of Puttaiasaiya and grandson of Subrahmanya deva, of 
the Vasistha gotia, the Asvalayana sutia and the Rik salcha, the village of Kattepura, togethei with 
H rir^Vl 1 !, in the said tithi, at the auspicious time of the Makaia sankramaua, having given with 
presentation of a, com and pouring of watei, acquiring the eight nghts of full possession, namely, present 
pio&t future profit, hidden treasure, undeigiound stores, spungs, stones or minerals, actualities and 
possibilities, that you, your offspring and descendants, as long as sun and moon crime, with power 
of gift, exchange or sale, may continue to enjoy them in comfoit, Knshnappa aya a, sono en- 
katadu Nayaka and grandson of Knshnappa Nayaka, of the Kasyapa gotia and Apastambha sutra, 
to Yogapaiya son of Puttarasaiya and gtandson of 0 1 - 1 “ ^va, of the Yasishtha gotra, 
Asvalayana sutra and Rik sakha, caused this deed to be written and given. 


The just witnesses to tins —sun and moon, wind and fire, earth and water, heart and mind, 
day and night, morning and evening, justice , these know the actions of men 

Of giving or protecting a gift, than giving protecting a gift is hettei , by giving svaiga is obtained, 
by protecting a gift eternal lest. Than giving oneself, to piotect another's gift is twice as meritorious , 
bv taking away another’s gift one's own gift becomes fruitless. Land given by oneself is a daughter, 
that given by one’s father is a sistei, that given by another is a mother, theiefoic land given mus 
not be touched An only sister to all kings in the woild, neither to be enjoyed nor taken m marriage 

is land given to a Brabman. 


(Signed) Shi Iiiishna 
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Text, 

S'ubliam asta 11 Nanas tnnga-saai 1 1 -clikaia-diauive i trailukya-nagar^amblia- 
ii ' S'ambhaYe II Yande lila-\aiahasya damslitmlaiida sa patu nahl udhrula mcdini 

una kalankam iva yatra sa II 

Svasti sri r i". !1 u V ' .-SaliYabana 1615 BGjaSiivil.ii, . 

Pufchva &u 12 ’ T *” 1 ' 1 ’ -sutudaBeli'uaKi lslmnim i -nayahia pautiai auaYenktadi 1 

aayakira putiaiada F"' 1 ■■■''■ Y" " i‘ ’■ A’ 1 ' ‘ • 1 bdc- u l 1 ' 

.r ^ 1 pautrarada Piifaiasaiyana piitiaiada Yogapaiyago baiisi kuttagiama-dana- 
waana-kramav cut endaic piirvadalli &mad rajadlmaja 1 ' " ‘ ' Ski wa-putilpa Ski ihn 

Kuslun-Piaya Deva M 1 ' '■ naraina vnddln pjtamaharada smdhu-Govmda kimakaia-gandlia- 
(V 1 ' Y' ' - a. . '7' _ baliyada 1 yara-ls ~ 1 i- • . t V„- 

raiyanavorige palista Beldia skege salira Arakulgoda valitada Tungi-uada ^ " r 1 ri 
Jib ~ ' " piro Hemavati-nadige dakskmada jammige pakhima Nikvagilige vuttamada, 
Kattcpoiada guka Yippugalalege puiYawla T I '■ ' salia K ' * ,■! Apastamba satrada 

F- - 1 r - ' ’ pautiaiada Yenkatadn-nayakaia putiarada ^ 1 '■ ’ *u Vasislita, 

gdtra \~ v i - " ’ '1 S; 1 -Y 0 ’ pauiraiada Futlaiasaiyima 

putrardda Yogapaiyage Kattepoiada giama Humnanalialli salia ji tailia tithi Makaia-saiikramana 
p il;Fi " 1 ' 1 1 -■ -purvakayagi kottevagi yi giamakke saluva .ikslMgsimi 

liidLi niksbepa jala pashana siddlu ~\ v 1 1 ashtablioga syamyavamiu. agu madikonda nmana 

saataaa parampaia acliandiaika sthajigaldgi uanadi vmimaya vilaayagalige yogyav/igi suldiadalli 
rnubhanriLr' lu yihadu yeadu Kasyapa gotiada ' 1 ' ’ Fv 1 ' ^akaia paulraiiicla 

Y'" 1 " 1 ' 1 1 ' ’ putiaiada Euskappa naynkam 1 }< y v r, . r RiLYkhudliy- 

ayanauda kV-V 1 \Y \ paatraiada Putiarasaiyana putmda Yogapaiyage banslkotla 
sasamll yidakke dbaim sMigalu ^ • 1 '/ amlo-nalas elm dhyaur Mm apo hndayam 
mimascba 1 ahad clia raWcka rablie dia sondliyd dliaimadchajanati naiasya vnttani II datia palanayor 
Mdbye daaat , .1 danat siargam avapaoti palamid achyutam padam !l svadati.i 

J ' 1 ; 1 ' ' svadattam mshplialani bliavut II svadattd 

pa i -a diiatn pitii-datta saliodau I anya-datta sra rnata cha I datta bkummi pantjajcUl jdkaiva 

bbaguu lake saiTeshaia e\a kubhujam I na b%a sa kaiagiahya vipiadalta vasundkaru 11 

Ski Kiishna, 
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12 COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION AT MAHADEVAPURA-- 

DATE A D 1782- 

She 1 foot 6 inches x 1 foot. Kannada Characters 


Lmga Iuijcndia Vadeyai 


M 


S'idhalmgappa, deputy (guru) of Eodagn, 


caused the repairs to be made m tbs year S'arvau, the 13th. of the blight fortnight of Kurttika. 

Whereas the auspicious king of bugs, supieme lord, skilful and valiant, unequalled hero and 
monaidi, seated oil the jewelled thi one of the Kodagu samsthana, mling the empire of the wo' hi , 
ol the Uhikadvaja goto, the Asvalayana sutia, the L ’ h S 1 ' 11 r '' * and the Vfra S'aiva reli- 
gion , Appajendra Vadcyar’s son Lmga Bnjmdia Yadcyar— 


Adored bo S'ambhu, beauteous with the chamara-like ciescent moon kissing his lofty head , the 
original loimdation-pillai of the city of the thiee woilds 

Be it well Foitune —in the victorious increasing Kali year 4881, the year Vikan being cunent, 
the 1 Oth of the dark fortnight of Magha, Wednesday, at 1] hours, submitted to the will ol Shva (died), 
and at the tim e of Ins (thus) becoming subject to Shva, the moon to the wateis of the womb of that 
Maharaja (his sou), Y'm JMjmdra Yadcyar being present, having perfoimed the funcial ceremonies, 
made according to his orders his tomb m ?f'" 1 _ '< '• erected a temple, and setting up the guJ 
Basavdsvara upon that tomb, erected amatha of the Muugi sect (sumjuadciyd) , and to piovide foi the 
perpetual adoration of the ganas and of this god, setting up stones stamped with the Imgam the 
AT hud and the villages of Clnkka Harade, Jambuiu, Beluru, and Basaiunakalli, m the 

year Nala, the 1st of the bright fortnight of Chaitia, Fuday, wToto a deed of gift — 

The repairs of it were commenced in the year Shiran, the 13th day of the blight fortnight if 
Kiirttika, and wcie completed in the year S'ubhaknt, the 10th of the blight fortnight of Witakki, 
Monday. 
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Linga Fnji'iidu Yadeyam ^ Kodaguia cliaramiutigalada Sddiulmgappa 

Vi 

dayani S uruu saimatsaiada KMka s'udlia 13 yu V 1 d 11 jimoddara miulisiddii 

S limad Rajidbiaja i' ' .'l d'-ii i'i’.i apiatma-vira-naiapati Kodaguia sums- 

d nil sikmi-' ’ ' " 1I pntliVL-aamiajyam gaiyiittidda Bharadviija gotrada Ahuliyuna 
>- uuah -n uiwya MWinataskiada Appiyklra-V' 1 putrai dda Lmga 

R ■jadia-Vahua-Namas tungkrad diumh-clmdu chatmia-chaiavc 1 V 1 ■ -'uaniLha 
Kda-s^ibliiya Sawfee—Svasti S’li 11 • _ j Kali sanda 4881 no vaitamiinaklo salluva 
l i.vd -1 >anukuad L -i Maglia blula 10 ju Mhamia dm galige H go S'r ' 11 ' ' 1 1 yi S'mulhma- 

' iguva taJviladallujimaliaujaia gaiblubdlii-"! 1 n ' ' Vila Rajdndia Vadcyaiu suuni- 

dlundalli Jidda sat-kaimavaiinii vuaclnsi 1 ' M' 1 T-p 1 11 1 * i 11 uir ,i 

nibi di \astliaaavaunii kattisia samadlii rntilo Basavcsvaia JDdvaia piatishteyannii miidisi Mungo 
Kimpiadayada matliavannu Lattisi v 1 d-.l'l-l 1 ’- gaiuradhaiio yi viiddwya yi Mdildvu- 

piuaTiLunuCliikh Harade Jambiim Beliim ,n, sa ] ia | 1DgtVmiu i le ^ n [ h \. 

tejauau laiklila samyatsaiada Cliaitia sudha 1 vu V ] i ■ ' , 1 1 yappisid' ■ ' - -mm 
Kuadu kottuyidkeyagi jirnudddmiddii S'fai samvatsaiada Kaitika yudlia 13 divasa prammblia 
S uIMnm sanuatsarada Vaisaklia sudha 10 Gurayarakke akairu agi-yidk 



10 


13 COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION AT ABBIMATHA- 

DATE A D 1796 

Sivelfoot 3 inches x 8 inches— KannaJn Char u tecs. 


At the feet of Isiiaiijana Deva of Alibi nntha, deputy of SVmtavuu s\ Aim, 
deputy of Pulodu nuilictiita suimi MalliLujuiia. &uimi, disciple of Mungi ^uim 1 

Adoiecl be S'ambhu, beauteous with the cli imai <i-liko descent moon lading lus lolty head, th 
ongmal 11 d ' t 11 of the city of tlie tlnee woilite 

Be it well — In the )eai 171S of the victorious mci casing S'nliuiliana eia, the yeai Xulu being uu- 
lent, on the list day of the blight loituight of CliaiUa, on Finlay, the adheient ol thuso uilhioneil mtln. 
uppei cave at S'lvagauga, dedicated by the lotus hand of tlie svaini oi the Sidhapma matha, the au^piu- 
ous king of lango, sapiemo lord of lungs, gi eat majesty, unequalled liciuic lung, while seated on i!n» 
jewelled thione of the pi ounce ol Kodagu, lulmg the kingdom of the woikl, Yu a F/ijcntha Vi ukycu, s >n 
ol Appajendia Vadeyai, of the Bhaiadvija gdtia, Abvala) aua sub a and V i 1 d d 1 ' " K V “aya, \uoh 
and piesented aiencwed gift as follows — 

Wheicas the two villages which fonneily m the yeai 1630 of the S'aln ah ana eia, the jcai Iulaka, 
the 2nd day of the blight foitmght of Kaittika, on Wednesday, mu gieat-giandfathei Dodda Yiiapia 
Vadevai made ovei at fust to Yadavanad ALbi matha, namely, tlie ullage ol Ilosnlli and the village ol 
Jigattalli , and besides these, one village which, when Doclda Vnupaksha sviimi visited iMadikeii, hold- 
mg his feet and making petition, in oi dei to obtain ment ns long as sun and moon cnduic, he newly 
piesented to the Abbi matha, namely, the village of Bachalli with a giound i ent of 16 pagodas — 
altogethei tlnee ullages, Hosulli, Jigattalli and Bachalli woie made over to the Abbi matha, with the 
election of stones stamped with the lmga, the people of the foui (boundaiy) villages being present — 

On this 1st day of tho blight foitmght of Chaitia, Finlay, m older that our fathei and all ancestors 
may attain to the eternal S rv aloha, we have wntteu a lonevvod gift of the land on a copper plate and 
piesented it. 

And in these three villages Hosalli, Jigattalli and Bachalli which belong to the Abbi matha, 
witlnn the four boundancs, the eight rights oi full possession, narnelj, hidden tteasuic, imdeigiound 
stoies, spungs, tnnber, stones oi mmeials, picscnt piofit, future piofit, actualities and possibilities, &c 
The whole of that land as an offeimg to S’iva, in oidci that, peiFoninng the woiship of the ganas and 
continuing the wOikof ment as long as sun and moon endiue, at the tunc of Shva-puja blessings maj 
bo continually invoked with tlie hymn of benediction (saying) — 

Recollection of foimer bnths, dominion of the woild, piospenly, bnghtness, sm passing beauty , 

Faith in thee, knowledge, longlife, objects of desuo, do thou, oh' S'ankaia, bestow on me fiom 
age to age,— 

we have written and given this renewed gift of land 

Witnesses theicto — sun and moon, wind and file, sky, eaith and water, lieait (or conscience) 
and Yama, day and night, morning and evening , these know the deeds of a man. 



20 


Tim mating a gift oneself theie is twice the merit m maintaining anothei’s gift * by talcing away 
anothei s gLft one’s awn gLft becomes fun ties s 

The said giant of Lind was wntten accoidmg to Older onFnday by S'ambhaiya of ( 9 ) the private 
apartments 

(Signed) Shi Vi 


Trxt. 



Muiigi-Svamiyavaia padaka Mallikni juna-svanuya Patodu Mahanta-sva 
mij aval a chara-muittigalada Sant'- ' "m chaia-muitti- 

gaLida Abbi-mathada Nnanjana De\aia padakkc 
Namas tnnga-snas 1 1 - ’■ -chanuia chaiave I J l" 1 ' "hi --a 

Vambhave [| Svasti Shi vijaydbliyadaya S'aln nhaaa-s'aka-vaL usha 1718 ne 1 k* salluva Nab- 

sain vat saLada Clmtia sa 1 Bhai gubiacblluS'ivagaiige-melana-^ i- 1 ' ' 'b . sampiadnyasta- 

i ida SVlhapaiada inatkadi suannjavaia kara-kainala-sdiyataiada Vlia-S' 1 S'umad- 

l ij idlmaja i ~~ ~ 1 j. ■ ■ 1 i ‘I vipiatinia-vua-narapati Kodagma samsthanada bliatna- 


suuhasanaiudhaiagL pnthvl-samb) Ajyam gaivnttnalu B1 


A'=\ l'v bVia Ruksh abhd- 


4 uh' i . — piakn S'ah- 
1 ’1 i kire-ajjoyana- 


h addin 1 B 1 ~ 

i 1 ii- 


_1 I 11 1 'd Appaj endra- Vadeyai aval a pautiaiada Lmga-Ra/j endi a- V a rleyai aval a putiaiacla \ita- 

liijfndia-VadeyaiavaiLi baiadn vappista ■ Y' 1 dana sa&anada kir irv- '- 1 

valiana-saka vaiusha 1630 ne TC* 1 k - * Kaittxka snddha 2 P-i 1 - ' 

\ nada Dodda-Vhajipa-Yadeyaiavaiu Yadava-nadu Abbi-matliakke pi aba nadadn bmuttidda guima 
Iiosalli-giama vandn T j JL h - o \ ■ ■ vandu vabhaya guima yeiada yidalbde Dodrla-V \ '] 1 - ' 

^a\aia Madikuuge clnttaisalagi pada-vididu 1 1 ' ^ 1 1 ’ ' \ ' 0 dhaima-bai abc kendu 

nutanavagi Abbi-iinthaldce bittu. kotta guima BachaUi-~ 1 11 kandayag 16kadinaiu vaialia 

s ihi Hosalli-giann 1 Jigattalli-gLama 1 Baelialh-guinia 1 antu guima 3 muru Abb ax ib 1 !:. saha 
lmga-mudie-sib- ' ^ 11 clmva-gLamadn\aia munde yittu madisi kotta yiddabagge yl Chaitra 

n 11 pitiadi samasfca pLtiigaligii akshaya Shva- 1 ' 1 ’' 11 ^ d «Y! ' 1 

timbiada hahgeyalli baiadn vappisfcevdgi yl Abbi-mathakke yida senda Hosalli- 
mann 1 Jigattalli-giama 1 Bachalli-guima 1 antn guima 3 la chatus sime 11 yiruva mdhi 

uiksliepa j da tarn pishina akslilno againi siddha 11 1 1 n 1 1 T 1 ' ' ' ^ mnntada a 

sikaLa bhuimyannu Shvai pitavagi 1 _ ni ' i nadisikondu 11 1 y 1 o i dliarmavamiu 

nadista Shva-puja k ilarlalla aslivadada bloka J iti-s mm a tram pi ltb 1-patitvam savubhagya lavaiinjam 
itha lupam [ trad bbakti vidye paiamaym lshtam tvam das" cha me S'ankhaia jannm janmaul yamba 
isnvadavannu miidutb y 1 T 1 b baiadn vapista " ' n p sakslngalu 

blit\a chandid anile nalaYha dh^ aval bhiivn apo imdayam Yamab cha alio latuscha ubhayas cha 
squill! dhiimas^a] inati luiaiya \utnh || sundatta dngommpunyam^ ^ , lM | paiadattapa 

hnena bvadatiain nispliabin blusot jamba l- 1 r 11 11 \>i i r Bhaigayaia baiadata 

kkasa-ialnsjada S'nmbhay a 

Shi VI 


Qucrj rK 7 iu 
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14- COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION AT MAHADEVAPURA- 

DATE A D 1796 

Si, ve 1 foot 6 incites -< 1 foot. Kannada Characters, 


At the foot of 3 'Ant a viia svAmi, deputy of Kodak mahant? swim, deputy of Main Mui.ut 

svami 

Adoi cd be S'ambliu, beauteous with tbe chamaia-like ciescent uoon k'tMig Ls iufN h d, t 1 *■ 
foimdation-pilhu of the city of the thiec woilds. 

Bo it well In the yeai 1718 of the viotouous increasing S'ahv ibaus eia the ye.n Kd i K g 
cuncut, on the 1st day ot the blight foitnight of Cliaitio, on Fnday, the a aliment ot tb>e cn uiou 1 
m the uppci cave it S'lnganga, lolloim of the Yha S'ana iaitli, dedicated by the loom Laid m i 1 
ci own svami of the Riddapuia uiatha, the auspicious kmg of longs, supreme lonl knrs, gu t 
majesty, unequalled hmoic kmg, seated on the jewelled tin one of the pi ounce of Kodgu, w .■> 
ruling the kingdom of the weald, Vha Uq&niba VaJajuu like nmoon in lanmg the t'demt’? 
womb of Lmga Rajendia Yadeyai, and giandson of Appajendia Yadeyru ot the Bhaiadvaja 
A'Avalayana sutm, and ' ’ ' ' 11 ' ' granted a deed ot gift fin the uo.ship oi S'r, i 

follows — 

Wbai the svann usd oil tin M 1 v . " matin, performing obew 3 v.nh the ^ memo - 
and holding his loot, m oi ch i to oht an merit us long as snn and moon eudme. he wrote and m ide «’ >- - 
uftAr land as follows -fin the worship of Shva to the matin 700 bhattis of ryldy the pm u=' •* 

tins land having a Mj avail nf 17 hlndtu, and foi extia expenses, the gmunc cm o re- ins 

m-utal out by Uio oicinon ot « w,th «.o of tbo logo and l.,«W •« 

CM*., Hiiiadc and Jatnbuiu village*, nhoee M,»v,iof 

ili'd iicLin 1 ' the faunal gi.iuts fot i'rtii a-v:u g >, dcra-nionja and bhuta u a.a, a = 1 ' 1 - 

r o; UiauL the monad real of to «ng fae load 361 ptata toi b, javan of oil 
J L‘ 1 ,,, taTO „ ln TlicuUnad maude m Y.ulivl add, '.Mtli Gu.li, gun. m taaua ihad., be 
tZ > tSi -* Oi 30 ^ l.a *« of 50 bbalt* detailing fie Lima 
for nM-vu-a dora-manya, IMla-otliia, saod-umW. aadnlja-mmau altogelleia giouiid^ut ofl 

Z' °n l Mntto the Mound lent of the .enuming hee land 321 pagoda* fo. a bija, a, ot ■>-, 
El To”l“ < vLg«, deducting the feme, P-U mound not a hee tad <™» a 

to the luatha — Ofl pagodas, and f 00 hbattis of pioduce 

„ + f1 , lll5 in il,, s titlll with the election of atones stamped mill the Imgi unlit l.H' a. 

Having I*e“a' ^ ^ tolie tlut father and all othei a,icr*tois mar atlaiu to to ■ 

0 the people of tk tan • » , tto lom tal „ tales of (too ullage* mailed out by the aea n 

eternal So lvaloka, the <- - 3 _ , , „<■ r„u laumlv. hidden tic us am, uuda 

01 

possibilities, &c , and Ui ^ TV may !je ie peated the hymn of blessing (saju. g)- 

"ir ^ ^ P . SP e^ suir a^ ^ : 

Mi in thee, knowledge, long life, objects of desne, do thou, oh • S'nukoxa, bestow on me 10 m a, 
to age-— 

has bx n written and given tins giant of land 
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Witnesses theieto ' — sun and moon, w md and file, sky, eaith and watei, heait (01 conscience) 
and Yama, day and night, moinnig and evening , these know the deeds of a just man 

Than making a gift oneself theie is twice the ment m piotectmg anothei’s gift by taking away 
auothei’s gift one’s own gift hecomes lmitless 

Appiovnl to the gift of land m mj own hand 

(Signed) Shi Yi 


Tert. 

S 'liman malia-Af J w chaia-imuttigalada T\ 1 1 11 1 . " chaia- 

muittigalada S'antaviia-svumijavuia padakke 

Nainas tunga-siras i 1 ■ ’ 1 -chamaia-chaiave i J . 1 ’ -aiambha-mula-stainbhaja 

S'ambliave || Svasti bd vipj 'lhhyuclaya S'' 1 - ’■* ' 1 -vaisha 1 71 S ne v.. l.iioar dd\. salhiva Nala- 

samvatsaiada Ch ihia siiddba 1 Blnigavaiadallu Sh ~j~ y- '' ~ '-g - 1 '■* ' 11 ' '-sampiadaya 

stauida Yiia-S'aiva-matastaiada S'iddapuiad i mathada pattada svamiyavaia 1 • - . ■ da "'"‘■jataiada 
biimad lajiidhuaja laj i-paimm's'vaia jnahnihu-piatapa apiatiina-viia-naiapati Kodagina . 1 

sn-iafcna-hn 1 '= '< h > 0 piithii-samiujyam gaijjuttualu B’ ' -- 1 -' - — L -- 1 ' Aslayana-sutiada 

f* ii' ’ ' ■" ^ajagalada Appajoiuha-Yadejaiavaia pavutiaiada Lmga-Itajendra-Yadeyaiavaia 
gaibhabd 1 l 1 ' 1 ' ' 1 Vna-Rajondi a-Y nleyai aval a Shvaipanakke samaipibida dana- 

sasunada k m' - - L NT d' ^ 1 matha yidakke svamiyavaiu chittaisalagi sashtanga- 

pramipisi puda-vili In afiiandiaikavagi dhaima baiabekcndu baiadu vappisida vuttaiada bhuini vivaia 
Shvai panada bagye mathakke yi hhumi bljavari bhatti 17kkcbeli}uva batta bhatti 7 00 mathakke 
ji'l’- 1 1 1 bagje hnga-mudie-bila-. ’* ” ■ madisi bittu kotta giamagalmda bauiva 

kandayada vivaia Chikka Haiade Jambmu giamakke bija bhatti 43 like kandaya 30 vaiaha piakma 
vuttaia ji gtam id a piua-vaiga deia-mauja bhuta-vuttai a salia hija bhatti 6$ gc 6) vaiaha hdgalagi 
suddha-mnin-bhium bijavau bhatti 36' go kaudaja 363 vaiaha Tadava-nadu valittada Thenka-nadu- 
mandege soncla Beluiii B 1 l 1 valogana Guduguiu saha grama 2 kkc hijavaii bhatti 50 kke kani 
daya 30 vmahakke piakma vuttaia ji giamada puia-vaiga deva-nunya ” '■ ' gavml-mnhal- 

nayi-mannu saha khandiga 17k ge kandaja 17) hogahigi d 11 ' 1 1 bij a bhatti 32-3- ge kandaya 

323 vaiaha antu giama 4 kkc piakma vuttaia kogalagi suddha-mntacldu yi mathakke b.uuva 
kandaja G9 vaiaha bhatta bhatti 700 beleju chavn-giamadavaia mundittu Imga-mucli e-sila- 
1 ' 'V 1 ' ' madibikottu ji titlmallu pitiadi samasta-pitngalignakshaja-S'na-loka-piaptijaga-heku 
jamba apekshejmda bhu-sddhanavvmnu baiadu vappi&tevagi yi giamakke chavu-kattu lm ga-mndie- 
bila.-^ ' ’ i 1 1 ^ d in din mkskepa jala lam pasli ana akshma agann eiddlu sAdliyangalemba 
.ii nnuitada a sakala bkimujanmi Shi aipitavagi ' 11 mndisikondu 

S'napuja kaladalLu ahivadadi bloka Jiti-sniaiatvam pnthvi patitvam savubbagya lavaimyam ativa 
rupamtvad bhakti viclye paianiajiu lslitam tvain das* cha me S'aukhaia janma jaumani yanibadagi 
baiadu vappista bhu-sidhanjkk n sikshigaln aditya chandio amlonaUb chadyaui bliumn apo lmdayam 
Yamas clia ahas cha i itiis cha v alihaj as cha saiidln dhaimasya janati naiasya vntah svadatta dvigimam 
puuyam paiad.k ' , 1 - l"’"' 1 ^‘V 1, ' , « na svadattam mshphalam bbavetyamba bhu-sadhanakke 

m a hdsta vappita 

, (Signed) Shi Yi 


* QuO'V (it XU 
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15 INSCRIPTIONS ON THE THRONE-DATE A- D. 1808 

Kannada Characters. 


Sun 




Moo 


Kali passed 4909 


Tect. 

Kali sand da 4-900 


16. STONE INSCRIPTION AT DANAGAL-DATE ? A, D 1815, 

Kannada Characters. 


Ymvjapuia matlia 


Suu 


Lillgl 


Moo’ 


Tlio year Yuva, fclie fifth of the blight fortnight of Je&tlia , the Vn ikta matin, of CLiLila Shaka 
syami 


Text. 

Vhajapiuada matlia 


lyi siinvateaiada Jcshtha sudlia 5 lallu Chilala Shaka svamigaja vuakta matta 
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17 COPPER PLATE INSCRIPTION AT MERCARA— 
DATE A D 1820. 


jSr.e 2 feet 6 inches x 1 foot 0 tnches Kannada Characters. 


B>-‘ d well Foitune In the victorious mcieasing S'alivahana S'aka yoai 1739, the ycai I'bvara, 
:o the 2nd of the Auk fuitmght m JesLthi, Monday, being the 1,796, 3G2nd Kali day, oil this aus- 
[ucio is day like a paujatn to the milk ocean of the Clnuidu vamsa , bom fiom the Bhaiadvaja 
gdtia the A^utlayana -pitta and the Ilik sjkhi , skilful m suppoitmg the Vila S'aiva lehgion , seated 
on the illustrious jewelled and beautiful tin one m the ancient Iv&hha-nagaia, established in the aus- 
picious KoJagn samstkana , a sun in unequalled raloui and gloiy , of umnleuuptcd splendour , of a 
fame ninth illuminated all the points of the compass , Yudhishthua m upholding all manuei of loyal 
mtues the giandson of Maharaja Appdji Kijendia aiitl son of Lmga Rajendia Vadoyai , the auspi- 
cous Lima T, j,n4ui Vadei/ar, consideiing that by the peifoimance in this woild of good deeds must 
be obtained the perfection of hurt m both this woild and the next, and that with that object he should 
cause to he set up a S'lva-hnga as an act eusunng the acquisition of the highest incut, so lesolved in 
Ins nnnd And on that day, m an auspicious horn, having commenced the election of a beautiful new 
Onkaresvara temple, a lotus ornament to the eaitli, -which with its skilfully designed mantapas &c 
might be called a royal lotus , fiom that time to the jeai Yiluama, the 12th of tho 1 night frutnndit 
of Chaitia, Monday, oi 2 yeais 9 months and 2o dajs, on that auspicious 1,797,42 1st Kali day Inur- 
ing completed all the piepaiations foi this great wondci, he caused to bo sot up the A t: i - 5, 

S lva-hnga named Onkaieivaia, and satisfied his desnes —that is to say, through tho power bestowed 
l) the great mere, of the holy r - ’ ■ - ’ , the ued tane porposo Mtltag every »k oi tho ,„M, 

ihj settmg up of the Siva-lmga was perfectly accomplished 

Whoso with demotion piaise the holy Mahcsvaia, to them at all times whatever mont mav he oh 

tamed will itself become perpetual which, that it may he known to all neonlo n “ J t 

written Be it piospeious to all people, has tins sasana been 


{Order fo, the allowances to the 


temple) 


tinned m pupetmty a°s long as fa^thednly’ “ d S ' ri Lo ha oon- 

for the pmpetual lamp, foi the geneial , eim t J " , ^ of fo ^ 

semnts, aie granted 1221 one tLusarad t v n hi 7 T T W ° bsC1 \ auccs » ** ** the salaried 

monty, with the produce m land, cloths and other thm^ vj {heaR 0 ™ Kan1IlUaya varalm » whl{ II 
Pahce Divan's office tieascuv foi the promotion of ml 1 alIowauco gl mlccl annually fiom tho 
—it is duected that at the tln^^Ze * hc ^ 

mtei mission that a daily inquiry be held and that t ^ ° U accnuling to tIie Mishas without 

mined annually 1 ' ’ “ d ^ tbe aCCOunts ** I»P«« of this temple he ex.t- 

Decree foi tne allow ante By oidei 

“• “ W22 - thS of tie Monday 


(Signed) S'u Linga Bajendia Vadeyar. 
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Text. 


fcnasti fin ■> ’'lb 1 * S'AbvAliana S'aka vaisha 1739 ney Kvaia sainvutsaiada Jeslitlia 


babul a bidigeyu R 1 ' ' ' T1 *~ Ealx-dma 1796392 ne ji sublu dnasadalli C 1 ’ ’-puia.- 

viiia-"' 1 > '> - ' 7 i Bliaiaclvaja- 0 ''i A'bvalajana-sutra T! k-vk 1, grUd" Mra- 

S'.uva-"*-^ ' 11 ' ^ avmaiada sumat-Kodagu- 'Y j- ‘ ,1 ‘‘-sanudya Ksluia-nagan- 

madhya-pai ” ' . '• . , ’ 1 v 1 f* cliaiu-smilusau-aiudhaiucla api atima-pi at ipa-pi akYa- 

L 1 ' ' <1 _ L r . i-ii-i ila 11 1,1 1 ” '''Ada V 1 j ^’'h-vidjut- 

tctma- >anuiua-ku ti-pi akhyatai Ada samasta-piasasta-uvja- 3 . ' . -Yii Ui^HV ' c dr, MjM- 

L'Aja-AppAii-RAvjeudi ui aval a-pauti aiada Linga-Raj Audi a-Yadey ai a\ ai a-pati ai Ada Ari-T „ -R j 1 - 
Vadcyaravatu yi ldkadalb suki ' 1 > \uacbisulaie ilia-, 1 ' * u sAhuta-pbala- 

1 )h !U itai Ag i -y n abcka tat-kai aiiadmdu mabatt ada puny a-pbala- pL aclaj akavagi jnuvantba Siva-lwga- 

r , - kaiiavyavendu cbittadalli luhdiaisi tad-divasa subha-mulmtidalh asadiuY bn-kukda- 

nuntapadi ) ukta lAja-kamalakai-Aldiya ’ 1 ' n ^ an O'nkaiYvau 1 ’* 11 

piiuaiablusi tad-aiabhya Vila am a samvatsaiada Cbaitia Auddlia dvadasiyu Bhanuuuada vauge vaiusba 

2 tmgalu 9 dma 2 5 Kali-dma 1797421 ne yefcadrasa su-cbvasadalb atyaAcbaiaknvM foli um 

Samagriyavagi lmmifai siikaiavagi ynuvxntlu 0 'nidi As vai a-n Aunka S > % i-l . ig 1 ^ piatashtapua 
sail lusbta-chittai uddu. hyagandara sumacb-ChaiubaAekhaiana paiama-l / ' ’■ - 

* 1 - 11 --piadivAgi-yuuvauthayetud dovata-yatna S'lva-bnga-p' 4 .0' J, pma-i 0 1 

viraclutavayitu yam bluktiymda su-MabeAvaiana bhajisuttaio avauge samba amkara sadbyawgx 
yinivantlva bubha-phala-u svavam eva sadhyav Agnttade yendu satva- - j“' ■' 11 

yiiUY.mtlia sasana ll Stibium fi&tu II 


Anta vaiusba 1 kk» O'nkkmara GnMhifima Kamaiesvaia ai-Kan^Avaia 
- • 1 ' -rV^i AAsvitadmda nadadu baiatakka bagyc mtya-katle amnta-padi nanda-dipa visesha- 

1 , , , . -i-< ' saba appane kodisi ynuva ICantMiayi 1221 vandu ^vuaymnura 

panclia-pai < n ,ili u nl • L „ d i uttatamimu dhaima-sangiabada bagye 

yippatbm u varaiav,e iaw ^ ^ lco(llsl k 0 ttu sevAithavagi vimyogakkendu 

U T lektapaklca mm>tMa,u»a J.A t ' .*tn 

E! wVlgl jJ* “* “ S,M 4922 ” vto “ !amrata,afla n,]a 

Jeslitlia tauku 22 nc BbAnuvara || 


S'n Lmga Bajendia Vadoyaiavant 
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IS STONE INSCRIPTION AT KIBBETTA— 

DATE A D 1831 

Si 3 feel x 2 feet 9 inches— Kannada Characters. 

In the year Khaia, the 1st of the daik foitnight of Kaittilca, Channa, the son of the younger 
biotlier of Itajaiya, guiu to Channaiya, foi incense, lights and woiship of the god Malhkaijuna, having 
made obeisance to Yi || Vadeyai, piesented as descubed, Set up at dawn 


Text, 

Kaia ' ' 4 -'. 1 ' luutika ba 1 mllu Cbannaina gum-u Rajaiyyanavaia tammana kumaia 

Channa Malhkaijuna De\aiige dupa dip a aiadhancgo VI II Vadeyaia namaskaia madi kotta vivaia 
udej a kaladalh stapane madiddu 


1 

19. STONE INSCRIPTION AT IGGODLU— DATE A D 1831 

Size 2 jeet 2 inches x 1 foot 3 inches— Kannada Characters. 


. , the 1st of the daik foitmght, the devotional copper tablet dedicated by Vila Vadeyar 

in the . of 1 f of Hcilen to the Aigala matka of (?) Ilalen 


Text. 

. . de lea baula 1 neyallu Vua Vadeyaiu Haleu Mamadai arasnmaia kiuaia vliijadalh 

mddida bhakti tambra (Ilalenj bhunnya Aigala mathakke 



20 STONE INSCRIPTION AT DANUGAL-DATE A D 1831 

Size 3 feet x 1 foot indies— Kannada Characters, 


Linga, 

la the auspicious yeai named Khaia, the 10th of the bnghl foitmght of A'svija, to Siddahnga. 
svinu of the Yedatoie matha 


Text. 

Shimatu Khara liama samvalsaiada A'siija suddlia 10 iallu Yedatoie mattada 5 iddalmga s\ a- 
miyauge 


21. STONE INSCRIPTION AT MAYAMUDI -DATE ? A- D- 1831> 

Size fi feet 10 'inchcsx 2 feet 2 inches— Kannada Characters, 


(To) The hoi) god Gangadhara 
Vha Rajendia Vadeyai 


Moon 


Luigfa 


Sun 


Text. 


S’ri Gangadhaia Devaru. 
Vira Eajendia Vadeyai avaru 
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22. STONE INSCRIPTION AT IRPi— DATE A. D. 1841. 

j Kannada Characters. 


&con 


Sun 


In the jeu 17G3 of the S'dlinihaua suka, the yeai Shu van, the taiyats of the Kiggattu ten ntxcjs 
h iv thiough then t.xith lopaued the temple of Rune-hat a Dera of Itpx on tbo Lok=lumnt’i’Hm 


Te.x t. 


S 1 ' 1 - '' -- 1 

ohakiinnda T ~ , ~’ 
disi tide! ire 


-xatsha 1763 ne S'amn-"- ' x — , 1 11 
‘ .'''I ■’ bah yinmlxpnu Rumeiuaia 


Kiggattu-hattu-nadu laihitam tamma 
Revara '■'’"'"'-Inn''- iv jlraoddax-a mu- 


23- STONE INSCRIPTION AT MAHADEVAPURA.- 
DATE A. D. 1842. 

Kannada Characters. 


me (l ° ‘T ° ffiCe) , “ lebta ‘ Umi3 Df s,im, <lo- 

fortmght of Ivaittika, °on Mo^, To 

erected a pinnacle otei this tlirone ? ‘ clock m tho ^Oraing, 




S6taasSkLaia-S'ivay6gi4m‘aid Kali saDi^lM? 1 
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Dora=an i udia 
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Duiv'nmla 

East India CWpao} 

L cLi 
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Ekkalaiasi 

Flint 
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English 
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Lie^appa 

Fa/al ulla khan 
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Gnnanandi 
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Haidai Ah 
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Hahn 

Hanasoffe 
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rlaia 
Ilanhar 
Hai ivams'a 
Ilan Yaimmi 
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